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Dear friends,
Knots in handkerchiefs, shopping lists, post-it notes, diaries, photographs, tape
recordings, history books, obituaries, epitaphs, news cuttings, minutes, lecture notes,
poppies, war memorials, flowers by the roadside. All ways of rememberingremembering events, situations, facts, people.
The first two weeks of November could be seen as a ‘mini-season’ of remembrance.
During the first and second week of that month, the church celebrates the Feast of All
Saints and All Souls, when we remember those who have lived as particular examples of
Christian faithfulness, and those who have died - whether recently or long ago. On the
first and second of November respectively Congleton and Alsager United Reformed
churches have their All Souls services, where many of us and those we invite to join us
who themselves have lost loved ones, remember those who have gone before. In a
different context, on 5 November, Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot are
commemorated. Commemorating Guy Fawkes and the event which nearly took place on
the fifth of November over 400 years ago reminds us of the value of Parliamentary
democracy.
On November 11th, Remembrance Day, and the Sunday before it we recall, as a nation,
those who died in two World Wars and in the numerous conflicts since - in the
Falklands, in Iraq, in Afghanistan, among others - as well as all those non-combatants
who suffer as a consequence of war.
Through remembrance and commemoration, we re-connect with what is past, and
recognise that remembering can bring with it a wide range of emotions and responses thanksgiving, pride, pain, disbelief, encouragement, warning, and of course hope. The
Feast of All Souls is a special kind of remembering - a personal and sometimes painful
one - as the relationships of the past are allowed to reconnect, to touch the present.
Remembering, reconnecting, affects who and how we are today.
At the heart of our life together is another sort of remembering: the celebration of Holy
Communion. For as we meet together, in Alsager and in Congleton, we remember the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and reconnect not just with one another, but
with all the Saints of God, living, departed, and yet to be born. Another word for Holy
Communion is the word ‘Eucharist’, which means ‘Thanksgiving’, thanksgiving for the
love of God for the world, expressed in the eternal gift of his son, Jesus Christ
Your friend and Minister
Murray

PRAYER PAGE:

For a change a little levity entitled: Heaven’s Voice Mail:
These days whenever you phone any business you invariably get a machine
on the other end instructing you to push a button for this or another button for
that and so on. Have you ever wondered what it would be like if God decided
to install such a machine? Imagine praying and hearing the following:
Thank you for calling Heaven. Please select one of the following options:
Press 1 for requests
Press 2 for thanksgiving
Press 3 for complaints
Press 4 for all other enquires
Then: I am sorry, but all of our angels and saints are busy helping other
sinners right now. However, your call is important to us and we will answer it
in the order it was received. Please stay on the line.
Next comes:
To speak to God
Press 1
For Jesus
Press 2
For the Holy Spirit
Press 3
If you would like to hear King David sing a Psalm for you while you are
holding.
Press 4
To find a loved one who has been assigned to Heaven Press 5 then
enter his or her National Insurance number followed by the hash key.
For reservations at Heaven, please enter J-O-H-N followed by 3-1-6
For answers to questions about dinosaurs, the age of the earth, life on other
planets and where Noah’s Ark is, please wait until you arrive.
The office is now closed for the weekend to observe a religious holiday.
Please pray again on Monday after 9.30am. If you are calling after hours and
need emergency assistance, please contact your local Minister.
Thank you for calling.
PLEASE NOTE:
The Vision20/20 Spirituality and Prayer Day scheduled to take place on Sat
Oct 17th has had to be postponed until next year.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:
Wed Nov 11th
Armistice Day Silent Vigil 10.00am-12.00noon
(incl Act of Remembrance at 11.00am)
Wed Dec 16th Too Busy to Stop Time 2.00pm-4.00pm
ALSAGER PRAYER DIARY: ADD: Gareth & Leona Parry to Wednesday.
Autumn

by Judith Brooker
Autumn speaks of Majestic things:
Of butterflies fluttering on their wings;
The melodious blackbird as he sings,
And all the good things nature brings.
The wheat sheaves standing stiff in stocks,
With grain that falls and feeds the rooks.
The long-tailed mice that sleep all day,
And build their nests among the hay.
The harvest spiders weaving websWhich shimmer on the hawthorn hedge.
And swallows as they flock together.
To fly to lands with warmer weather.
The countryside is all aglow:
For earth is waiting to bestow.
Its summer fruits in generous measure,
The bounty of creation’s treasureOf damsons, grapes, ripe pears and plums,
As wasps and bees around them hum.
And trees bowed down with juicy apples
As choirs sing hymns in small Welsh chapels.
And as the sunset ends the day,
It’s time for us to kneel and pray.
And thank the Lord for all he bringsYes, Autumn speaks Majestic things.
Sent in by Pat Averill
CAFE JAM ! What a great night everyone had at Congleton on Sunday evening 27th
September. About fifty people turned up from all over the north west. We were
entertained by great musicians and singers with music we all knew and loved. We all
went home with our hearts lifted and our tummies full of cake .
A big thank you to Rev Murray and all who travelled from Synod and to everyone who
gave cakes - Thank You!
God Bless,
Marion

Congleton
Harvest Festival
Sunday 18th October
at 10.30 am
Dry, packet or tinned food for the Storehouse Food Bank please
Money in the harvest envelopes and the loose collection will go to support the work of
the Agricultural Chaplaincy

Harvest Pie and Pea Supper
Monday 19th October at 7pm
£6.00 per person
WANTED
STREET PASTORS and PRAYER PASTORS
In Congleton
to serve either on a Friday or a Saturday evening from 8pm to midnight.
Please prayerfully consider if the Lord may be calling YOU
to one of these ministries.
For Street Pastors: contact Dianne Burgess, Street Pastors Co-ordinator
dianneburgess@btinternet.com or on 01260 276469
For Prayer Pastors: contact Anne Argent, Prayer Pastors Co-ordinator
Anne.a.244@btinternet.com or on 01260 277288

Alsager Coffee and Chat

Why not come along and bring a friend on the 1st Saturday of the month.
Enjoy great company and service, wonderful refreshments and a charity stall
So come and enjoy!

Your hosts will be
October
November
December

Lynne Eardley and Barbara Harkness
Audrey Dawber and Marie Riley
Tom and Janet Beamon

Come and be fed
in
Body, Mind and Spirit
at

Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
Midday
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40pm
20th October
17th November

The Angels are coming!
A host of angels will be descending on Congleton URC in early December. They will be
telling the Christmas story based on the important part they played in it.
So, where will all these angels fly in from?
Well, don’t tell anyone, but Team Gabriel are working hard with cardboard, paper,
fabric, lemonade bottles, plastic milk cartons and wool to produce different types and
sizes of angels to make up the hosts. Local schools and youth organisations are being
asked to use their imagination and come up with hard work and to make angels. They
are also being asked to send their choirs to sing in the church during the Saturday.
Refreshments will be provided throughout the day - elevenses, light lunches and
afternoon tea, so people can take their time and enjoy the Angels and the singing. The
festival will run from Friday 4th December to Sunday 6th and close with a Songs of Praise
on the Sunday night featuring hymns, songs and carols with an angel theme.
Full details will be available later, but please make a note of the dates and come along
with all your family and friends to make this Christmas event a success.
Congleton Street Pastors Celebration Service
The Street Pastors have now been patrolling the streets and parks of Congleton for
nearly 18 months. You may have seen them in groups of four on Friday and some
Saturday nights.
Initially, they were formed to be a ‘presence’ to discourage teenagers from misbehaving,
and in this they have been very successful. They have generated a rapport with the
youngsters, who often open conversations with them.
However, Friday nights up to 11p.m. in Congleton are usually fairly quiet and they have
tried patrolling on Saturday nights when the town is busier. Many of them think that
they would probably be of more use after midnight, when the pubs and clubs are turning
out, but the problem is finding Prayer Pastors for this late shift. Prayer Pastors meet at
Westwood House during the hours that the Street Pastors are out and pray for them and
anyone they meet who needs prayer for help. (They are not praying continuously but
intersperse the prayers with periods of reading or meditation). There is a possibility the
prayer pastors on the ‘late shift’ could work from home.
On Sunday, November 1st the Street Pastors will be holding a celebration service at St
James’s Church at 6:30p.m., in conjunction with Congleton Churches Together, to
which everyone is invited. If you feel led to become a Street Pastor or Prayer Pastor,
have a word with Della Bordley, who is a Street Pastor or Adrian Browne, who is their
treasurer. Training for new Street Pastors will begin in the New Year.

ALSAGER CHURCH FAMILY NEWS AUTUMN 2015.
We have just celebrated our Harvest Festival, remembering the great gifts that the Lord
has bestowed upon us. The church was resplendent in a colourful array of fruit, flowers
and vegetables, as well as tins and packages of goods for the local food bank. Fresh
foods will be going to the Salvation Army.
As we pause and think just how blessed we are in all that we have and take for granted
… we are reminded to think of those who are in need. Not just of food but the land in
which to live and be self-sufficient … the water to encourage growth .. and the ability to
live life without the fear and consequences of war.
The words of Matthias Claudius gave roots to the Hymn
“ We plough the fields and scatter …”
leading us to be thankful for harvest, life, health and food.
The chorus includes the words …
“All good things around us are sent from heaven above, then thank the Lord, then thank
the Lord, for all His love …”
Consequently we give thanks that in the morning of September 30th at
11.18 am Master William Nicholas John Eardley was born to parents Rachael and
Andrew, and the Grandparents Lynne, Philip and Carol.
We see this bundle of joy in the arms of his mum.

We also give thanks that Pat Averill is now home from hospital and recovering after
surgery.
We remember in our prayers those who need our love and support including
Joan and Ken Heaton, Lynne and Philp Eardley, Eileen Skyner, Amy Coe, Philip Hurst,
Alan Abraham and Betty McCullough.

The harvest celebrations ended on Monday evening with a Supper of Fish
and Chips and Home Baked Apple Pie. The evening’s entertainment was
provided by the “Alsager URC Male Voice Choir”, accompanied by Ian White on
piano. What gifts we have in our midst!

A great evening of fun and laughter. The tables were beautifully laid out … thanks to all
for their time and talents.
Blessings to you all, Val

The following people are known to be celebrating their birthdays during the next two
months
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL!
******************
October
November
th
st
4
Dorothy Bragg
1
Vanessa Walker
th
rd
7
Irene Guant
3
Christine Winskill
st
Jenny Keeling
21 Jacqui McCullough
th
12 Alex Keeling
27th Audrey Dawber
26th Val Atkinson
30th Marie Riley
If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
one of the Elders. We don’t need the age, just the date!

A poem by Mother Theresa
(engraved on the wall of her home for children in Calcutta)
People are often unreasonable, illogical and
self-centred; forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of
selfish, ulterior motives; be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win the some false
friends and some true enemies;
succeed anyway.
If you are honest and frank, people may
cheat you; be honest and frank anyway.
What you spend years building,
someone could destroy overnight;
build anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, they may
be jealous; be happy anyway.
The good you do today, people will often
forget tomorrow; do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have, and it may
never be enough;
Give the world the best you’ve got anyway.
You see, in the final analysis, it is between
you and God;
It was never between you and them anyway.
Sent in by Jean Cook
Fundraiser Update
Dear all,
It gives me the greatest of pleasure to inform you that we have now got a final figure
following the 100 mile cycle by Kennedy and Nigel and the Kayak trip by Murray.
Thanks to your magnificent response a total of £3500.00 has been raised!
£2000.00 will be going directly to the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital to aid their
research into the early diagnosis and treatment of brain tumours in children.
£1500.00 will be going to support the community work of Congleton URC – indeed
some funds have already been used to provide resources for the Clothes Bank.
It has been an amazing response from everyone from Alsager, Congleton and beyond.
Thank You all so much
The Browne family and Murray

Alsager and Congleton Prayer Chains.
As there have been some new prayer volunteers joining the Alsager prayer chain it is
time for the revised list to be published.
To have a person added to the prayer list for immediate prayer from all the members of
the prayer chain please contact Melanie Edwards, tel: 07920 111891. Melanie will then
pass the name to the next person on the chain and so it will continue until everyone on
the chain is praying for the person or situation concerned.
If you would like to join the prayer chain itself contact Melanie on 07920 111891 or
Rev. Murray George on 01260 273873.
Current members of the prayer chain are:
Melanie Edwards
07920 111891
Rev Murray George
01260 273873
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Leona Parry
01270 762657
Doreen Baker
01270 878176
Amy Coe
01270 873574
Barbara Hurst
01270 873599
Bob and Ria Harrison
01270 487067
Val Atkinson
01270 766909
The Congleton Prayer Chain has also changed slightly.
To add a person to the prayer list for the Congleton prayer chain contact Linda
Copestick Tel: 01260 408834 Linda will then pass the name along the chain.
If you would like to join the prayer chain itself contact Linda on 01260 408834
or Rev Murray George on 01260 273873.
Current members of the prayer chain are:
Linda Copestick – Rev. Murray George

Chain 1
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Marion McGunness 01260 281314
Jean Vale
01260 400538
Eric & Tricia Smith 01260 279239
Jane Turner
01260 279316

Chain 2
Ron and Jean Cook
01260 276513
Rae and Alan Bowers
01477 533467
Ann Thornber
01260 297860
The Hughes Family
01260 272606
Hazel Sherwin
01260 278113

Chain 3

Barbara Farrington
Kath and Tony Hall
Bob and Chris Booth
Cynthia Muncaster
Any of these people may be contacted as appropriate.

01260273901
01260275897
01260273772
01260 271844

In Memoriam
During this season of remembrance we give thanks for the lives of all those whose have
passed away and whose funerals have been at Congleton or Alsager Churches in the past
twelve months. We also include those who have been laid to rest in the Garden of
Remembrance at Congleton URC:
We will remember them…
Alsager
Mr Charles Kenneth Bragg – died 23rd January 2015
Miss Vera Millicent Smith – died 27th Januray 2015
Congleton
Mrs Sarah Georgina Ledwards - Died 4th December 2014.
Mrs Mavis Cooper - Died 28th December 2014.
Mr Charles Corley - Died 2nd January 2015.
Mrs Patricia Ann Hurst - Died 24th March 2015.
Mrs Florence (Minnie) Siddorn - Died 20th April 2015
Mrs Phyllis Dimmock - Died 5th May 2015
Mr Dennis Beecroft - Died 24th May 2015
Mrs Alice Corley - Died 13th June 2015
Mrs Dyllys Fisher - Died 5th July 2015
Mrs Kirsten Pass - Died 23rd May 2015
Mr Stuart James Booth - Died 29th July 2015
Mr Ian Stanley Tatters - Died 4th August 2015
Charity launches free bereavement support in Congleton
One of the area’s leading charities, The Dove Service, is launching a bereavement
support group in Congleton. Funded by the Department of Health, Health and Social
Care Volunteering Fund (HSCVF) the new service will enable people in the local area to
receive group support at no cost.
The meetings will take place in the United Reformed Church, Antrobus Street,
Congleton CW12 1HE, starting Wednesday 30 September, from 10am – 11.30am, and
fortnightly thereafter. The 90 minute session will be co-ordinated by two volunteer
bereavement facilitators, one of whom is a qualified counsellor. People can attend the
group for any length of time and new members can join the group at any time.

“Providing local communities with support for bereavement and loss appears to be a
much needed service in the Congleton area. The Dove Service is working in partnership
with the United Reformed Church to help those people going through bereavement to
come to terms with what has happened in their lives and help them to cope,” says
Andrew Duncan, Bereavement Support Coordinator for the Dove Service.
It is hoped that those attending the sessions will feel less isolated, will learn that their
feelings might not be unusual and build their emotional resilience and confidence.
Anyone interested in attending the sessions is welcome to contact the Dove Service on
01782 683155 or email info@thedoveservice.org.uk

All Souls Services
1 and 2nd November
st

Dear friends,
I would like to invite you to the annual All Souls Service on
Sunday 1st November 7pm

Congleton

Monday 2nd November 7pm

Alsager

Each will be a reflective service in which we will remember and celebrate the lives of
loved ones who have passed away. There is an open invitation for anyone from Alsager
and Congleton to attend and have loved ones remembered.
As part of each service, an Act of Remembrance will take place. This will take the form
of a roll call of names. If you wish, the names of your loved ones can be read out and tea
light candles lit in their memory.
If you are able to come, you are invited to light a candle yourself. However, if you are
unable to come and would still like your relative’s or friend’s name read out and/or a
candle lit in their memory, a member of the worship group will be happy to do this on
your behalf.
If you would like loved ones to be remembered, please fill in the form that is in the
church or hall or alternatively let Murray or one of the elders know the names of anyone
you would like us to include so that the roll call can be compiled and preparations made.
Please also let us know if you are unable to come but would like someone to light a
candle on your behalf.
You are welcome to stay for refreshments and a chat after the service.
We hope you and your family/friends will be able to join us.
With God’s blessing
Murray

Alsager Fire Station
Sunday 25th October the Fire Station are having an Open Day, rearranged from
the 13th September. All are welcome to see the station and meet the staff!
ALSAGER SINGING GROUP
Following the musical contribution at Alsager's Harvest Supper we are starting a weekly
singing group at the Alsager church.
We plan to start at 1pm on a Monday with a light lunch, soup and bread or similar and
then in church we will sing from 1.30.pm finishing promptly at 2.30pm. If energy levels
are low we will finish earlier!
Nothing too serious; we are singing for fun. We might learn new hymns, we might not!
There is certainly no need to be able to read music. Fun and fellowship is the purpose
and these we will find are an end in themselves. Beyond that who knows! It's been talked
about for years and now will become a reality.
We are starting on Monday 19th October.
If you are interested please speak to Lynne Eardley or Ian White just so that we have an
idea of numbers for catering purposes.
'Make a joyful noise to the Lord'. At least we can try!

ALSAGER THURSDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP
Meetings started again on September 10th after our summer recess with a somewhat
reduced attendance with many apologies being received for a variety of reasons.
Despite this we welcomed two new members and two more friends who hadn’t been
able to attend for some while.
Harvest was taken as the theme for the day with a display of produce arranged on the
front table. After singing our Fellowship hymn Philip reflected on and reminisced about
harvest during his childhood and Hilda Johnson and Bob Harrison also contributed with
humorous anecdotes relating to harvest festivals and growing produce. We enjoyed
singing favourite harvest hymns and concluded the devotions with prayer.
Before enjoying refreshments we looked at the accounts for the year July ’14 - July ’15
which showed that during the past year £416 had been distributed to various charities
plus £260.92 collected and donated to Embrace the Middle East.
After further discussions recommendations were made to give ……
£100 to local Reynaud’s and Scleroderma Association
£100 to our church

£50 to Alsager Cancer Support Trust
£50 to the local Food Bank
It surely goes to show what a wonderful, supportive, caring and generous group we are.
Philip concluded the afternoon with a vote of thanks to everyone who helps to keep the
fellowship running and he gave out a new programme taking us up to Christmas.
Don’t forget the meetings are open to all - we provide an open door for anyone to join
us to share a short devotion and enjoy fun and fellowship in a Christian environment.

Programme 2015
September 24th
October

Rev. Murray George - “Canal Challenge”

8th

Closed due to heating/boiler work

22nd

Autumn Luncheon (pre-booked)

November 12th
26th
December 10th

Ann Beard - “Uganda Experience”
Sue Jones - “National Trust Property Guide”
Christmas Dinner followed by Carols in the Church
(meals must be pre-booked)

Congleton Church on Tuesday
Café – Lunchtime Worship – Chat & Make
A warm welcome,
friendship and fellowship,
sustenance for body mind and spirit,
craft and conversation
Join us weekly between 10.00am and 2.30pm
Congleton URC, Antrobus Street.
Drop in to the Café:

10am -12 midday

Reflective refreshing worship:
Chat and Make:

12 – 12.30pm

12.30pm – 2.30pm

Tea, coffee and biscuits are available throughout this time

The Reverend Leslie John Sanderson
Several members of Alsager United Reformed Church attended a Service of Ordination
to the Christian Ministry of Les Sanderson.
On Saturday 12th September, Butt Lane Baptist Church was full to capacity for the
service which was led by Rev. David Ellis, Regional Minister of HEBA.
Following the first hymn the opening prayers were led by our own Rev. John Keeling.
The Charles Wesley hymn “Give Me Faith” led us into the Ordination Vows with Les
telling the story of his journey of faith which included his time spent at Alsager URC.
Rev. Ellis led the ordination prayers which also included the laying on of hands.
A very dear friend of Les, the Revd. Dr. Brian Campbell, then gave a sermon, offering
advice following his own long years of service as a minister and he told the congregation
that each and every one of us is a minister passing on the word of the Lord.
Wonderful singing of “We’re Marching to Zion” brought the service to a close and the
singing of the chorus continued as everyone went through into the church hall for a
delicious tea.

Alsager Pre-teens
Unsure of the number of children who would arrive for the first meeting after the
holidays, it was decided to just put a few board games out to play with. On a couple of
‘pushed together’ tables we placed plastic sheets and a roll of backing paper.
When the children arrived they asked, “What are we making?”
In no time at all there were 20 children, 6 helpers and 2 older teenagers all playing
games, chatting and taking turns at cutting and gluing pictures of food onto the paper to
make two background harvest displays.
At the top of the hall a wonderful display of fresh harvest goods also caused lots of
interest and this was the topic which Philip used for the evening’s devotional time.
Not only the usual planting of seeds but also the putting/planting of ideas which then
grow in someone’s mind, like “I’m going to the youth club at church, are you coming?
‘Cos you don’t have to go to the church to be a member …”, and to prove the point the
following week we had 25 children – two being completely new members!
We continue to pray that the ‘seeds’ which we plant on a Thursday evening will grow, as
the children do into good positive adults.

Letters
Alsager
Dear friends,
Celebrating our 63rd Wedding Anniversary was quite an achievement, the road
hasn’t always been easy, but we weren’t promised that it would be. Yes, we have had
mountain top experiences and also walking through the deep valleys with no end in
sight, serious decisions to make, how have we coped? With help, love and support from
family and friends we have made on our journey and that same help, love and support
we are still experiencing to-day.
We take each day as it comes, count our blessings which are many. One is being a
member of such a caring church family.
The ‘highlight’ of our ‘special day’ was when Murray phoned at 10.30a.m. so I
could listen to the beginning of the service. Thank you Murray for such a lovely thought
– one we will always treasure.
God bless you all
Joan and Ken
<>><><<>
Dear friends and members,
It’s difficult to put into words just how much we appreciate all the prayers and messages
from you all during Rachael’s difficult pregnancy.
Such joy when William Nicholas John Eardley was born on Sunday 30th August at
11.18am (about the time for Prayers of Intercession)! And Andrew was gowned up and
went into theatre with her.
Since then the cards, gifts and telephone calls of congratulations have continued to flow
and it is lovely to read your messages.
Thank you and God bless you all,

Philip and Lynne.
<>><><<>

To everyone at Alsager United Reformed Church,
We send you our thanks for your prayers, cards and gifts following the birth of William,
It is lovely to know how much people really care.
We also thank you for making Thomas and Annabelle so welcome in the church and in
the Pre-teens. It will be good to introduce William to the other children at United
Puddleducks mums and youngsters group.
Thanks again from Andrew, Rachael, Thomas, Annabelle and William xxx

Congleton
Dear friends,
We have settled into our flat now and are appreciating being closer to our family.
Thanks to your generous gift, we now have a ‘bistro set’ of two small chairs and a table
that enable us to enjoy sunshine on our ‘sun trap’ balcony from which we watch dog
walkers, rugby players training, soccer matches, and earlier cricket matches.
The recreation ground is extensive!
I am still trying to find a church within easy reach, but there is a URC in the city, which I
hope to get to.
Best wishes to you all
Patricia Hall
<>><><<>
Dear Rev. Murray,
Thanks you for the kind and generous donation of £200.00 pounds following Congleton
URC’s participation in Be Seen in Green Day 2015 (in aid of the work of Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital) we are very grateful for your support.
Kind Regards
Donna O’Reilly
Charities Officer
<>><><<>
Congleton Chocolate Quiz (the results)
Thank you to all who took part in the Chocolate quiz. Many people told me how much
they enjoyed it. There were 25 correct entries so the final winner “Debbie Simpson
from Silver Dale” was decided by draw.
Ann Thornber
Here are the answers:
1 Needed for golf – Club, 2 Fragrant floribunda – Roses 3 Sweet nothings – Wispa
4 Dairy road – Milky Way 5 Alcoholic stickers – Wine Gums
6 A digit is just enough – Fudge 7 Teddy’s repast – Picnic 8 Planet – Mars
9 Full of eastern promise – Turkish Delight 10 Clever Candies – Smarties
11 Mouth plug – Gob Stopper 12 Bunk buses – Double Decker
13 As opposed to suck it – Chewits 14 Up market road – Quality Street
15 Change ‘sun chime’ to chews – Munchies 16 Gear for pussy – Kitkat
17 Because the lady loves – Milk Tray 18 Bowled over – Skittles
19 Water Sport – Polo 20 Singing insects – Humbugs
21 Churned Whisky – Butter Scotch 22 Gives you a push up – Boost
23 A fruity mouth – Cherry Lips 24 Never a slip – Twix 25 10 cents – Dime

Come

Christmas Shopping
to
Masson Mills at Matlock Bath
on
Saturday 14th. November
Masson Mills was built by Sir Richard Arkwright in 1783.
It now houses:
4 floors of shopping with 60 different retail concepts
A restaurant
and
Chance to see the working Mill
The coach fare is £12 (Full amount on booking please).
It will leave at 9.30 a.m. and you should be back in Congleton about 5 p.m.
Seats are limited, so please see Marion McGuinness as soon as possible

Bible Exploration
at Alsager URC
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 2.30p.m.
When it comes to exploring the Bible there are no experts.
Through Bible study/exploration we are fed, nourished by God’s living
word. We all have something to learn and something to share so please come
and join us.
The Programme
Date
Subject
Leader
October 14th

2 Peter

October 28th

Bathsheba

November 11th
November 25th

Philippians
Colossians

Rev. John
Rev. Murray
Rev. Murray
Rev. Murray

And Finally:
Whilst she was searching for material for her church’s magazine my daughter Naomi
found some information about the Museum of Army Chaplaincy. I found what she
wrote and the story she told very poignant and apt and though hard to read, important
to read nonetheless. Below is what she wrote.
‘While searching for some inspiration for this article I looked at the website of the
Museum of Army Chaplaincy which houses a unique collection dedicated to the work of
Army Chaplains throughout history in peacetime, under fire and in captivity. In August
1914 sixty-five chaplains set sail with the British Expeditionary Force, and they were
called upon to develop their own roles in the make-shift hospitals, base camps, and
sometimes even the front line. 179 chaplains lost their lives. The curator of the museum,
David Blake, was kind enough to send me a wealth of material relating to the works and
experiences of these men. Amongst the accounts of the terrible conditions these men
suffered as well as how they were caught between conflicting chains of command and
crises of conscience, I happened upon the following account, taken from ‘Now It Can
Be Told’ by Philip Gibbs (Harper and Brothers; 1920):’
Another man, shot for cowardice in face of the enemy, was sullen and silent to one who hoped to comfort
him in the last hour. The chaplain asked him whether he had any message for his relatives. He said, "I
have no relatives." He was asked whether he would like to say any prayers, and he said, "I don't believe
in them." The chaplain talked to him, but could get no answer — and time was creeping on. There were
two guards in the room, sitting motionless, with loaded rifles between their knees. Outside it was silent in
the courtyard, except for little noises of the night and the wind. The chaplain suffered, and was torn with
pity for that sullen man whose life was almost at an end. He took out his hymn-book and said: "I will
sing to you. It will pass the time." He sang a hymn, and once or twice his voice broke a little, but he
steadied it. Then the man said, "I will sing with you." He knew all the hymns, words and music. It was
an unusual, astonishing knowledge, and he went on singing, hymn after hymn, with the chaplain by his
side. It was the chaplain who tired first. His voice cracked and his throat became parched. Sweat broke
out on his forehead, because of the nervous strain. But the man who was going to die sang on in a clear,
hard voice. A faint glimmer of coming dawn lightened the cottage window. There were not many minutes
more. The two guards shifted their feet. "Now," said the man, "we'll sing 'God Save the King.'" The
two guards rose and stood at attention, and the chaplain sang the national anthem with the man who
was to be shot for cowardice. Then the tramp of the firing-party came across the cobble-stones in the
courtyard. It was dawn.
Remembrance is not a perfect thing. It can be tinged with pain and regret, as the
relationships of the past are allowed to reconnect, to touch the present. But
remembrance is a necessary part of our lives if we strive to be better people and learn
from past mistakes.
Naomi George

Date

Time

October
4th
11th
18th
18th
20th
25th

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

10.30 am
7.00 pm
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am
10.30 am

4

th

Rev. Murray George
Mr Ian White
Rev. Les Sanderson
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Bob Parker

Church Anniversary with Communion
All Souls Service
Remembrance Service
Church Family Worship
Ecumenical evening Worship (Taize)
Lunchtime service & Buffet
Church Family Worship
Advent Sunday with communion

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev Murray George
Rev. David Spence
Worship Group
Rev. Murray George
Rev John Keeling
Rev. Bob Parker

Alsager
10.30 am Toy service

October
th

Family Worship with Communion
and membership
Church family Worship
Church Family Worship
Ecumenical Worship
Lunchtime service & Buffet
Church family Worship

Alsager

December
6th

Leader

Alsager

November
1st
2nd
8th
15th
15th
17th
22nd
29th

Worship dates and times
Worship Centre

Rev. Murray George

Congleton
10.30 am All age Worship

4
6th
11th
13th
18th
20th
25th

6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am

25th
27th

6.30 pm
Midday

Ecumenical Service at Wellspring
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship
Lunchtime service
Harvest Festival with Holy Communion
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship
Evening Worship with Holy
Communion
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Derek Balsdon &
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mr Peter Drew
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Mr Bob Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

November
st

Congleton

1
1st
3rd
8th

10.30 am
7.00 pm
Midday
10.30 am

All age Worship
All Souls service
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Remembrance Sunday

Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Worship Group

10th

Midday

Rev. Murray George

15th

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship with
10.30 am Communion

17th

Midday

Mrs Carol Booth

22nd
22nd

10.30 am Church Family Worship
6.30 pm Evening Worship

Rev. Bernard Moss
Rev. Murray George

24th
29th

Midday
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
10.30 am Advent Sunday

Mrs Carol Booth
Rev Murray George

December
6

th

6th

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George

Congleton
10.30 am All age Worship
6.30 pm

Ecumenical Song of Praise (Angels)

Rev. Murray George

Date
October
3rd
3rd
8th
14th
19th
24th
25th
28th

Time

October
5th
19th

Congleton

23rd
31st

7.00 pm
10.00am

Dates For your Diary
Details

Alsager
10-12noon
8.30- 9.30am
2.30 pm
2.30 pm
1pm
9.30 - midday
Midday
2.30 pm

7.15pm
7pm

Coffee & Chat
Morning Prayer
Alsager Court Service
Bible Exploration 2 Peter
1st Singing Group (includes a light lunch)
Clean Up Day
Alsager Church Meeting
Bible Exploration Bathsheba

Elders Meeting
Harvest Pie and Pea Supper
Churches Together open meeting at Antrobus Street
re: Our response to Refugee Crisis
Official opening of Emmaus Centre Clothes Bank

November Alsager
7th
7th

8.30-9.30 am
10- midday

11th
11th
16th
22nd
25th

10-12
2.30 pm
7.30
2.30 pm

Morning Prayer
Coffee & Chat
Armistice Day Silent Vigil
(incl Act of Remembrance at 11.00am)
Bible Exploration - Philippians
Cheshire Forum Meeting (Winsford Over)
Deadline day for Link Items
Bible Exploration - Colossians

November Congleton
5th
9th

TBC
7.15 pm

11th
16th
22nd

10-12
7.30

Day trip to York
Elders meeting in the Vestry
Armistice Day Silent Vigil
(incl Act of Remembrance at 11.00am)
Cheshire Forum Meeting (Winsford Over)
Deadline day for Link Items

December Alsager
5th
5th

8.30 -9.30
10-midday

Prayer Meeting
Coffee & Chat

Day

Monday
Monday

Time

12.45 –
2.15
1–
2.30pm

Monday

5.15 pm

3rd Mon

7-9 pm

Tues

10 am12 noon
12noon 12.30
12.30
- 2.30
1.30 pm

Tues
Tues
Tues

Regular Weekly Activities
Place
Activity

Alsager
Alsager

Mums and Tots
group

Contact

Singing Group
includes a light lunch
Congleton 1st Congleton
Rainbows

Ian White or
Lynne Eardley
Pauline
McKeown
01260 275947

Congleton Café in foyer

Jean Cook
01260 276513

Alsager

Card Making Group

Congleton Lunchtime Worship
Congleton Chat & Make
Congleton Keep Fit for the
not-so-fit
Congleton Bible
Exploration

2nd and 4th
Tuesdays

7.30 pm

3rd Tues

Midday

Wed

10.00 am

Congleton Mums and Tots

Wed

2.00 pm

Congleton Bible Study

Alsager

Midday service &
Buffet meal

2nd & 4th 2.30 pm
Wednesday

Alsager

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton Morning Prayer

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship

Thurs in
term time

6-7 pm

Alsager

Pre-Teens

Thurs

7.30 pm

Congleton Bible Study

2nd Thurs
October
1st Sat
1st Sat

2.30 pm

Alsager

Sat

10am -12 Congleton Café

Sat

10am

8.30-9.30 Alsager
10am-12 Alsager

Bible
Exploration

Alsager Court
service
Morning Prayer
Coffee and Chat

Congleton Music Practice

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Marion McGuinness
01260 281314
Christine Astil
01260 273027
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

Philip &
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip &
Lynne Eardley 01270
877861
Bob Booth
01260 273772

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Jean Cook
01260 276513
Jean Cook

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
22nd November
The next issue will cover
December & January
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information
to Murray George or leave in
the folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information
to Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of
church
Alsager URC
Website:

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager Elders
Church Secretary
Ria Harrison
01270 487067
Gordon Stockton 01270 878421
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
David Keeling
01562 747377
Philip Eardley
01270 877861
Christine Roche
01270 764175
Val Atkinson
01270 766909
Bob Harrison
01270 487067
Congleton Elders
Church Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Worship Secretary
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Pastoral and fellowship Secretary
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314

www.alsagerurc.org.uk

Social Ministries Secretary
Margaret Bourner 01260 641869

Congleton URC
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:

Property and Finance secretary
Bob Booth
01260 273772

www.congletonurc.org.uk

Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Pauline McKeown 01260 275947
Cynthia Muncaster 01260 271844
Anne Thornber
01260 297860

