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Dear friends,
Just occasionally on a Sunday afternoon, I will relax by watching Formula One racing.
One of the things that fascinate me about Formula One is the technological
devices. These are sometimes developed with the aim of increasing the drivers’ safety,
with many developments eventually being incorporated into the production models we
drive. A large number of developments are however aimed at increasing a car’s
performance.
There is one device that caught my eye recently: K.E.R.S. As Formula One buffs
will probably know, this stands for a Kinetic Energy Retrieval System. The technological
details are beyond me, but as I understand it, K.E.R.S. is a system that somehow slows
the car by converting the kinetic energy it produces into a form which it can store and
use at a later time, when the driver needs a boost of energy from the car.
I love the symbolism here; this energy can only be produced by slowing the car
down in the first place. It strikes me there is a lesson here for us. It is important for us all
to slow down and rest sometimes; in fact it is only when we do so that we are able to
rebuild energy levels and store that energy for use at a later date.
Since Sunday opening became a reality, there has been an ever increasing demand
on people’s time on this day of the week. As a result, the concept of the Sabbath as a
day of rest and recuperation has been eroded and seems outdated in many people’s
minds. Many people can be called to work on any of the seven days of the week, and
increasing numbers routinely have only one day a week off as they try to make ends
meet or struggle to meet mortgage payments and pay ever increasing food and energy
bills. Add to this the fact that many parents have different days off so they can share the
demands of child care, and the idea of having weekends off, let alone Sundays, seems an
unaffordable luxury.
However, this makes the concept of Sabbath more, not less, important in my
eyes, and presents Christians with a real opportunity and responsibility in today’s society.
Of course many church folk, just like the rest of society, may be required to work on a
Sunday, but does that stop them benefitting from a day of rest and recuperation? Does
the Sabbath have to be a Sunday? Jesus reminds us that “The Sabbath was made for
humankind, and not humankind for the Sabbath”. (Mark 2: 27). How many of us ensure
that we take a day to rest each week and how do we benefit from it when we do?
Of course, for Christians the Sabbath is much more than simply a day of rest, but it is
an important concept we have to share with the wider world; particularly in today’s
world where the temptation to keep going on and on is ever increasing. More and more
people seem to live to work, rather than using work as a means to live.
Christians, I believe, have a big role to play in today’s society, in proclaiming and
demonstrating the benefit of the Sabbath as a day of rest by encouraging each other and
those in the wider world to embrace the concept of the Sabbath.

So enjoy your Sabbath days whenever they are, and then maybe talk about the
benefit of them with a friend or neighbour. Only God knows where such conversations
may end. And if they do simply end with some people slowing down a bit and taking a
day off slightly more regularly then, Alleluia.
Your friend and minister
Murray

On a personal note,
Karen and I would like to thank everyone from both churches for your prayers
and good wishes, your cards, flowers and the beautiful baby clothes and toys following
the birth of our first Granddaughter. We appreciate everything the churches do for us
and all the care and support we have received from the very beginning of my ministry
here. For those who may not have heard, Harriet Rose Pickavance was born on the 12th
May. Naomi and daughter are doing well, and Richard is doing a wonderful job looking
after them both, and they too send their thanks to both churches for the lovely gifts of a
little dress and the beautiful hand-knitted clothes and toys.
Thank you again
Karen and Murray

Pat Averill found this wonderful verse from a Robert Browning play Pippa Passes
recently:
The Year’s at the spring
And day’s at the morn;
Morning’s at seven
The hillside’s dew-pearled;
The lark’s on the wing;
The snail’s on the thorn;
God’s in his heaven –
All’s right with the world!
Robert Browning (1812-1889)

PRAYER PAGE: TWO PRAYERS FROM DIFFERENT TRADITIONS:
O Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds,
and whose breath gives life to all the world, hear me!
I am small and weak, I need your strength and your wisdom.
Let me walk in beauty
and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset.
Make my hands respect the things you have made
and my ears sharp to hear your voice.
Make me wise so that I may understand
the things you have taught all people.
Let me learn the lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock.
I seek strength, not to be greater than my brother or sister,
but to fight my greatest enemy: myself.
Make me always ready to come to you with clean hands and straight eyes,
so when my light fades, as the fading sunset,
my spirit may come to you without shame. Amen.
(Adapted (&alt) from a prayer by Chief Yellow Lark, a Lakota Sioux spiritual
leader (1887)).
Dear God, grant me to meet everything that this coming day may bring me
with spiritual peace. Grant me to surrender myself gladly to Your holy will. In
every hour of this day, support me in all my undertakings. Teach me to
accept whatever news I may receive in the course of the day with peace of
soul and with the firm conviction that Your holy will is in all things. In all my
words and actions, direct my thoughts, feelings and senses. In all unforeseen
events, grant me not to forget that everything is sent by You. Teach me to act
frankly and reasonably with everyone I meet, that none may be disturbed or
embittered. Dear God, give me strength to bear the fatigue of the coming day
and all that may happen in the course of the day. Guide my will, and teach
me to pray, to believe, to hope, to suffer, to forgive and to love. Amen.
(Morning Prayer of the Optina Elders (alt): Optina became one of the
foremost centres of the Orthodox patristic revival. Under the loving guidance
of the Elders, it contributed significantly to the spiritual blossoming of the
nation, publishing a vast body of patristic literature and ascetical writings.
These grace-filled men had a tremendous impact upon Russian society,
attracting countless thousands of spiritual seekers).
ALSAGER PRAYER DIARY: ADD: Chris Winskill to Wednesday.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:
Wed June 17th
Sat Sept 19th
Sat Oct 17th

Stop! in the name of God Time 2.00pm-4.00pm
Quiet Day at Croft Meadow Farm 10.00am-4.00pm
Vision2020 Spirituality and Prayer Day 10.00am-4.00pm

THE LISTENING EAR
Congleton URC will be holding a course, ‘The Listening Ear’, later in the year; dates to
be announced.
The course is the first step toward us developing a listening ministry. It is a national
course set by Acorn Christian Healing Foundation.
There are six modules: 1. Tuning In 2. What Kind of Listener Are You? 3. Identifying
Obstacles 4. Ideas to Inspire 5. Doorway to Good Listening. 6. Affected by Dementia .
The course is open to everyone and we are inviting other churches including Alsager
URC to join us. For more information and to book a place please contact:
Rev Murray George 01260 273873 or Marion McGuinness 01260 281314.
But what is a Listening Ministry?
Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. (James 1:19)
There are many kinds of ministry: preaching, teaching, music, and evangelism. There is
also the ministry of presence a ministry of listening. Listening is a form of healing.
Pastoral listening is a divine activity as well as a human one.
“The first service that one owes to others in the fellowship consists in listening to
them. Just as love to God begins with listening to His Word, so the beginning of
love for the brethren is learning to listen to them. It is God’s love for us that He
not only gives us His Word but also lends us His ear.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Many people in today’s society are looking for someone who will listen and hear them.
All too often rather than simply doing that, many people think they need to speak, give
advice or sympathy or even counselling. But more often than not, listening can be a
greater service than speaking. And that is what is involved in a listening ministry.
He who answers before listening -- that is his folly and his shame. (Prov. 18:13)
Attentive listening involves the listener holding back from telling their story. It
involves respecting the person being heard. To listen well, we have to give up our need
for the speaker to behave, think, or talk in the way expect him/her to. We must love
with Christ’s love, a love that is free of conditions. This is not always easy as we are not
aware that our ideals our way of life can influence our feelings about someone when they
do not behave or react to a situation as we would.
Listening is part of the burden bearing process (Gal. 6:2).
Of course this type of listening is not always easy which is why we are offering the
Listening Ear course for anyone who is interested.
When we listen to what people say we learn about them and better understand
them. Being listened to makes people feel respected, valued, affirmed, loved, appreciated
– understood. Active listening opens the door that begins with a person sharing what is
going on in their lives and through this healing and change can happen.

Come to the

Bar-B-Q
at
Congleton URC Church
on
Saturday June 13th. from 4 p.m.
Adults £3.50

Children free

Christmas Trees and Angels
Following the success of the ‘Nativity Scene Festival’ last year, Congleton URC will be
holding a festival based on angels in December.
We would like to have short quotations about angels dotted around. If you come across
any, can you please let Adrian Browne have them?
(Email: joanda2@yahoo.co.uk).
Thank you.

Alsager Fire Station Chaplaincy
Those of you reading this in Alsager will know that a new Fire Station is being
built next door. It will be an On-Call Station run by local volunteers. Local in this context means people who live within 5 minutes of the Station. The official opening will be
on Friday 7th August.
As part of our ministry to local people we have been exploring how we might
support the work of the staff and the Fire Service. Val Atkinson, Ria Harrison and Murray recently met with Cheshire Fire Service Chaplain Rev. Steve Parish to discuss this
and I am now making contact with the local Crew Manager.
My role as Chaplain will mainly involve me dropping in occasionally on a
Wednesday morning or evening when there is training, to get to know the different people, to listen to them and be there for them, maybe even take the occasional tray of buns
or cakes for them to share during a tea break or a box of chocolates at Christmas time.
That is something we could explore further as a church along with other things such as

praying for them and generally making them feel welcome. Val and Ria will act as back
up in case I am away.
Whilst this may not take up a great deal of time it is a vital support of and ministry
to local people doing wonderful work.
Murray

Alsager Coffee and Chat

Why not come along and bring a friend on the 1st Saturday of the month.
Enjoy great company and service, wonderful refreshments and a charity stall
So come and enjoy!

Your hosts will be
June
July
August

Tom and Janet Beamon
Chris Keeling and Eileen Wallace
Doreen Baker and Barbara Hurst

Come and be fed
in
Body, Mind and Spirit
at

Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
Midday
June 16th
July 21st
August 18th
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40pm

ALSAGER THURSDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP
The Spring Luncheon, which 30 people enjoyed, was another resounding success. A
delicious menu was devised by Lynne, Ria and Philip and served to an appreciative
group of diners.
There was an option of soup or melon starters and then salmon, beef, chicken, hot
quiches, accompanied by a selection of salads for the main course. Profiteroles,
chocolate fudge cake, strawberry meringues and carrot cake all served with fresh cream
were on offer for dessert. Isn’t it wonderful to share fellowship over a meal – a meal fit
for a king!
Following the meal Philip led devotions before introducing an assortment of table
games – courtesy of the Pre-teens Club.
After a time of great hilarity tea and coffee was served before Val gave a vote of thanks
to those who had arranged the afternoon and it was good to see many going home with
‘goodie’ bags to enjoy later!
For the second meeting in April we had something completely different.
Margaret Veal from the Englesea Brook Methodist Chapel and Museum gave an
excellent talk and power point presentation on Primitive Methodism. She then brought
us up to date with developments at the Museum where she works alongside Dr. Jill
Barber.
I was surprised by the number there who hadn’t actually visited the museum considering
how close it is to Alsager. Some years ago our fellowship held their Harvest Festival in
the little chapel down there – maybe we could arrange another visit sometime.
Our 44th Fellowship Anniversary was celebrated in grand style with a service in the
church. This year our soloist was Miss Margaret Pointon from Audley who sang three
lovely songs entitled, “The Lord is my Shepherd” (Vicar of Dibley version); “Beautiful
Isle of Somewhere” and “I’m a small part of the world”.
We had readings from Lynne and Kath, Marion accompanied our singing on the piano
and Lynne and Ria took the offertory which amounted to £50 and this will be donated
to Christian Aid.
Our guest speaker was well known and very popular local Methodist preacher Mrs
Bronwen Degg who led us in prayer and in her talk encouraged us all to listen for God’s
voice calling us, and helping us to plan for the future.
After a vote of thanks and presentations of plants, we adjourned to the church hall for
delicious cakes and fresh strawberry scones.
FUTURE MEETINGS:
June 11th Role of a Toastmaster
25th Pastor Pete Howard
July 9th Garden Party - details to follow.

-

Closed for Summer Recess until September 10th 2015.

Philip Eardley

Congleton Church on Tuesday
Café – Lunchtime Worship – Chat & Make
A warm welcome,
friendship and fellowship,
sustenance for body mind and spirit,
craft and conversation
Join us weekly between 10.00am and 2.30pm
Congleton URC, Antrobus Street.
Drop in to the Café:

10am -12 midday

Reflective refreshing worship:
Chat and Make:

12 – 12.30pm

12.30pm – 2.30pm

Tea, coffee and biscuits are available throughout this time
Congleton Social Ministry
Hello friends.
Murray has asked me to write something to tell you about my new role as Social
Ministries Secretary, so here I am with my new hat on wondering how to explain to you
all what I am doing when I'm not too sure myself yet what the position entails.
We have a vision to help those in our community who are far less fortunate than
ourselves and are trying to bring together lots of ideas on how to do this. One of these is
the clothes bank, a stock of clean clothes ready to be given to anyone who needs them.
My role is to help bring together those in need, with our clothes bank, and any
other ways we can help, through the various agencies who have first-hand
knowledge, be this Social Services, Storehouse, Homestart, Salvation Army etc., as well
as the homeless we already know.
This is a huge task but I am sure with God’s help and your prayers we will succeed. If you or anyone you know would be willing to help us by becoming a volunteer to
help sort clothes and/or man the Church during our opening hours ( these have yet to
be confirmed) please speak to myself or Murray. We would be extremely grateful, even
if it is only a few hours per month.
We do pray that others from local churches will join us making this a nondenominational venture, after all Jesus saw no boundaries, loving everyone equally.
Please pray for this venture, it is going to be a challenging but rewarding journey.
Peace be with you.
Margaret Bourner

Ghana Aid
Thank you to everyone who has continued to help raise funds for our proposed
trip to Ghana this summer. The balance in the account currently stands at £1600.
Owen, Anna and Chloe have already decided that they now do not wish to go to Ghana
this summer and I have felt for some time that my going out to see how we can help
them is not the best way for this money to be used. I know that DriveAidGhana (the
charity Alex and I were going to do volunteer work with) really need money to continue
with their school, farming and orphans projects.
After a long talk with my family over the last couple of months Alex and I have
decided that we will not go to Ghana but will instead give the money raised to them to
help fund their ongoing projects. I will ask Clement, the director of DriveAidGhana to
send us some photographs so that we can see some of the things that it is used for, and I
will continue to hold fundraising events for them as it is something I still feel very passionately about. I am sad that I will not be able to visit Ghana again but with a new
Grandson to cuddle and my role as Social Ministries Secretary I am sure that my time
will be fully occupied.
Once again, thank you to you all for your continued love and support, the money
we are sending will be put to good use and will make a tremendous difference.
God bless
Margaret Bourner
Congleton Fellowship and Pastoral Secretary
Hello friends,
I would like to introduce myself. My name is Marion McGuiness and I am the new
fellowship/pastoral secretary for Congleton URC
As pastoral secretary I hope to build a team of pastoral visitors around me who can
visit people throughout the church family for a chat or maybe help with any problems
i.e. shopping or hospital visits. If you think this is something God is calling you to do,
please contact me.
Of course I know many in our congregation are already doing this but the aim is to build
on the good work you are already doing.
We also hope to reach out to people in the community. So if you know anyone who is
lonely and needs a friend, or simply a little bit of help, let us know.
My role as fellowship secretary is to bring fun into the church by arranging days out
and afternoon teas. There will be a B.B.Q in June and at our Harvest supper this year we
will have a harvest of talent!
We know Britain's got talent; Simon Cowell keeps telling us!
So come on Congleton (and Alsager why don’t you join us) and bring friends. We would
love to see you .
If you need any information or would like to talk to me contact me on 01260 281314 or
email marionmcguiness@ymail.com
Please pray for me in this new venture
God bless
Your friend Marion

Marlfields Reception Class Visit Congleton URC
Carol Booth, Margaret Bourner, Joan Browne and Pauline McKeown had a good
morning with the Reception class from Marlfields Academy recently, when the children
visited the church.
During the summer term this class considers “Friends” in their RE lessons. The four
members from the church were able to help the children by telling Bible stories on this
theme and doing activities with the children.
As this was the children’s first visit to the church they had a good look round and said
what they had noticed. They thought about why people go to a church, what can happen
in a church during the week and what happens at Sunday services.
The Bible stories they heard were “Jesus blessing the children” and “Zacchaeus in the
tree”. The first story was heard whilst the children were in the church and then the staff
dramatized the story, ably assisted by Andy Jarvis, who took the part of Jesus.
When the class moved downstairs to the church hall, Carol Booth told the story of
Zacchaeus. Then it was the children’s turn to be actors as small groups re-told the story.
Each group also made a Zacchaeus figure, which climbed up a tree and coloured a
picture of Jesus blessing the children, adding themselves into the picture.
Thanks to Ann Thornber refreshments were served to everyone and the morning ended
with a prayer and the singing of “Zacchaeus was a very little man”.
This visit is one of a series of visits by different classes from the school.

A great deal of fun was had at
Congleton’s Games and afternoon tea.
During the course of the afternoon it
was suggested we have the two churches
have a games challenge event –
Are you up for it Alsager?

At Alsager there have been fond Farewells
to Dennis Jerrard who is starting a new
chapter of his life in Wigan with family
and friends.
Best wishes Dennis

The following people are known to be celebrating their birthdays during the next two
months
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL!
******************
June
July
st
th
1
Gordon Stockton
5 Graham Dawber
nd
2
Jan Wood
11th Doreen Baker
Coral Sibery
12th Elsie Georgeson
9th Gwen Pask
15th Ken Heaton
15th Nan Owen
Rev. Murray George
nd
st
22 Joy Stockton
21 David Keeling
If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
one of the Elders. We don’t need the age, just the date!

Alsager Handmade Cards Group
Our group meet on the third Monday of each month at 7.00pm in the winter months when the
weather and dark nights are best in our own homes – card making! We chat a lot and discuss
various techniques, share ideas and are always ready to try something new! All the cards we
make are sold to raise money for church funds and with prices from £1.50 to £2.50 they
really are a bargain.
However, if there is a special card which you would like making, or if you are interested in
joining the group then please speak to one of the ladies or ring Lynne on 877861

Alsager Handmade Cards Group
Due to holidays and other commitments the group have not been having their
monthly meetings.
However the ladies have continued to make, sell and donate monies to the
church. To date donations mounting to over £2,000 have been handed to the treasurers.
At the “Summer Fair” on Saturday 6th June, the group will be displaying and
selling a whole new range of cards which will be on show for the first time.
Be sure to come and say hello and if there is a special card that you would like
making please have a word with Lynne or one of the other ladies.

Bible Exploration
at Alsager URC
2nd and 4th Wednesdays
2.30p.m.
When it comes to exploring the Bible there are no experts.
Through Bible study/exploration we are fed, nourished by God’s living
word. We all have something to learn and something to share so please come
and join us.
All our welcome!
The Programme
Date
June 10th
June 24th
July 8th
July 22nd
August 12th

Subject
Amos 1- 4
Amos 5- 9
Mary mother of Jesus
Letter of James
Nahum

Leader
Rev. John
Rev. Murray
Rev. Murray
Rev. Murray
Rev. John

Radio Stoke comes to Alsager.
On Sunday 26th July we have a very special service at Alsager URC. We are hosting
Radio Stoke. They are coming to record what will end up being broadcast as two
services. The first one which takes approximately 30 minutes will be recorded live.
(There will be no stopping and starting to correct mistakes!)
After that service finishes we will record an extra three hymns, a second short
sermon/reflection and prayers. This will be mixed with some of the elements of the first
service to make a second complete service to be broadcast early next year. The Worship
Group in planning the service were keen to make it a real reflection and experience of
Alsager URC.
We would therefore ask as many of you as possible to gather together on the 26th July,
those who regularly attend worship on a Sunday Morning or evening or Tuesday
lunchtime. Those from Pre-teens, Messy Church, Afternoon Fellowship and every other
group that meets here and helps make Alsager URC what it is, all are welcome! Every
voice is precious and we want you to be heard because if you are heard the church is
heard.
So please, put the date in your diary – even if it means crossing other things out - and
let’s join together with thousands of other people in the Stoke area to praise God and
celebrate Alsager URC.
ALSAGER CHURCH FAMILY NEWS MAY 2015.
What a month of good news we have had…..
The birth of Harriet Rose Pickavance,
A daughter for Naomi and Richard George Pickavance. Naomi is the eldest daughter of
Revd. Murray and his wife Karen.
The birth of Princess Charlotte ….
to William and Kate… Our future king and his wife.
A wonderful wedding celebrated in our church of Sharon and Sean, now known
to us as Mr. and Mrs. Bible…
This took place on a glorious sunny day in a beautifully decorated church reflecting the
floral colours of the bride’s bouquet. The same colour of a warm orange/gold was also
picked out in the men’s dress with ties to match and also in the bridesmaids’ dresses.
Not forgetting the page boy who scattered petals in the pathway of the bride as she
walked down the aisle.

This month we said good bye to Dennis Jerrard who, having been a member of our
church for over 30 years, left Alsager to live in Wigan with his daughter and son in law.
Dennis received a cheque from the church fellowship… and The Thursday Fellowship
presented Dennis with a tea towel giving a pictorial reminder of Alsager. We will miss
Dennis very much as he has been such a stalwart member of the church. We know now
that he will be safe with his family and not alone. ( You can see a picture of Dennis receiving his
tea towel and Pictures of Alsager from Philip above - Murray)
Our good wishes and prayers go to them all for the future.
We are reminded that we are all one family in Christ whoever we are. We are all part of a
caring, sharing and supporting community.
We pray for those who are not well at this time either at home or in hospital…
and those struggling to keep independent… or need help and support. So we
remember ….
Doreen Baker, Nancy Hartshorne, Joan and Ken Heaton, Pat Averill,
Beryl Garwell, Dorothy Bragg, Syd and Marion Rowbotham, Alan Abraham,
Olive Lear. Amy Coe, John Keeling, Betty McCullough, Nan Owen, Philip and
Lynne Eardley.
Val.
Alsager Letters
Dear Friends at Alsager United Reformed Church,
On Sunday April 19th we were married in your lovely church by Reverend Murray. This
was the happiest day of our lives!
From our initial meeting Reverend Murray made us feel at ease in a church which we’ve
heard so much about over the years from Uncle Philip and Aunty Lynne Eardley, so we
felt at home!
We found it very emotional as all our family and friends were there, some travelling from
Tenerife just for the weekend!
The church looked beautiful with all the flowers, the sun shining through the windows
and the music played by Mr Ian White was amazing.
We loved and will treasure every moment, the joyful singing and meaningful prayers and
readings.
When we felt that we would have struggled, during the exchanging of the vows,
Reverend Murray had us laughing and that dissolved all the tension.
Our heartfelt thanks from Sean and Sharon, Mr and Mrs Bible. Tenerife.

Dear Friends,
I would just like to thank each and every one for your prayers, kind messages and lovely
flowers during my recent spell ‘under the weather’.
Love Lynne x
Following Christian Aid Week in May I received this thank you from June Williams at
Christian Aid:
Thank you to all who supported the Christian Aid fund-raising coffee morning in St.
Mary Magdalene Church on Saturday, which raised £706-66. This will help to transform
lives in poor countries around the world.
And just before going to press Murray received a letter from Christian Aid Representative, Helen Howe, who led worship on 10th May thanking us for our donation. The full
letter will be posted on the notice board in the hall for you to read.

And Finally…
A sponsored canoe trip around the Cheshire Ring

The Cheshire Ring is a 97 mile loop of linked canals that goes from Kidsgrove in the
south through Congleton and Macclesfield to Ashton Under Lyne and Manchester in
the North and then on through Lymm and Preston Brook to the west and finally back to
Kidsgrove via Middlewich.
The route travels along six different canals, has 92 locks and three tunnels. During the
week of the 27th July I intend to undertake a sponsored canoe of the Cheshire Ring to
raise funds for two charities.

Many of you will know that one of the young people at Congleton has been receiving
treatment at The Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital for just over a year now since it
was discovered they had a brain tumour. The treatment and care they and the family
have received has been wonderful. Therefore I want to raise funds for The Royal
Manchester Children’s Hospital. The specific project has yet to be decided but will be
chosen by the family themselves. More information about that will be given nearer the
time.
I also want to raise funds to help toward the work Congleton URC is developing in the
local community. Some of the work you can read about elsewhere in this copy of the
magazine so I won’t write more of it here.
People will be free to sponsor me for one or the other good cause or for their
sponsorship to be split between the work of the hospital and the Church.
So watch out for more information and sponsor forms coming out later in June. I am
keen to raise as much as possible so if you are happy to take a sponsorship form to work
or Social club etc. please let me know. One advantage of canoeing the Cheshire Ring is
that there is a tow path along every stretch so if anyone fancies walking with me for a
little way you would be welcome. A rough itinerary will be published nearer the time.
Lastly please pray that this event does not just raise much needed funds but awareness of
the great work the hospital (and the church) is doing.
Thank you
Murray
Worship dates and times
Date

Time

Alsager

Leader

June
7th
14th
16th
21st

10.30 am
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am

Family Worship with Communion
Church family Worship
Tuesday Lunchtime service
Father’s Day Worship & Messy Church

21st
28th

6.30 pm Ecumenical evening Worship
10.30 am Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Bob Parker
Val Atkinson
The Worship Group
Rev. Murray George
Rev. John Gleaves
Rev. Murray George

July
5th

10.30 am Family Worship with Communion

Rev. David Hamblin

12th
19th
19th
21st
26th
August

10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

Church family Worship
Church Family Worship & Messy Church
Ecumenical evening Worship
Tuesday Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship (Radio Stoke)

Rev. Murray George
Val Atkinson
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

10.30 am Family Worship with Communion

Rev. Murray George
Mr Ian White

Date
June
2nd
7th

Time

Leader

June 7th
9th
14th
16th
21st
23rd
28th
28th
30th
July
5th
5th
7th
12th

6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday

Ecumenical Service at WellSpring
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Worship With Holy Communion
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship
Evening Service with Holy Communion
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

All age Worship
Ecumenical Service at Trinity
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George

14th

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George

19th

10.30 am Church Family Worship with Communion

Rev. Murray George

21st

Midday

Mrs Carol Booth

7

th

th

Congleton

Midday
Lunchtime service
10.30 am All age Worship

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Mrs Carol Booth
Mrs Margaret Stacey
Rev. Derek Balsdon
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Mrs Carol Booth
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mr Bob Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Bob Parker

26
26th

10.30 am Church Family Worship
6.30 pm Evening Worship with Holy Communion

Rev Bill Farquar
Rev. Murray George

28th
August

Midday

Rev. Murray George

2nd

10.30 am All age Worship

Mrs Carol Booth

2nd

6.30 pm

Rev. Murray George

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Ecumenical Service at URC

Dates For your Diary

Date
June
Alsager
6th
6th

Time

10th
16th
17th
20th

2.30 pm
Midday
2pm
9.30-12

June 22nd
24th
28th
June
Congleton
8th
13th

7.30 pm
2.30 pm
Midday

14th – 21st

Various

22nd
July
Alsager
4th
4th
8th
19th
18th
20th
21st
22nd
August
1st

7.30 pm

Details

10-12noon
Summer Fair with Coffee & Chat
8.30- 9.30am Morning Prayer

7.15pm
4 pm

Bible Exploration - Amos Chapters 1- 4
Lunchtime service and lunch
Stop in name of God Reflective/quiet time
Clear out and tidy up day
Pastoral Care of the Elderly Sharing good
practice and ideas A South Cheshire Group
event at Middlewich URC
Bible Exploration Amos Chapters 5-8
Alsager Church Meeting

Elders Meeting
Church BBQ
Congleton Bible Week (see insert for
information)
Pastoral Care of the Elderly Sharing good
practice and ideas A South Cheshire Group
event at Middlewich URC

8.30-9.30 am Morning Prayer
10- midday
Coffee & Chat
2.30 pm
Bible Exploration - Mary the Mother of Jesus
Deadline day for Link Items
TBC
Big Day Out at Southport
7.30 pm
Elders Meeting
2.30pm
Lunchtime service and lunch
2.30 pm
Bible Exploration - Nahum
8.30 -9.30
10-midday

Prayer Meeting
Coffee & Chat

July
Congleton
6th
7.15 pm
th
19
18th
TBC
27th – 31st

Elders meeting in the Vestry
Deadline day for Link Items
Big Day Out at Southport
Sponsored Canoe around Cheshire Ring

Regular Weekly Activities
Day
Monday

Time
5.15 pm

Place
Congleton

6.15 pm

Congleton

2nd Mon

2.00 pm

Alsager

3rd Mon

7-9 pm

Alsager

Tues

10 am12 noon
12noon 12.30
12.30
- 2.30
1.30 pm

2nd and 4th
Tuesdays

7.30 pm

Congleton

3rd Tues

Midday

Alsager

Wed

10.00 am

Congleton

Mums and Tots

Wed

2.00 pm

Congleton

Bible Study

2nd & 4th
Wednesdays

2.30 pm

Alsager

Bible
Exploration

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton

Morning Prayer

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship

Thurs in

6-7 pm

Alsager

Pre-Teens

Tues
Tues
Tues

Activity
1st
Congleton
Rainbows
4th Congleton
Brownies

Contact
Pauline
McKeown
01260 275947
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947

Congleton

Café in foyer

Jean Cook
01260 276513

Congleton

Lunchtime
Worship
Chat & Make

Congleton
Congleton

Photographic
group
Card Making
Group

Keep Fit for the
not-so-fit
Bible
Exploration

Midday service
& Buffet meal

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Marion McGuinness
01260 281314
Christine Astil
01260 273027
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

Philip &
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip &

term time

Lynne Eardley
01270 877861

Thurs

7.30 pm

Congleton

Bible Study

3rd Thurs
June

2.30 pm

Alsager

Alsager Court
service

Friday

10 am

Congleton

Café

1st Sat
1st Sat

8.30-9.30 Alsager
10am-12 Alsager

Morning Prayer
Coffee and Chat

Sat

10am -12 Congleton

Café

Sat

10am

Music Practice

Congleton

Bob Booth
01260 273772
Jean Cook
01260 276513

Rev. Murray George
Jean Cook
01260 276513
Jean Cook
01260 276513

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
19th July
The next issue will cover
August – September
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information
to Murray George or leave in
the folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information
to Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of
church
Alsager URC
Website:
www.alsagerurc.org.uk

Congleton URC
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager Elders
Church Secretary
Ria Harrison
01270 487067
Gordon Stockton 01270 878421
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
David Keeling
01562 747377
Philip Eardley
01270 877861
Christine Roche
01270 764175
Val Atkinson
01270 766909
Bob Harrison
01270 487067
Congleton Elders
Church Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Worship Secretary
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Pastoral and fellowship Secretary
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Social Ministries Secretary
Margaret Bourner 01260 641869
Property and Finance secretary
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Pauline McKeown 01260 275947
Cynthia Muncaster 01260 271844
Anne Thornber
01260 297860

