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Dear friends,
The ‘Lord of the Dance’ is a very popular hymn, although not everyone’s favourite.
Listening to it reminds me of how I once read that life itself can be likened to a dance,
and I can see why.
Dance can be joyful, passionate, formal or informal, spontaneous or planned. It can be
celebratory or express anger, loss and betrayal in the form of some of the great ballets.
Dance can tell stories, move and inspire us. It can be individual, or we can be part of a
(hopefully) harmonising group, or a couple trying not to tread on each other’s toes as
they tackle the intricacies of the Quick Step! Dance can require discipline, sensitivity and
of course a great deal of practice! What lessons can we take from the idea of dance for
our lives as Christians?
The ideas of sensitivity, practice, working together, dedication and harmony are
obviously important. But there are a couple of big differences. When dancing, it is vital
that the rhythm of the dance matches the rhythm of the music; it is no good trying to do
a waltz to rock and roll, believe me it doesn’t work. It is also important that everyone is
dancing to the same tune, even if the Waltz is your favourite and you don’t really like the
Jive, like me!
In our church life we must also be responsive to new ideas when they come along, and
try them out and be flexible enough to dance to a new and unfamiliar tune and not just
dance to our old favourites. I’ve always thought I had two left feet and no sense of
rhythm, but when we were in Saffron Walden, Karen and I found a good teacher ( we
are still looking here – anybody?) and with guidance, practice and much patience from
her I have found it is not true. I found that I actually enjoyed dancing. I certainly have
my favourites that I feel safe with and that I gain satisfaction and reassurance from
accomplishing, but the challenge of a new dance, a new rhythm, a new way to express
myself, is also wonderful.
Later on in the magazine you will find some questions we were recently asked at
Summer Synod. They go under the heading ‘What is the Spirit saying to the churches?’
and are effectively asking us to think about the current rhythms of our Church life (in
musical terms) and what new rhythms we might learn to keep the dance alive. If we
listen to the Spirit it will lead us in a dance that may be slightly unfamiliar to us but built
upon a familiar rhythm.
Church life is most effective when it enables both its traditional and new expressions of
faith to flourish; there is room and a need for both.
Happy listening and dancing!
Your friend and minister
Murray

PRAYER PAGE: LECTIO DIVINA: What’s that???
“Lectio Divina” literally means “sacred reading” and it is a very ancient
(Benedictine) method of praying with the Bible that many people find makes a
valuable contribution to their spiritual lives today.
Although various writers give slightly different methods the following three
step outline of Reading, Meditating and Praying is probably the simplest:
1.
Reading:
Choose a passage from scripture that is not too long, perhaps a psalm,
perhaps a section from the New Testament. Read it (maybe more than once)
slowly and reverently, perhaps a verse at a time, perhaps less.
2.
Meditating:
As you come to a phrase that begins to mean something, that touches you in
some way, stop, and repeat it, over and over. Relish these words from Holy
Scripture, let them sink into your subconscious, and become part of you.
Take your time over this: you want to carry these words around with you for
always or you may want to write them down.
3.
Praying:
When you have dwelt on the phrase for a while, let prayer arise out of you.
Perhaps you will want to celebrate your love and enjoyment of God by
making an act of praise. Perhaps you will want to ask for help and grace.
Perhaps you will share a sense of struggle and confusion. Perhaps you will
want to humble yourself before God and ask forgiveness. It may be a
wordless prayer that comes up from within, or it may be a matter of saying
something to God. But in some way you gather up what is going on within
you and direct it towards God in prayer.
When you have finished meditating and praying on your phrase, turn back to
the text and continue with your reading, until you have another phrase which
you can meditate on and pray out of. So the reading, meditating, and praying
can continue for as long as you have time or inclination!
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:
Sat Sept 19th
Quiet Day at Croft Meadows Farm, Horton 10.00am-4.00pm
(It will be led by Rev Murray and entitled: ‘Family Matters’).
Participants will need to bring a packed lunch and a Bible, notebook,
pen/pencil and even a camera might be useful. The cost of the day will
again be £7.00 and names and money should now be given to John.)
Sat Oct 17th
Vision2020 Spirituality and Prayer Day 10.00am-4.00pm
There are NO current changes to the ALSAGER PRAYER DIARY.

Mersey Summer Synod 2015
The 2nd Summer Synod meeting for Merseyside was held at Upton-by-Chester URC on
Thursday 9th July. We were warmly welcomed by a buffet meal and following the
opening devotions, notices were given about forthcoming events:
The Big Day Out -in Southport on 18th July,
Malawi Concerts - a recent one raised £1325 with two more concerts on 17th July in
Port Sunlight and 12th September at Oakvale, Liverpool.
General Assembly recall - to further discuss the question of the marriage of same sex
couples.
Pilots Day at West Midlands Safari Park - A short film was shown showing the children
really enjoying their day there.
Human Resources - Synod are looking to start an HR group to operate on an "as
needed" basis. We were asked to submit the names of anyone who we thought would
be interested.
Looking Ahead Locally - Christmas Season of invitation - broadening out The Back to
Church Sunday by inviting people to the five services: ie Harvest, Remembrance,
Advent, Christmas and Back to Church. A training session on 6th September 3-5pm
with Michael Harvey at Parkgate & Neston.
Carols to Go - a resource sheet offering all you need for a Carol Service, readings, Carols
etc.
Christmas starts with Christ - to remind people that Christmas is not just about
shopping, food and partying. There are distinctive posters and artwork being displayed
on buses and at the tube stations this year. These will be available to be purchased.
Operation Christmas Child (Samaritans Purse) -The regional manager reminded us about
The Shoebox Appeal and offered resources for the coming season. He told us about a
discipleship programme for children called The Greatest Journey to which they are
invited to enrol. Details are on their website. Samaritans Purse work with all faiths, not
just Christians, wherever the need is the greatest. This year the shoe boxes will be going
to Nepal.
Looking ahead in the Synod - we were asked to split into groups to consider the future
of The Children's &Youth Development Officer as the present holder will be retiring in
February 2017. We all felt that it needed to be continued but that the safeguarding role
should be a separate role as this has now become an increasingly time consuming and
laborious position.
Looking ahead across the URC - We then discussed three questions from the booklet
"What is the Spirit saying to the Churches?".
1. Name a particular blessing from God that you have received through participation
in the United Reformed Church.
2. Which characteristics of being United and Reformed are of particular significance to
you and which do you want to offer to your local community?
3. In what ways do you see these marks of the Spirit in your congregation?
I think some of us found this to be a little challenging and the discussion was slow to
start as we all thought deeply about the questions. Personal experiences were shared and

we all felt that Elders, and Church meetings, whilst sometimes a challenge, were a major
part of being both United and Reformed and that we were all seeing many marks of the
Spirit in our congregations at the present time.
The meeting closed with a hymn and the blessing.
Margaret
‘What is the Spirit saying to the churches?’
Here are the questions as they were presented at the Summer Synods. The results of
those discussions are being fed back to the Faith and Order committee who will use
them to make some recommendations/ resolutions for next year’s General Assembly.
We might touch on some of the questions in our worship or in Elders and Church
meetings but I invite you to consider, reflect and discuss them over coffee, in a study or
fellowship group.
Murray
1. Name

a particular blessing from God that you have received through participation in
the United Reformed Church?
2. Which characteristics of being United and being Reformed are of particular
significance to you and which do you want to offer to your local community? Mission
Council worked on identifying the range of Reformed characteristics which shape the
United Reformed Church’s identity:
• Semper Reformanda – openly and intentionally stating our readiness to change in light
of experience of the Holy Spirit;
• Our particular interpretation of the priesthood of all believers;
• Elders – ordained and set apart for shared leadership;
• The church meeting, in which people together discern the leading of the Holy Spirit,
and through which power is shared;
• The ability to develop policies that embrace diversity, e.g. recognising both infant and
believers baptism, but not re-baptism;
• Upholding the rights of personal conviction;
• The strong sense of social justice and action;
• Freedom in worship, centring on Scripture;
• Valuing the local church
2. In what ways do you see these marks of the Spirit in your congregation:
a) The Holy Spirit is the giver of life and the energiser. In shared discernment, the
Church identifies the aspects of life that give energy and learns to sit lightly to those
aspects which drain people of energy. This is not about choosing an easy road, but about

being passionate disciples, set on fire by the Spirit.
b) The Holy Spirit is the giver of gifts and these come through different languages and
voices. The Church is called to identify and celebrate the diversity of gifts held within
the body of Christ, not judging people, but helping each one to discover his or her
particular gifts, giving thanks for the gift of each person in each part of the Church’s life
and recognising that it is the same Spirit drawing all people to God.
c) The Holy Spirit is the Indweller, dwelling in the midst of God’s people. A high
priority of the Church’s life is to rediscover the importance of worship, prayer and
theology, to sense the tangibility of God – in sign and symbol, in bread and wine, in each
other – and to convey that tangibility to a needy world. The Church needs to find again
an appropriate sense of ‘fear and trembling’ in encountering the mystery and wonder of
the living God in our midst.
d) The Holy Spirit leads God’s people into truth – not my truth or your truth, but God’s
truth. As members of the body of Christ talk together, different perceptions of truth are
shared, recognising that God’s truth will only be seen in all its fullness at the eschaton.
One of the Reformed characteristics that the United Reformed Church cherishes is
wrestling to discover where the truth lies, continually open to new insights.
e) The Holy Spirit is the Sender. The Church is not here for itself alone, but, by sharing
in the life of the Holy Spirit, shares in God’s purpose for God’s world.

WANTED
STREET PASTORS and PRAYER PASTORS
In Congleton
to serve either on a Friday or a Saturday evening from 8pm to midnight.
Please prayerfully consider if the Lord may be calling YOU
to one of these ministries.
For Street Pastors: contact Dianne Burgess, Street Pastors Co-ordinator
dianneburgess@btinternet.com or on 01260 276469
For Prayer Pastors: contact Anne Argent, Prayer Pastors Co-ordinator
Anne.a.244@btinternet.com or on 01260 277288

A Trip to York
Saturday 5th.
September
£15 per person.
The Minster
National Railway Museum
York Castle Museum
York Castle
Jorvik Viking Experience
River Trips
Merchant Adventurers’ Hall
York Dungeon
The Shambles
Walk round the City Walls
and
Plenty of shops and cafés
A £5 deposit to Marion McGuinness will reserve your
seat.

Alsager Coffee and Chat

Why not come along and bring a friend on the 1st Saturday of the month.
Enjoy great company and service, wonderful refreshments and a charity stall
So come and enjoy!

Your hosts will be
August
September
October
November
December

Doreen Baker and Barbara Harkness
Bob and Ria Harrison
Lynne Eardley and Barbara Harkness
Audrey Dawber and Marie Riley
Tom and Janet Beamon

THE LISTENING EAR
Congleton URC will be holding a course, ‘The Listening Ear’, later in the year; dates to
be announced.
The course is the first step toward us developing a listening ministry. It is a national
course set by Acorn Christian Healing Foundation.
There are six modules: 1. Tuning In 2. What Kind of Listener Are You? 3. Identifying
Obstacles 4. Ideas to Inspire 5. Doorway to Good Listening. 6. Affected by Dementia .
The course is open to everyone and we are inviting other churches including Alsager
URC to join us. For more information and to book a place please contact:
Rev Murray George 01260 273873 or Marion McGuinness 01260 281314.

Come and be fed
in
Body, Mind and Spirit
at

Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
Midday
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40pm
As there is no service in August
our next service is 15th September

The Bible – Influence and Power
The Word generates faith and re generates us. Joseph Alleine
The foundation of every reformation of the Holy Sprit is the Word of God made plain
to people. Frank Cooke

Congleton URC is proud to be Seen in Green
On Sunday 5th. July members
of the morning congregation
delved into their wardrobes,
looked in their cupboards
and cajoled their friends so
they would have something
green to wear to church.
Murray’s bright green socks
had to be seen!) Why?

To support the Royal Manchester Children’s’ Hospital ‘Be seen in Green’ campaign to
raise money for the refurbishment of the Oncology Ward to change it from the look of
a usual hospital ward to one which would be more child friendly to make those who had
to stay there for several days and their young visitors, feel more at home. A total of
£200 was raised.
The church did this as a ‘Thank You’ to the hospital staff who have done such a
wonderful job in their treatment of Elliot Browne, age 9, (centre of picture). Twelve
months ago she was admitted with a tumour located in an inaccessible part of her brain
with a cyst growing from it which was impinging on several nerves and causing
problems. Twelve months on and the chemotherapy treatment has virtually removed
the cyst and Elliot is back to her normal self. The treatment will continue until next
Easter to try and remove the tumour, which is benign.
The treatment has been supported with prayers, not only from the Congleton
congregation, but also from their friends and family throughout the country.

On September 27th Congleton
URC welcomes Café Jam
"Spread some song across
your heart!"
It will be an opportunity
to learn some new songs, and revisit
some not so new, in a relaxed and
informal setting. There will be lots of
drinks and cakes. So come and meet existing friends and make new friends, why not bring a friend
it promises to be a great evening.
All those who love to sing, of ANY ability, are invited and welcomed to join in this enjoyable event or just come to listen! It will be held in the hall rather than the church and please come at 6.30pm
for a 7pm start. Everyone is welcome to Cafe Jam!
Cake donations will be welcomed

Above are a couple of photo’s showing the start and finish of the Cheshire Canal
Challenge. Murray, Kennedy and Nigel give an enormous THANK YOU to everybody
who did so much to support the sponsored event we undertook to Kayak and Cycle 100
miles along the Trent and Mersey and Macclesfield Canals. (Nigel ended up walking a
significant section of it one day when his bike broke under the harsh conditions!).
We must thank the support team of Lisa and Laura for transporting us, for Adrian
who took on the role of publicity and photographer and a special thank you to all who
came and supported us along the route from Alsager, Congelton and the other churches
in the group. We would like to thank in particular those who came to meet us either
along the route or at the end and unfortunately missed us. We were sometimes quicker
(surprisingly) than we thought we would be but we do appreciate all everyone did, thank
you. Finally a big thank you to everyone who gave so generously to the two good causes,
the community work of the church and the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital
research project into early diagnosis and treatment of Childhood brain tumours.
As yet I do not have a final total but we have certainly exceeded £1500.00. Thank You!

Pre-teens
Whew it’s been hectic! But having our regular helpers has once again proved invaluable.
Carolynne, Faye and Gill have long been stalwarts and now we’ve been joined by Leona
and so on behalf of all the children and parents we thank you!!
Over the last two months our attendance has fluctuated due to school trips, parents
evenings, etc., but we’ve still shared lots of activities, glass painted sun catchers, spiral
wind catchers being two new crafts. At the kitchen servery a variety of goodies such as
fresh strawberry flans, knickerbocker glory, pizza, butterfly cakes and much more.
Our last meeting we decided that instead of the children enjoying a party, we’d invite
their parents along too and cook our first BBQ. We were concerned about the weather
and of course we didn’t actually know how many or if any of the parents would stay. On

the day the weather was fine if a little cloudy but we took the decision and set up tables
and chairs around the car park. The food was laid out, salads, sauces etc., alongside
Philip at the BBQ, they started to arrive – 23 children, parents and grandparents! We had
a fabulous time and to everyone’s surprise ‘Snaggers’ the balloon man arrived (secretly
booked some weeks before). He made balloons into tremendous shapes and each child
was able to take home at least two balloon models each!
It was a wonderful way to end our sessions – until we return again in September and so
we wish everyone a safe and happy holiday.
God bless you all, Lynne

UNITED PUDDLEDUCKS !!
A new venture was started a few weeks ago thank to the initiative put forward by Lauren
Moffat and Kayleigh Enos.
With help from the church and donations of beautiful toys and equipment the new little
club began.
The church hall rang with mums chatting and children playing, it was great and the first
two weeks refreshments were provided by Tesco – cake and biscuits week one and
healthy eating, fresh fruit, tiny cheeses, a variety of breads and lots of tub of nibbles all
enjoyed by that children and the adults!
Over the holiday period the club will be closed and relaunched again in September,
so watch this space.
Happy holidays everyone, Lynne x

ALSAGER CHURCH FAMILY NEWS, JUNE /JULY 2015.
Summer is upon us … I suppose … as it blows hot and cold we keep umbrellas at the
ready, which is not a bad thing as they can shade us from the sun as well as keep off the
rain !
The fish in my pond gasp for air when the sun blazes down unmercifully.
Keeping cool and well hydrated is of great importance to us all as dehydration plays
havoc with our health.
Speaking of fish, at the Father’s Day service we were given colourful fish shaped cards
on which to write our prayers and then placed the fish in a net at the front of the church.
The net with fish remains at the front of the church, safe with the Fishermen of Galilee.
[see photo]

We enjoyed our Summer Fair in June and
raised £630. Despite the disruption by
roadworks outside the church it was well
attended with the cake stall, as always, selling
out quickly, no one seemed to be on a diet that
day !
With the coming completion of the Alsager
Fire Station next door to the church we are
pleased to welcome the staff as our new
neighbours and Murray as their Chaplain.
We also received into membership Pat Averill and Chris Winskill . A very warm
welcome to you both as you join our church family.
Let us remember those who need out thoughts and prayers …
Amy Coe, Joan and Ken Heaton, Pat Averill, Doreen Baker,
Lynne and Philip Eardley, Nancy Hartshorne, Nan Owen,
Syd and Marion Rowbothom, Betty McCullough, Graham Dawber.
Father comfort and protect them in this their time of need.

The following people are known to be celebrating their birthdays during the next two
months
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL!
******************
August
September
4th Stuart Alcock
5th Alan Abraham
Enid Griffiths
10th Melanie Edwards
22nd Joan Heaton
11th Olive Lear
23rd Betty McCullough
14th David Riley
28th John Keeling
29th Nancy Hartshorne
If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
one of the Elders. We don’t need the age, just the date!

Congleton Christmas Trees and Angels
Boxes for Angels
For the 'Angels and Trees Festival' in December, we want to make some very large angels. For these we will need large cardboard boxes. (One dimension must be at least
18"/50cm.). If you are having any large items delivered which come in cardboard boxes,
can we have the boxes, please? Please bring them to church (or give them to Murray at
Alsager). If you have problems transporting them in Congleton, please contact Adrian
Browne (01260 270628).
Thank you.

Alsager Fire Station
Those of you reading this in Alsager will know that a new Fire Station is now
complete and operational. The official opening will be on Friday 7th August and Gordon
Stockton and Rev. Murray have been invited to attend to represent the church.
Here is a small part of a letter from the fire service at the beginning of June, the
complete letter can be read on the notice board in the church hall.
Dear Reverend,
I would very much like to take this opportunity to thank you for the use of the
Church hall during the construction stage. I would particularly like to thank Mr Gordon
Stockton whose help and support during this period has been most appreciated.
We look forward to being your neighbours in Alsager…
Yours sincerely
Paul Hancock
Chief Fire Officer
Note: On Sunday 13th September the Fire Station are having an Open Day. It
starts at midday so as not to clash with morning worship and all are welcome to see the
station and meet the staff!

Some causes to Celebrate!
"The following children and young people were welcomed into the Body of Christ in the
first six months of 2015 at Congleton.
Baptised - 1st February 2015 - Summer Jayne Evans - Born 22nd March 2014
Baptised - 15th March 2015 - Darcie-Ann Susan Knowles - Born 29th September 2014
Baptised - 15th March 2015 - Tyler Jon Simon Oakes - Born 31st July 2014
Baptised - 15th March 2015 - Torii Rae Bobbie Oakes - Born 31st March 2012
Baptised - 10th May 2015 - Thomas William Hurley - Born 9th September 2014
Baptised - 10th May 2015 - Charlie George Gay - 25th November 2014 "
Congratulations to Olive Lear at Alsager who has been blessed with another Great
Granddaughter, Harper Rose Williams.
We wish all these young Children of God a long and blessed life, may they grow up
knowing the presence and love of God in their lives.

ALSAGER THURSDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP

It gives me great pleasure to report on the last two meetings before going into the
summer recess.
On 25th June Pastor Pete Howard made a welcome return to our Fellowship and gave us
an update on the developments that have taken place at his Community Church on
Lawton Road, Alsager. After reeling off an impressive list it was understandable why he
wanted to celebrate some of the new initiatives and events now up and running. Pete
went on to outline a marriage service which took place at the church, their only wedding
in 10 years and what a joy and privilege it was to officiate on the day.
It was a most interesting insight into how their church is moving into the future.
The final meeting on July 9th saw us holding our Annual Garden Party! However,
because of the uncertainty of the weather we resorted to holding it in the church hall.
Bedecked with numerous pot plants, flowers and bunting it really did set the scene for a
delightful afternoon. We opened with prayer and then Gwen accompanied us on the
piano while we sang “All things bright and beautiful”, followed by Philip singing new
words to “Jesus loves me” while everyone joined in the chorus. While Lynne and Ria
plated up the Afternoon Tea the members took part in a Tree and Flower Quiz, bought
raffle tickets from Bob and perused the sales table. Over £80 was raised during the
afternoon and this will be given to a charity decided upon by our members at the AGM
later in the year.
At the end of the afternoon 4 lucky winners (determined by a star stuck to the bottom of
the plates) took home the table flower arrangements made by Ria. A lovely time was
had by all and Val gave a vote of thanks.

PLEASE NOTE: We are now closed until Thursday 10th September at 2.30pm when a
new programme will be issued.
We provide an open door for anyone to join us to share a short devotion and enjoy fun
and fellowship in a Christian environment.
A Big thank you…
To everyone who took part in the Radio Stoke recorded service at Alsager on Sunday
26th July. But particularly to the members of the Worship Group who put the services
together and did so much to ensure everything went smoothly. It was really wonderful to
see so many people for throughout the life of church. Our thoughts and prayers go out
Enid Griffiths and Olive Lear who were involved in an accident on the way to the
service.
Every Blessing
Murray

Congleton Church on Tuesday
Café – Lunchtime Worship – Chat & Make
A warm welcome,
friendship and fellowship,
sustenance for body mind and spirit,
craft and conversation
Join us weekly between 10.00am and 2.30pm
Congleton URC, Antrobus Street.
Drop in to the Café:

10am -12 midday

Reflective refreshing worship:
Chat and Make:

12 – 12.30pm

12.30pm – 2.30pm

Tea, coffee and biscuits are available throughout this time

Letters of Thanks
I would like to thank everyone in the Congleton Church family for their support and
prayer through Dennis’s last illness, also their kind messages of condolence when he
died.
Also a big thank you to Rev. Murray George for his kindness and care to Dennis and us.
Margaret Beecroft and Family
A Big Thank you to Rev John Keeling who stepped in at the last moment to take the
service at Alsager when we discovered I had doubled booked for a Sunday service in
July. My apologies for the disruption and thank you John!
I’ll triple check from now on to make sure it does not happen again.
Yours humbly and gratefully
Murray
To everyone at Alsager United Reformed Church:
Chris and I send our sincere thanks to you all for the gifts given to us to mark the 25th
Anniversary of my Ordination.
It was a very kind gesture and much appreciated.
My token will no doubt be spent on books and I will let you know what I’ve had when
I’ve spent it and Chris’s Willow Pattern figure of the Angel of Freedom stands proudly
alongside her others.
Thanks also to Ria for her kind words – I did at first wonder who she was talking about!
Again very many thanks & every blessing to you all
John

Alsager Handmade Cards Group

Our group meet on the third Monday of each month at 7.00pm in the winter months when the
weather and dark nights are best in our own homes – card making! We chat a lot and discuss
various techniques, share ideas and are always ready to try something new! All the cards we
make are sold to raise money for church funds and with prices from £1.50 to £2.50 they
really are a bargain.
However, if there is a special card which you would like making, or if you are interested in
joining the group then please speak to one of the ladies or ring Lynne on 877861

Bible Exploration
at Alsager URC
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 2.30p.m.
When it comes to exploring the Bible there are no experts.
Through Bible study/exploration we are fed, nourished by God’s living
word. We all have something to learn and something to share so please come
and join us.
The Programme
Date
Subject
Leader
August 12th

Nahum

Rev. John

August 26th

Habbakuk

Rev. Murray

September 9th

Deborah

Rev. Murray

September 23rd

1 Peter

Rev .Murray

A DAILY PRAYER
So far God, I have done all right.
I have not gossiped, I have not lost my temper, I have not been grumpy, nasty or
selfish, I am very glad about that.
But in a few minutes, God,
I am going to get out of bed – from then on, I’m going to need a lot of help!

Date

Time

August
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

6
13th
15th
20th
20th
27th

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

4

10.30 am
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
6.30 pm
10.30 am

2
2nd
4th
9th
11th
16th
18th
23rd
23rd
25th
30th

September
1st
6th
6th

Rev. Murray George
Mr Ian White
Mr Tony Pedley
Rev. David Spence
Rev. Bob Parker
Rev. Murray George

Family Worship with Communion
Church family Worship
Lunchtime service & Buffet
Harvest Festival & Messy Church
Ecumenical evening Worship
Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Bill Farquhar
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray & Worship G
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Bob Parker

Alsager
10.30 am Family Worship with Communion

August
nd

Family Worship with Communion
Church family Worship
Church Family Worship & Messy Church
Church family Worship
Church Family Worship

Alsager

October
th

Leader

Alsager

September
th

Worship dates and times
Worship Centre

Rev. Murray George
Mr Ian White

Congleton
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
18.30
Midday
10.30 am

All age Worship
Ecumenical Service at Wellspring
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship
Lunchtime service
Worship With Holy Communion
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship
Worship With Holy Communion
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Songs of praise

Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Derek Balsdon
Rev. Murray George
Mr Bob Booth
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Worship Group

Congleton
Midday
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
10.30 am All age Worship
6.30 pm Ecumenical Service at Trinity

Rev. Murray George
Bob booth
Rev. Derek Oldham

8th
13th

Midday
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
10.30 am Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George
tbc

15th

Midday

Mrs Carol Booth

20th

10.30 am Church Family Worship with Communion

tbc

22nd

Midday

Rev. Murray George

27th

10.30 am Church Family Worship with Baptisms

27th

6.30 pm

Evening Worship Café Jam

29th

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

October
2

nd

2nd

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George
The Liverpool Café Jam
Band & friends
Mrs Carol Booth

Congleton
10.30 am All age Worship

Mrs Carol Booth

6.30 pm

Rev. Derek Balsdon

Ecumenical Service at Wellspring
Dates For your Diary

Date

Time

August

Alsager

1st
1st
7th
12th
20th
24th
26th
28th

10-12noon
8.30- 9.30am
11a.m.
2.30 pm
2.30 pm
7.30 pm
2.30 pm
Midday

August

Congleton

3

rd

7.15pm

Details
Coffee & Chat
Morning Prayer
Official Opening of Alsager Fire Station
Bible Exploration Nahum
Alsager Court Service
Church Meeting
Bible Exploration Habbakuk
Alsager Church Meeting

Elders Meeting

September Alsager
5th
5th
9th
13

th

8.30-9.30 am
10- midday
2.30 pm

Morning Prayer
Coffee & Chat
Bible Exploration - Deborah

Midday
onwards

Alsager Fire Station Open Day

19th
27th
19th
21st
23rd

10 – 4 pm
12.30 pm

Quiet Day at Croft Meadows Farm
Elders Meeting
Deadline day for Link Items
Lunchtime service and lunch
Bible Exploration – 1 Peter

2.30pm
2.30 pm

September Congleton
5th
7th
20th

TBC
7.15 pm

October

Alsager

rd

3
3rd

Day
Monday

8.30 -9.30
10-midday

Time
5.15 pm
6.15 pm

3rd Mon

7-9 pm

Tues

Day trip to York
Elders meeting in the Vestry
Deadline day for Link Items

Prayer Meeting
Coffee & Chat

Regular Weekly Activities
Place
Activity
Congleton 1st
Congleton
Rainbows
Congleton 4th Congleton
Brownies

Alsager

Card Making Group

10 am12 noon
12noon 12.30
12.30
- 2.30
1.30 pm

Congleton

Café in foyer

Congleton

Lunchtime

Congleton

Chat & Make

Congleton

2nd and 4th
Tuesdays

7.30 pm

Congleton

3rd Tues

Midday

Alsager

Keep Fit for the
not-so-fit
Bible
Exploration

Wed

10.00 am

Congleton

Mums and Tots

Wed

2.00 pm

Congleton

Bible Study

2nd & 4th

2.30 pm

Alsager

Bible

Tues
Tues
Tues

Contact
Pauline
McKeown
01260 275947
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Jean Cook
01260 276513

Worship

Midday service &
Buffet meal

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Marion McGuinness
01260 281314

Not in August

Christine Astil
01260 273027
Carol Booth
01260 272580

Wednesday

Exploration

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton

Morning Prayer

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship

Thurs in
term time

6-7 pm

Alsager

Pre-Teens

Thurs

7.30 pm

Congleton

Bible Study

3rd Thurs
August

2.30 pm

Alsager

Alsager Court
service

Friday

10 am

Congleton

Café

1st Sat
1st Sat

8.30-9.30 Alsager
10am-12 Alsager

Morning Prayer
Coffee and Chat

Sat

10am -12 Congleton

Café

Sat

10am

Music Practice

Congleton

Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

Philip &
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip &
Lynne Eardley 01270
877861
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Jean Cook
01260 276513

Rev. Murray George
Jean Cook
01260 276513
Jean Cook
01260 276513

In the Translation
Outside a Paris dress shop:
Dresses for street walking.
In a Copenhagen ticket office:
We take your bags and send them in all directions.
In a Norwegian cocktail lounge:
Ladies are requested not to have children in the bar.
At a Budapest Zoo:
Please do not feed the animals. If you have any suitable food, please give it to the guard in duty.
In the office of a Doctor in Rome:
Specialist in women and other diseases.
On a menu in a Swiss restaurant:
Our wines leave you nothing to hope for.
In an Austrian hotel catering for skiers:
Not to perambulate the corridor in the hours respose in the boots of ascension.
In a Rhodes’ tailor’s shop:
Order your summer suit, because in a big rush we will execute customers in strict order.
(From the Parish magazine of St Stephen’s Church Guernsey)

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
20th September
The next issue will cover
October & November
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information to
Murray George or leave in the
folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information to
Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of church
Alsager URC
Brookhouse Road
Alsager
ST7 2PA
Website:
www.alsagerurc.org.uk

Congleton URC
Antrobus Street
Congleton
CW12 1HE
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager Elders
Church Secretary
Ria Harrison
01270 487067
Gordon Stockton 01270 878421
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
David Keeling
01562 747377
Philip Eardley
01270 877861
Christine Roche
01270 764175
Val Atkinson
01270 766909
Bob Harrison
01270 487067
Congleton Elders
Church Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Worship Secretary
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Pastoral and fellowship Secretary
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Social Ministries Secretary
Margaret Bourner 01260 641869
Property and Finance secretary
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Pauline McKeown 01260 275947
Cynthia Muncaster 01260 271844
Anne Thornber
01260 297860

