The Link
‘Do not be afraid. Listen. I bring you news of
great joy, a joy to be shared with all people.
Today on the town of David a Saviour has
been born to you, He is Christ the Lord’

Alsager and Congleton
United Reformed Churches
Magazine
Advent, Christmas and New Year
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
peace amongst all he favours’!

A letter for Advent - the beginning of the Christian Year
Dear Friends
Have you ever thought about how the celebration of Jesus’ birthday is different from the
way we celebrate everyone else’s? Whilst we may have a special meal and send a card to
the birthday boy or girl, I don’t know anyone else for whom we would decorate our
homes and streets with quite so many lights. But the most significance difference, I
think, is this: how many other people’s birthdays do we celebrate by putting them back
in their cradle or manger?
Why do we do that? After all, it is not as though Jesus did not grow up. Why do our
Christmas celebrations not focus on Jesus the man, the minister, the person he grew up
to be?
I wonder whether the image of the baby in the manger reminds us that God is a God of
surprises. He is all powerful, and yet still prepared to come to us as a helpless babe born
into poverty and hardship. Or does it remind us that we too must be as children, with
their capacity for joy, wonder, unquestioning love and their ability to learn and develop?
Maybe we focus on the babe in the manger because despite the wonder of the story, this
is possibly the most human view we get of Jesus. It is at this point that we are most able
to identify with him, this small vulnerable baby, so in need of care, love and protection,
so in need of his earthly parents; Mary cradling him in her arms, holding him to her
breast, Joseph standing over them both proudly, almost fiercely protective.
Perhaps this is what we secretly yearn for, to be held, nurtured, nourished and cared for;
to rest in God’s arms as Jesus rests in Mary’s.
God came to earth as a vulnerable child and in the nativity scene we see a sign and
symbol of God’s love for us, for creation. He loves and takes care of each of us as much
as his earthly parents loved Jesus.
So this Christmas, when you look upon the nativity scene, remember the words from
John’s Gospel.
“And the word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John1:14)

And for January 2016 - the beginning of the calendar year
Welcome to a new year!
Having said that it can sometimes seem strange to start and celebrate a new year in the
middle of winter. We still have the coldest months of the year ahead of us, the nights are
long and the frosts can be so hard, even on the Cheshire plain we might see some snow.
Once the decorations come down on Twelfth Night even our homes can look bare for a
few days, mirroring the starkness of the winter world outside. It can be difficult
sometimes to find anything welcoming or happy about this time of year, unless last year
was a difficult year for you, then it is always good to see in the new!
But why couldn’t we start the New Year in March or April, when the world outside is
showing signs of waking up? At least by this time there would be some signs of spring;
even by February the snowdrops and crocus are giving us a splash of colour and hope,
but everything still seems dormant at this point in nature’s calendar.

However, appearances can be deceptive and things are already beginning to change.
One of the biggest changes is that the winter solstice is past and the days are beginning
to lengthen, (at least in the northern hemisphere).
That is why Christmas is where it is, no one knows precisely when Jesus was born so
our celebration of his birth coincides with the winter solstice, a time of year when all
may seem dark and cold but from which point each day begins to get longer and the
light stronger. Look closely at the world around us and you can already begin to see
signs of new birth, regeneration and growth. The leaves of those snowdrops and crocus
may well be breaking free of the dark earth and reaching for the light. The buds on the
trees are swelling slightly showing that the sap is beginning to rise and there is just a little
more bird song around. Yes, life is responding too and returning with the light.
In our churches in Alsager and Congleton we are coming to a time of great change and
hope, as we continue to explore how we can respond to the Light of God that came into
the world. Each church is exploring how it can best answer God’s call to share the good
news of the Gospel and serve the communities we live in, and as we do we respond in
the best way we can. We are planning not just for our mission life today but
endeavouring to lay the foundations for the generations to come.
This means we are living in exciting but often frightening times as we struggle to
identify what it is that God is asking us to do and how we can respond. However, we
should try not to worry too much, because we are not being asked to do it all on our
own. Indeed we are never alone, for God is with us always. Throughout his life and
ministry, Jesus looked to bring the message of God’s love to those within and beyond
the boundaries of his community, and he encourages us to do the same. At the
beginning of this year let us look to the Spirit’s guidance in how we might answer that
invitation in Alsager, Congleton and beyond?
Karen and I wish you all a Christmastide full of joy and a New Year full of hope and
light.
Your friend and minister
Murray

Christmas Quotes
'Maybe Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store. Maybe Christmas . . .
perhaps . . .means a little bit more!'
From the 1957 children's classic How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr Seuss (Theodor
Seuss Geisel,1904-1991).
'Unless we make Christmas an occasion to share our blessings, all the snow in
Alaska won’t make it white.'
Bing Crosby (1904-1977).

PRAYER PAGE:
A Prayer to start the day:
Dear God, here is today.
I don’t know what it will bring, although I like to think that I do. I have my
schedule, my to-do list filled in, my agenda duly noted. I like to think that I
have this day under my control.
But I know that’s not how most days go.
I know that today I will be surprised by sorrows, joys, and challenges.
I know that today I will face both problems and adventures.
I know that today may be just an ordinary day, or it might be the most
extraordinary day of my life.
And I know that you are the only one who knows what lies ahead. So I
offer this day to you.
Here it is, dear God. I give it to you, trusting that you will take whatever
happens in this day and use it for your glory. I trust that whatever happens
today, you will be with me.
Thank you for this day and for its endless possibilities. Thank you that
I
can face this day with you.
Here is today, dear God:
a part of all the days we have spent together,
a part of all the days to come,
a part of who I am on my journey,
a part of the plan that you have for me.
Take this day, dear God, and use it to your glory. Thank you. Amen.
A Prayer to end the day:
Eternal God, under whose mighty and gracious protection all of our days are
spent, we thank you...
for the mercies of the day which is now past
for the continuance of so many and great blessings
for any good examples we may have seen
for any good words we may have heard or read
for all holy thoughts and right desires which your Holy Spirit has this day
put into our minds.
Eternal God, grant that these may not be unfruitful in us, but may work in us
that for which you sent them; for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:
Wed Dec 16th Too Busy to Stop Time 2.00pm-4.00pm
There are NO current changes to the ALSAGER PRAYER DIARY.

Alsager Coffee and Chat

Why not come along and bring a friend on the 1st Saturday of the month.
Enjoy great company and service, wonderful refreshments and a charity stall
So come and enjoy!

Your hosts will be
December
January
February

Tom and Janet Beamon
Bob and Ria Harrison
Barbara Harkness and Doreen Baker

Come and be fed
in
Body, Mind and Spirit
at

Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
Midday
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40pm
January - no service
February - 16th
March - 15th

'Team Gabriel' have been busy!
The Congleton URC Christmas Angels Festival will need a host of angels to both decorate
the church and feature in tableaux showing how angels played an important part in the
Nativity story. Paper, card, wood, wool, lemonade bottles, fabrics, milk cartons and plaster
have been skilfully combined to create angels from 4" high to over 5'.
Every Thursday evening the team have been cutting, gluing and assembling the angels
and it should all come together on Friday 4th December at 4 p.m., when the church doors
will be opened to let in the crowds. The angels will stay in the church until after Christmas
to provide a unique decoration.
Local schools and youth groups have also been working and their models and paintings
will be on display in the hall downstairs.
Refreshments will be served throughout the time the Festival is open with specially baked
angel biscuits or a mince pie to accompany your cup of tea or coffee. Light lunches will
be served on the Saturday and Sunday.
The Festival will conclude on the Sunday evening with a service of carols with an angel
theme.
We hope you will be able to come along and support this ambitious venture.
The festival is open on Friday 4th. December from 4 to 7 p.m.; Saturday 5th. from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. and Sunday 6th. from Noon to 4 p.m. The Carol Service will be at 6.30.p.m.

Sponsored By World Vision ‘Every Child Free From Fear’

Coming to:
Congleton United Reformed Church Saturday 13th February 7.30pm
A concert with Jonathan Veira is a unique experience for people of all ages. He is an
internationally acclaimed singer, musician and comedian/raconteur. He can make
you laugh out loud and he can move you to tears. His stunning Friends and Family
Tour features his three highly talented sons and some of the leading musicians in
the UK. You will hear popular songs, classics and so much more. It is an evening
you will remember for a long, long time.
For Tickets contact

Rev. Murray George
Tel 01260 273873
Mrs Marion McGuinness Tel 01260 281314

Hurry before they all go !!
CHURCHES WITH SOMETHING SPECIAL …
….and your children shall say unto you, “What mean these stones?”
This is the first instalment from a short series of reflections by Christine Roche from Alsager. Christine
reflects on her visits to different churches and the impression they made upon her.
1. RIPON CATHEDRAL. I was walking the Yoredale Way, from York to the
source of the River Ure in the hills above Kirkby Stephen and reached Ripon
about mid-day or early afternoon. I asked the lady on duty at the Cathedral if
there was somewhere I could leave my rucksack while I walked round and was
directed to a pew at the back. She also told me that in the crypt there was a small
room which was intended to be like the empty tomb. When I had seen everything
else I went down to the crypt. There it was: a small room, somewhat rounded
inside and whitewashed. I stood still; I felt still. I felt peace and wonder, wonder
at the empty tomb. “Christ is risen!” Imagine the women and the disciples and
their feelings! He is alive, and alive with us today. The memory, wonder, surprise
and joy of that empty tomb at Ripon will always remain with me.

Congleton Clothes Bank Officially opens:
On Saturday 31st October Congleton URC’s Emmaus Centre Clothes Bank was
formally opened by our town Mayor, Councillor Elizabeth Wardlaw. Mrs Wardlaw has
some connection with our church as she is the daughter of Alec and Margaret Burton
and the great niece of Ruth Thomas, all of whom attended our church.
As you know we have been collecting clothing from many very generous people for
some months now. These have all been sorted and are now displayed on racks. We
have placed leaflets in all the doctors’ surgeries, library, information centre, CAB, Plus
Dane Housing, and the Food Bank. Hopefully this will reach the people who are most
in need and will benefit from a little extra help clothing themselves and their families in
these difficult times.
For the moment we have a good selection of clothes but hopefully in the near future we
will be able to accept more as our stocks are passed on.
Thank you to all who have donated clothing, etc. and if anyone is willing to help when
the clothes bank is open, (Thursday 2pm - 4pm) or sorting of clothes, please contact
either myself, Marion McGuinness or Rev. Murray.
God Bless
Margaret Bourner.

Ghana Aid.
On Saturday 7th November a Coffee Morning was held at the Library as part of our
continuing support to the charity in Ghana who helped us build the hut for the midwife.
When we visited Rotterdam in August to meet with Clement, the director of drive-aidghana, we handed over the money we had raised, originally this was for me to go back to
Ghana to work with the charity.

We had a lovely time with Clement, his wife Femke, daughter Lara and 5 week old son
Lucas and it was a privilege to meet them all and hear of the work they are doing in the
northern region of Ghana.
Clements wife, Femke is a doctor and she works with the local university and hospital
training nurses and midwives who will be using the hut we provided the money for as
well as Sana, who is a traditional midwife. The coffee morning raised £80 and I have also
received a further £18 in donations. I will be sending the money to Clement very shortly
and hope it will help him with his continuing work. Thank you to all who contributed
cakes, bric-a-brac, raffle prizes and money. The money will make a huge difference to
lots of children’s lives.
God bless
Margaret Bourner

AlsAger And Congleton UrC’s
2016
Lent course

‘Exploring

CommUnion’

Four sessions exploring the rich diversity of theology and symbolism
surrounding Holy Communion and its relevance
to a life of faith today

1
2
3
4

Congleton
16th February
23rd February
8th March
15th March

7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm

Alsager
10th February
24th February
9th March
23rd March

Everyone Welcome!
Come along and bring a friend!

2.30 pm
2.30 pm
2.30 pm
2.30 pm

The following people are known to be celebrating their birthdays during the next two
months
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL!
******************
December
January
6th Marion Rowbotham
2nd Lynne Eardley
7th Karen George
4th Ria Harrison
th
15 Norma Barnes
12th Dennis Jerrard
18th Robert Vince
20th Barbara Hurst
22nd Diane Owen
26th Bob Harrison
26th Eileen Skyner
31st Amy Coe
If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
one of the Elders. We don’t need the age, just the date!
ALSAGER CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
The other day someone asked me why we prayed for people we don’t
know. After explaining the respect of privacy and therefore details I
stressed that that that person will be known by somebody within our
congregation and consequently their names are offered to God within
our prayers of intercession.
Recently I took a DNA test to trace my origins as part of my family
history research. It seems I have strong Celtic, Scandinavian and
Western European ancestry. So I ask myself why should I not pray for
the people of France in their time of need, as they are part of my
ancestry.
Another part of intercessory prayer is that we pray for all people
in times of concern, whoever they are, wherever they are and
whatever their need. We are all part of God’s creation,
and therefore one family.
Christmas is approaching and we are buzzing about in preparation for
family and friends …let us remember those who rely on our local
food bank and give them some Christmas contribution to their tables
so they may celebrate…

These last months have been sad times for or members.
Pat Averill lost her son Paul when he collapsed and died suddenly.
Melanie’s father Paul Hammond passed away after a lengthy time of
sickness. On Monday November 23rd Betty McCullough passed
away and Kay Griffith recently passed away. Our prayers are for Pat Averill and her
family,Melanie Edwards and her family and Jacquie Mc Cullough and her
family. May God come close and comfort them all.
We also pray for Ken and Joan Heaton, Audrey Beresford, Amy Coe,
Beryl Garwell, David and Marie Riley, Barbara Hurst, Dorothy Bragg
Lynne and Philip Eardly, Eileen Skyner,
Val..

Alsager Preteens
Our club continues to thrive and it amazes me to see the wide age range all playing,
singing, dancing, and crafting happily together.
Usually our older teenagers enjoy their “own space” in the small meeting room, but they
are always back in the hall in time to make whatever is on offer at the kitchen hatch,
which is usually some kind of food item and to share in the refreshments.
However, at the moment they are busy reading through/rehearsing for a short Christmas
play. All the youngsters will be taking part and with the help of Miriam and Alice each
one had soon been allocated a part!
We are all looking forward to our Christmas party which will be slightly different this
year – and of course our trip to the theatre to see a pantomime.
During our devotional time we pray that God will keep us safe and well and bring us
happily back into His house to be together once again and this is my wish for you all,
adult helpers included as without you our club could not continue.
A Happy and Peaceful Christmas to each and every one, love Lynne x

Alsager United Puddleducks Mums & Under 5s
This new group continues to meet on Mondays during term time from 1pm until
2.45pm and provides a safe environment for the tots to explore, play, learn and interact
with each other before having a snack of hot buttered toast and a drink of milk, fruit
juice or water and a sing-a-long with leaders Lauren and Kayleigh.
We are indebted to the leaders for their enthusiasm and organisation with this playgroup
and would encourage everyone to pass the word around to Mums with young children to
come along and enjoy.
While the children are playing the adults can enjoy each other’s company with a cup of
tea or coffee.
All this for £1.50 per family!

Alsager and Congleton Prayer Chains.
Please remember that if you wish to add someone’s name to the prayer chain you can contact
Alsager:

Congleton:

Melanie Edwards Tel: 07920 111891
Linda Copestick Tel: 01260 408834

They will then pass the name along that respective Prayer Chain.
All requests are treated confidentially
Alsager Community Church is looking for volunteers from other churches to join in
its two main outreach projects. More help in the church's well established coffee shop
would allow for greater attention to be paid to customers in getting to know them,
hearing their stories, and sharing the Christian faith. The coffee shop is open roughly ten
till two on weekdays.
Alsager Community Support Centre came into being last year with the awarding of a
lottery grant. Its purpose is to provide a place where people can find relevant
information on whatever challenges they may be facing. The Centre, which has been
successful in its first few months, needs volunteers for the regular morning sessions who
would be trained to provide information to visitors and assist them in making phone
calls and internet searches.
Increasingly, the Centre's afternoon sessions are devoted to hosting drop-ins by other
agencies, such as Citizens Advice and Age UK. Volunteers are needed for this half of the
day to act as gate-keepers, greeting visitors and showing them into consultation with the
visiting representative.
If any of these roles take your fancy, and if you have the occasional morning or
afternoon free, please stop in to ask, or call (01270) 873859. The church's pastor is the
Rev Pete Howard, and the Support Centre is managed by Liz Pinkney.
Just for Fun Christmas Quiz
1. What date is St Stephen's Day?
2. In Charles Dickens' novel A Christmas Carol, who was Scrooge's dead business
partner?
3. The song White Christmas was first performed in which 1942 film?
4. London's Trafalgar Square Christmas tree is traditionally given by which country?
5. In the song The Twelve Days of Christmas, '...my true love brought to me nine...'
what?
6. Name the original eight reindeer from the 'Twas the night Before Christmas' poem?

7. Which Christmas carol includes the lyrics '...To save us all from Satan's power, when
we were gone astray..'?
8. The character Jack Skellington appears in which 1993 Tim Burton film?
9. What colour are the berries of the mistletoe plant?
10. In the inspirational 1946 film, It's a Wonderful Life, what's the name of George Bailey's guardian angel?
11. What are the names of the three wise men said to have brought gifts to the baby Jesus?
12. What is New Year's Eve called in Scotland?
13. What Christmas item was invented by London baker and wedding-cake specialist
Tom Smith in 1847?
14. In what year was Band-Aid's Do They Know It's Christmas the UK Christmas
chart-topping record (bonus point each for the years of reissue success by Band Aid
II and Band Aid 20)?
15. In which modern country is St Nicholas's birthplace and hometown?
16. Who wrote How the Grinch Stole Christmas?
17. From which country does the poinsettia plant originate?
18. Who is officially credited as the author of Auld Lang Syne?
19. How many points does a snowflake have?
20. What is the name of the cake traditionally eaten in Italy at Christmas?
The answers can be found toward the end of the magazine

ALSAGER THURSDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP
Our meetings this quarter have been truly blessed with some excellent attendances.
Despite a very tight schedule, Revd Murray came along in September with a power point
presentation and talk about his challenging kayaking event which he completed earlier in
the summer. Travelling along 100 miles of the Trent and Mersey and the Macclesfield
canals is no mean feat, but he managed to complete it … and only capsized once!!
The “oar-some” event was to raise funds for his Congleton Church and the Royal
Manchester Children’s Hospital where one of his young church members, Elliot Brown
had received such excellent care since being diagnosed with a brain tumour.
Elliot’s father and sister cycled the whole route along the tow paths accompanying
Murray and through sponsorship raised over £3000.
What a magnificent achievement from everyone involved.
Our Autumn Luncheon meeting came next with over 30 people sitting down to a
delicious meal prepared and served by Ria and Lynne. A short devotional time followed
and then Philip surprised everyone with some magic and mirth, sharing some of his
treasured souvenirs which he had collected over the years entertaining throughout
Alsager and surrounding areas.

The meeting on November 12th featured a lovely talk and power-point presentation from
Ann Beard, all about her ‘Ugandan Experience’. The hall was decorated with artifacts
including the Ugandan Flag and the words of the Ugandan National Anthem which Ann
sang to us at the start of her talk. We learned that she had been part of a group who
visited Uganda with gifts and “men and women power” to help with various projects. A
very enlightening talk which was enjoyed by all.
Our final meeting will be our Christmas Dinner on 10th December at 12.30pm, which
must be pre-booked, followed at 2.30pm by our Service of Carols and Readings in the
church.
A warm welcome is of course extended to anyone who would like to join us for this
festive occasion.
Finally, a new programme will be available when we resume our meetings on January 14th
2016 at 2.30pm.
In the meantime we wish everyone a very happy and safe Christmas. Philip.

Many Thanks…………
 for helping to support Operation Christmas Child. 24 boxes were taken to the
collection point this year, well done!
 for buying Hope House Children’s Hospice Christmas Cards.
Philip still has a few packs left for anyone to purchase if you are interested.
 for your donations to Alsager & District Food Bank.
We have received a very nice card saying ….. “Support from the people of
Alsager and surrounding area has been overwhelming. Many thanks to you all at
The United Reformed Church for YOUR donations of food and the cheque from
the Thursday Afternoon Fellowship which will help with our funds.”
 It has been our custom at Alsager for some years now to support Hope House by
inviting people to send just ONE card to the church family, display it on the
board in church and make a donation to the hospice.
Donations can be given to the Church Treasurers or via Philip

Congleton Church on Tuesday
Café – Lunchtime Worship – Chat & Make
A warm welcome,
friendship and fellowship,
sustenance for body mind and spirit,
craft and conversation
Join us weekly between 10.00am and 2.30pm
Congleton URC, Antrobus Street.
Drop in to the Café:

10am -12 midday

Reflective refreshing worship:
Chat and Make:

12 – 12.30pm

12.30pm – 2.30pm

Tea, coffee and biscuits are available throughout this time

Bible Exploration
at Alsager URC
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 2.30p.m.
When it comes to exploring the Bible there are no experts.
Through Bible study/exploration we are fed, nourished by God’s living
word. We all have something to learn and something to share so please come
and join us.
The Programme
Date
Subject
Leader
January 13th

A Bible quiz

Rev. John

January 27th

Colossians

Rev. Murray

February 10th

Lent course 1

Rev. Murray

Congleton letters
Dorothy Wakefield would wish to thank all friends from church for the lovely Harvest
Flowers which were very much appreciated.
All best wishes
Dorothy.
"On Wednesday 21st October a fantastic amount was raised for the Royal Manchester
Children's Hospital Charity. Our mums contributed following an appeal letter from the
charity. The total was £85 and we thank everyone involved. The monies will support
the use of Giggle Doctors within the Hospital who distract their poorliest patients and
their parents, bringing laughter and normality at the most stressful times."
With my thanks
Christine Astill, CONGLETON URC Mums and Tots

A Christmas story written in January 2004 by Pat Averill and Rea Averill who was
8 at the time.

What if
In the middle of Rea and Henry’s garden, which was frozen white, with spiky skeleton
trees, slightly twisted with icicles, stood a snowman called Snowy. He was wearing a
brown hat and had a carrot for his nose, with red berries for his rosy lips and brown
beads for his eyes.
Snowy loved winter, but he always thought to himself, if only I could walk. One
afternoon before Christmas he saw the children playing, helping put the Christmas tree
and decorations up with their mummy and daddy. Afterward he saw daddy put the lights
on the tree and Rea and Henry were dancing around with joy and excitement.
On Christmas eve, they went to bed after putting out a mince pie ad Caffeys for Santa
and a carrot for Rudolph, they both went straight to sleep, not opening their eyes until
morning.
Meanwhile, on Christmas eve, Snowy heard the sound of bells ringing ding-a-ling, dinga-ling, ding-a-ling. “ho, ho, ho, Merry Christmas to you Mr Snowman.” “you too,” said
Snowy.
“Is there anything you would like to wish for?” said Santa. Snowy sad, “Well there is one
thing I have always wished for,” with a gulp, saying, “I would like to be real and walk.”
“Real,” said Santa Claus, “then I will try to grant your wish. When you wake up
tomorrow morning, you might have a lovely surprise.”
“Oh, thank you” said Snowy, and Santa went “Ho Ho Ho, ding-a-ling.”
On Christmas morning, Snowy could hear Rea and Henry opening their presents.
“Oh, look at my new Doll”, said Rea, “and look at my new car,” said Henry.
Then Snowy remembered what Santa had said to him and so he tried to move. It seemed
to work, so he wriggled and wriggled, when suddenly he was able to walk. The little
Robin looked at him in the garden, Tweet, Tweet tweet he sang. Snowy was so happy,
Santa had granted him his Christmas wish. He hoped the snow would stay with Mr Jack
Frost for a long time, thinking to himself; What a truly wonderful Christmas present
Santa had given him.

Date

Time

December

Worship dates and times
Worship Centre

Alsager

6th
13th
15th
20th
20th
24th
25th
27th
27th

10.30 am
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
4.30 pm
11.30 pm
10.00 am
10.30 am
3.00pm

Annual Toy Service
Church family Worship
Tuesday service and Lunch
Church Family Worship
Family Christingle Service
Christmas eve Communion
Christmas Day Celebration
Ecumenical Worship at Wesley Place
Baptism and Blessing service

January

2016

Alsager

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm
10.30 am
10.30 am

Family Worship with Communion
Remembrance Service
Church Family Worship
WPCU at the Community Church
Church Family Worship
Church Family Worship

rd

3
10th
17th
17th
24th
31st

February
7th

December
6th
6th
8th
13th
13th
15th
20th
24th
24th
25th
27th

Leader
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Chris Keeling
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

Rev. John Keeling
Rev Murray George
Bronwen Degg
Pastor Pete Howard
Rev Murray George
Rev. David Spence

Alsager
10.30 am Family Worship with Communion

Rev. Murray George

Congleton
10.30 am All age Worship & gift service
Ecumenical Songs of Praise celebrating
6.30 pm Trees and Angels Festival
Midday
Lunchtime service
10.30 am Family Worship with Communion
Carol Concert with the Rode Hall Silver
7pm
Band
Midday
Lunchtime service
10.30 am Carols and Nativity service
3.0 pm
Christingle Service
9.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion
9.30 am Christmas Day Celebration
10.30 am Church Family Worship

Worship Group
Rev. Derek Balsdon &
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Worship Group
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mr Bob Booth
Rev. Murray George

15th

27th

1.00 pm

Wedding Service

January

2016

Congleton

3rd
3rd
5th
10th

10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

All age Worship
Ecumenical service
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George

12th

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George

17th

10.30 am Family Worship with Communion

Rev. Murray George

19th

Midday

Mrs Carol Booth

24th
24th

10.30 am Church Family Worship
6.30 pm Evening Worship

Rev. Murray George

26th
31st

Midday
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
10.30 am Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George
Rev Murray George

February
7

th

7th

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George

Rev. Murray George

Congleton
10.30 am All age Worship
6.30 pm

Ecumenical

Rev. Murray George

Dates For your Diary
Date
December
5th
5th
16th
17th
19th

Time

December
4th
5th
6th
13th
14th
27th

Congleton

January
2nd
2nd
11th
12th
13th
22nd
24th
27th

Alsager

January
4th
11th
13th
16th
22nd

Congleton

February
5th
5th

Alsager

Details

Alsager
10-12noon
8.30- 9.30am
6pm
6pm
1pm

4 – 7 pm
10 am – 4 pm
Midday – 4pm
7 pm
7.15pm
1 pm

8.30-9.30 am
10- midday
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
2.30pm
Midday
2.30 pm

Coffee & Chat
Morning Prayer
Carol singing
Carol singing
1st Singing Group (includes a light lunch)

Christmas Angels Festival
Christmas Angels Festival
Christmas Angels Festival
Carol Concert with The Rode Hall Silver Band
Elders Meeting
Wedding service

Morning Prayer
Coffee & Chat
South Cheshire Forum Meeting (Winsford Over)
Safeguarding Group meeting
Bible Exploration - New Year Bible Quiz
Deadline day for Link Items
Alsager Elders Meeting
Bible Exploration - Colossians

7.15 pm
7.30 pm

Elders meeting in the Vestry
Cheshire Forum Meeting (Winsford Over)Bible

7.30

Cheshire Forum Meeting (Winsford Over)
Deadline day for Link Items

8.30 -9.30
10-midday

Prayer Meeting
Coffee & Chat

Day

Monday
Monday

Time

12.45 –
2.15
1–
2.30pm

Monday

5.15 pm

3rd Mon

TBC

Tues

10 am12 noon
12noon 12.30
12.30
- 2.30
1.30 pm

Tues
Tues
Tues

Regular Weekly Activities
Place
Activity

Alsager
Alsager

Mums and Tots
group

Contact

Singing Group
includes a light lunch
Congleton 1st Congleton
Rainbows

Ian White or
Lynne Eardley
Pauline
McKeown
01260 275947

Congleton Café in foyer

Jean Cook
01260 276513

Alsager

Card Making Group

Congleton Lunchtime Worship
Congleton Chat & Make
Congleton Keep Fit for the
not-so-fit
Congleton Bible
Exploration

2nd and 4th
Tuesdays

7.30 pm

3rd Tues

Midday

Wed

10.00 am

Congleton Mums and Tots

Wed

2.00 pm

Congleton Bible Study

Alsager

Midday service &
Buffet meal

2nd & 4th 2.30 pm
Wednesday

Alsager

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton Morning Prayer

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship

Thurs in
term time

6-7 pm

Alsager

Pre-Teens

Thurs

7.30 pm

Congleton Bible Study

2nd Thurs
October
1st Sat
1st Sat

2.30 pm

Alsager

Sat

10am -12 Congleton Café

Sat

10am

8.30-9.30 Alsager
10am-12 Alsager

Bible
Exploration

Alsager Court
service
Morning Prayer
Coffee and Chat

Congleton Music Practice

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Marion McGuinness
01260 281314

Starts again in
February
Christine Astil
01260 273027
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

Philip &
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip &
Lynne Eardley 01270
877861
Bob Booth
01260 273772

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Jean Cook
01260 276513
Jean Cook

Christmas Quiz answers
1. 26th December 2.Jacob Marley 3.Holiday Inn 4.Norway 5. Ladies
dancing 6. Comet, Cupid, Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner, Blitzen
7. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 8.The Nightmare before Christmas 9.
White 10. Clarence (Oddbody) 11. Balthasar, Melchior, Caspar
12. Hogmanay 13. Christmas cracker 14.1984 (bonus points - Band Aid II was
1989, Band Aid 20 was 2004) 15. Turkey 16. Dr Seuss 17.Mexico 18. Robert
Burns 19. Six 20.Panettone

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
24th January
The next issue will cover
February - March
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information
to Murray George or leave in
the folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information
to Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of
church
Alsager URC
Website:
www.alsagerurc.org.uk

Congleton URC
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager Elders
Church Secretary
Ria Harrison
01270 487067
Gordon Stockton 01270 878421
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
David Keeling
01562 913136
Philip Eardley
01270 877861
Christine Roche
01270 764175
Val Atkinson
01270 766909
Bob Harrison
01270 487067
Congleton Elders
Church Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Worship Secretary
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Pastoral and fellowship Secretary
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Social Ministries Secretary
Margaret Bourner 01260 641869
Property and Finance secretary
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Pauline McKeown 01260 275947
Cynthia Muncaster 01260 271844
Anne Thornber
01260 297860

