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Regular Weekly Activities

Letter from the Minister

TIME

ACTIVITY

CONTACT PERSON

5.15pm

1st Congleton Rainbows

Pauline McKeown

6.15pm

4th Congleton Brownies

Pauline McKeown

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

1.10pm

Keep Fit in the hall

Pauline McKeown

7.30pm

Study Group

Cynthia Muncaster &
Marion McGuinness

10am

Mums and Tots in the hall

Chris Astill

1.15pm

Pilates

Chris Booth

2pm

Bible Study in the Foyer

Carol Booth

8am

Prayer Meeting

Check venue each
week

7.30pm

Study Group

Bob Booth

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

12.30-2.30

Chat and Make group in the foyer

Lisa Spencer

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

10am

Music Practise in Church

Jean Cook

Dear Friends,
Believe it or not even though the seasons of Christmas and
Epiphany are hardly over, the Christian Year at this point moves so
quickly that my thoughts are already turning to Lent. Indeed Ash
Wednesday is on 13th February this year and so we will soon be into
Lent, that period of forty days which leads up to Easter. The origins of
Lent can be traced right back to the early Church. At first, the period of
Lent rarely lasted for forty days and nights. People used to fast either on
Good Friday or from the ‘time of his death until his resurrection’, which
came to be seen as ‘a day that lasted forty hours of the day and night’.
It is thought that the idea of fasting during Lent came from words
written in each of the synoptic gospels; ‘The days will come when the
bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then they will fast in
those days,’ (Mt: 9.15, Mk: 2.20, Lk: 5.35). The period of forty days and
nights may also be understood to echo those fasts undertaken by Moses,
(Ex: 34.28) Elijah (1Kgs: 19.8) and of course by Jesus himself, when he
fasted in the wilderness prior to the commencement of his ministry (Lk.
4: 1-12).
It was believed that the practice of fasting would cleanse and purify a
person, and strengthen their will and resolve. For many centuries, Easter
was the only time when people could be baptised into the faith; and it
was during Lent that candidates fasted and prepared themselves for their
baptism and subsequent new life in Christ. Such preparations invariably
involved penitence, prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Lent was also a time of penance and preparation for those who had
been excommunicated. People could be reconciled to the church
community and accepted back into the sacramental life of the church
once they had successfully completed a period of penance.
The wilderness experience of Jesus gives us a focus for prayer and
reflection during Lent. For many people, Lent is a time for reflection and
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Services for February 2013
Feb 3rd

All age worship led by Rev. Joint worship at WellBernard Moss, 10.30am
spring, 6.30pm

Feb 9th

Worship led by Rev. Keith
Jarvis, 10.30am

Joint Communion service at
URC led by Rev. Murray,
6.30pm

Feb 16th

Worship led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

Joint service at Trinity,
6.30pm

Feb 23rd

Thanksgiving and Communion service led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

Thanksgiving service led by
Rev. Murray, 6.30pm

Services for March 2013
March 3rd

All age service led by the
worship group, 10.30am

Joint worship at Wellspring, 6.30pm

March 10th Worship led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

No service—see notices
nearer the time

March 17th Worship led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

Joint worship at URC,
6.30pm

March 24th Palm Sunday worship led
by Carol Booth, 10.30am

Home service led by Rev.
Murray, 6.30pm

March 31st

Easter worship led by Rev.
Murray, 6.30pm

Easter Sunday communion
led by Rev. Murray,
10.30am

Services for beginning of April 2013
To be confirmed

meditation, a time for re- assessing our relationship with God and our
role as disciples. The word Lent comes from the English word ‘Lenten’
and is associated with the lengthening of days, with increasing light and
warmth; the coming of spring offering new life and hope. There is the
sense that Lent is also a time of preparation, a period when we may
examine our faith and our spiritual lives and explore how they can be
developed in the future. Thus Lent can be seen as a time of spiritual
growth and renewal.
For many centuries an emphasis has also been placed on the giving of
alms, focussing attention not so much on the individual Christian but on
their place in the wider world. It meets the Christian’s obligation to be
the hands and feet of Jesus and to reach out in love and care to those who
are less fortunate than themselves.
I think for me Lent is essentially a journey. It includes many of the
things I have already discussed, but I also see it as part of a journey with
Jesus through life. I try to understand what it must have been like to be a
disciple sharing the road with Jesus, being a part of that roller coaster
ride and being swept along without perhaps fully realising what it was
that I was part of and what the personal cost of being a disciple would
be. To follow this journey until Good Friday, and then to stand at the
foot of the cross and look up, is to begin to comprehend the nature of the
true offering of love; Jesus, God made for me, and for all of us. I find
this both humbling and uplifting.
Good Friday was not the end. I am grateful that, unlike the disciples, I
do not have to live the time between Good Friday and Easter Day, in
what seemed to be the sure knowledge that Jesus was dead, and that all
their hopes and dreams had died with him. With them, however, I feel
that growing sense of joy they must have felt when they realised that he
had never left them and that through his resurrection he would never
leave them. I pray that you experience the presence of Christ walking
alongside you as you journey through lent toward Easter.
With love in Christ
Murray

February 2013
Mon 4th

7.15pm

Elders meeting

Mon 11th

7.15pm

Social committee
meeting in the foyer

Dia
r
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March 2013
Mon 4th

7.15pm

Elders meeting

Whilst listening to Rev. Murray's sermon a few Sunday's
ago, I remembered a poem I had learned as a child and
thought I would share it with you. Rev. Murray was
talking about the for-get-me-not flower which had
pushed its way through the ground in spite of everything.
When to the flowers so beautiful the Father gave a
name,
Back came a little blue eyed one all timidly it came,
And standing at his father’s feet and gazing at his
face,
It said in low and trembling tones,
The name thou gavest me alas I have forgot,
Kindly the Father looked him down and said,
FORGET-ME-NOT.
Chris Booth

Young boy to his father, who is reading his appalling
school report.
“What do you think is the trouble, Dad?
Heredity or environment?”
I see no hope for the future of our people if they are
dependent on the youth of today, for certainly all
youths are frivolous beyond words. When I was young
we were taught to be discreet and respectful to our
elders, but the present youth are impatient of restraint.
Hesiod
8th Century B.C Greek poet.

Letters
I would like to say how much I enjoyed the
Church Christmas party last Saturday. It was
lovely to see all ages of the Church family come
together for fun and games, and to have a good
natter! A big thank you must go to the social
committee for organising the event, and to
everyone who brought the super food on the
night.
Love Marion McGuinness

10 Reasons why I never wash
(or never go to Church?)
1)
2)

I was made to wash as a child.
People who wash are hypocrites—they recon they
are cleaner than other people.
3) There are so many different kinds of soap I
could never decide on the right one.
4) I used to wash but it got boring, so I stopped.
5) I still wash on special occasions like Christmas or
Easter.
6) None of my friends wash.
7) I’m still young. When I’m older or a bit dirtier I
might wash.
8) I really don’t have time.
9) The bathroom’s always too cold.
10) The people who make soap are only after your
money.

A five week
course for Lent
Wednesdays 2.30 pm
Thursdays 7.30 pm
Meeting in the church foyer
February 20th and 21st: EXPLORING PRAYER
February 27th and 28th: PRAY WHAT WHEN WHERE?
March 6th and 7th: PRAYING TOGETHER/ALONE
March 13th and 14th: PRAYER WITH/WITHOUT WORDS
March 27th and 28th: EXPERIENCE PRAYER!

EVERYBODY WELCOME

South Cheshire Group; the story so far…
Here is the latest news from the South Cheshire Group of Churches.
The ministers serving the group have begun to meet on a regular
basis to explore how the process of developing the group may begin
in earnest.
The ministerial team with pastoral responsibility for the churches
includes David Spence, Bill Farquhar, and Murray George. Whilst
David and Bill may be well known to many people across the group,
Murray may be less so. Recently, Garry Wareham, the minister from
Market Street Baptist/URC Church in Nantwich, has also joined our
meetings.
Murray arrived in the area from Essex just over three months ago
and now serves the URC churches in Congleton and Alsager. David is
serving the churches of Middlewich and Minshull Vernon and is
supporting Northwich and Winsford Over as Interim Moderator as
they have been in vacancy since the Revd. Chris Tolley’s move to
Wales last year. The Revd. Bill Farquhar serves the Church of
Haslington and Crewe. Garry is a Baptist Minister who has been
serving Market Street Church in Nantwich for the past three years.
The shape of the group is still evolving, however. The minister who
will be called to take up Chris’s former pastorate will serve the
churches of Northwich, Winsford Over and Minshull. David will then
have responsibility for Middlewich. Work is well under way in each of
the group churches to finalise the profiles that will be brought
together to provide an up-to- date and comprehensive profile of the
South Cheshire Group of Churches for ministers exploring the call to
this pastorate.
The other development is the formation of a group forum. This will
be a small core group made up of the ministers and one other
permanently appointed representative from each church
accompanied by one other person. The second representative could
differ between forums. It might be someone with a particular role

Property
All agreed to a repair on the roof where tiles had been damaged by a
storm. The cost will be £4,066 80p plus vat. Thanks were expressed
to Ron Cook for his work with this.
The glass doors to the foyer need some adjustment and it will take 2
technicians at a cost of £35 per hour.
The Quinquennial survey of the church has taken place. This
identified rising damp in the corridor leading to the toilets. This will
be looked into.

Membership

All agreed to Della Bordley becoming a Church Member. This will
take place on Sunday 21st January, 2013.

Elders election 2013.

Bob Booth and Lisa Spencer will be standing for election at the AGM.
Jean Cook is standing down and was thanked for all her work

Church meetings

Monday 21st January, 2013 at 7.15pm. AGM.
Monday 17th June, 2013
Monday 23rd September, 2013
Monday 25th November, 2013

Correspondence.

Thank you letters for
everyone enjoyed.

Rev. Murray’s Induction service which

Other business

A discussion was had as to whether it would be useful to reserve a
designated area for anyone with mobility difficulties to be dropped
of near to the ramp. The driver would where possible and
appropriate park the car elsewhere and pick up again after the
service. Church meeting agreed to trial this.
Several Prayer Handbooks are still available. Contact Muriel Fraser
the cost being £6
The meeting closed with The Grace at 9.12pm.

Barbara Farrington, Church Secretary.

Notes from the Church Meeting dated
Monday 26th November 2012.
19 Members were present and there were 8 apologies.
Rev Murray opened the meeting with a short meditation based on St.
Mark’s Gospel chapter 16: 1-8 the resurrection of Jesus and this was
followed by Prayer.
The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as correct with 1
amendment.

Matters arising

Rev. Murray expressed thanks from himself and his Wife Karen to
everyone for al the support they had received and for the hard work
organizing the Induction service and refreshments afterwards.

Reports

Minister
Everyone agreed to the suggestion of using Gluten free bread during
Holy Communion so that everyone could partake of it.
Following some discussion and debate everyone also agreed to the
possibility of offering alcoholic wine at an occasional Holy Communion
if one cup is passed in the round, as long as a non-alcoholic alternative is also available. Again so that everyone could partake of it.
A new letterhead had been created with the current information
displayed
The disabled ramp was to be left unlocked at all times for a trial run.
Karen George and Lewis George had offered to set up a website for
the Church. All we will have to pay is the annual registration fee of
£25/30. Thanks were expressed to them.
All agreed for Rev Murray to research the possibility of installing
internet access into the church. This would benefit the young people
and the Minister could work when he is at church

Finance

The Treasurer Alan Bowers presented the budget for 2013 and all
agreed with thanks to both Alan and Muriel for all their work with
our finances.

or expertise that related to a Group activity down for discussion or
a specific piece of work being planned such as a celebration event.
For the first Forum meeting churches are being asked to send one
appointed representative. This group will meet twice a year and will
begin by exploring how the group might develop and what type of
joint activities the churches in the group may wish to take part in. It
is hoped that this approach will facilitate the steady growth of a
group identity over time.
If you have any thoughts about the group and the way it might
develop, please have a chat to one of the ministers, or to your
church’s forum representative once they have been appointed. The
forum will meet for the first time on April 23rd 2013.
Watch this space for further developments in the New Year!
Murray

I am writing to thank the congregation for
their generous donations to David Lewis.
We were delighted to receive the bumper
delivery this week - it marks the start of
Christmas for us! I have passed the presents n
to our Services Manager, who will make sure
they are distributed to those who need them
most.
Please do pass on our thanks to everyone at
Congleton United Reformed Church for their
generosity.
Helen Archibald, Fundraising Manager.

CALLING ALL PIANISTS!.... and everyone young

Concert Details:

and old currently taking piano lessons in Alsager!

Coming soon to Alsager
–

an internationally
acclaimed young
Palestinian Pianist
Bishara Haroni

Seen here with Professor Bernard and Sheila Moss at this year’s
Proms at the Royal Albert Hall where he played under Daniel

Saturday May 11th 2013
7.30pm at St.Mary’s Church, Alsager
To see Bishara in action, please visit the following website:
www.duo-amal.com
For further information, and to make early ticket requests,
please contact Bernard or Sheila Moss on 01270- 882238
Or email b.r.moss@staffs.ac.uk or
sheilaann34@btinternet.com

Barenboim and the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra.

What’s the connection?
Bernard and Sheila first met Bishara in the Holy Land where his
father Khalil is a Palestinian Tour Guide. Bishara was then 11 years
old. Several years later, many people in Alsager and beyond came to
meet Bishara and to hear him play at Keele University and at Alsager
United Reformed Church where Bernard was then the minister.
Together we raised enough money to pay for a boudoir grand piano
which we shipped out to Nazareth where he lived with his family, so
that he could pursue his ambition to become a concert pianist.
His career has blossomed! He has played in the Carnegie Hall and in
China, he has played in London under Sir Simon Rattle and Daniel
Barenboim who gives him piano lessons, and has recently toured
Australia. His wife Adi is a violinist who has also played with the
West-Eastern Divan Orchestra.
So in a very real sense Bishara will be coming home to us in Alsager
to give a ‘thank you’ family concert together with his wife, and we
would like as many friends old and new to join us for this very
special occasion.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR PUPILS
TAKING PIANO LESSONS IN ALSAGER.
We are hoping to have as many children and young people
attending this concert as possible. Bishara will remember
when he began to play and when he started having lessons,
and you can meet with him and talk to him at the concert.
And who knows, in years to come......!!
We are therefore making special arrangements for any
child or young person who is having piano lessons from a
teacher in Alsager. If they accompany an adult who pays
the full price, they will get their ticket at a greatly
reduced cost. All they will need is a letter signed by their
piano teacher.

