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Regular Weekly Activities

Letter from the Minister
Dear Friends
Many people begin the New Year resolving to get
physically fitter. Some enrol at a local gym/leisure
centre or buy an exercise bike. However, as the
pressures and routines of everyday life begin to
reassert themselves after the Christmas holiday,
sometimes those good intentions can fade. The
exercise equipment begins to be used less frequently
and then begins to gather dust, and the gym is visited
less and less.
Any skill needs to be learned first and then practiced.
That is true whether it is a work or leisure based skill
or one intended to help a person keep fit and healthy.
As with the maintenance of our physical and mental
life, so it is with our spiritual life. It is equally
important to practice the skills that enhance our spiritual life and keep us healthy, as it is to practice the
skills that help keep us physically and mentally active
and fit.
Prayer, Bible reading and study, focussing attention on
opening up to God, does not necessarily come naturally to any of us, but it is just as important as

TIME

ACTIVITY

CONTACT PERSON

5.15pm

1st Congleton Rainbows

Pauline McKeown

6.15pm

4th Congleton Brownies

Pauline McKeown

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

1.30pm

Keep Fit for the not-so-fit

Pauline McKeown

7.30pm

Study Group

Cynthia Muncaster &
Marion McGuinness

10am

Mums and Tots in the hall

Chris Astill

2pm

Bible Study in the Foyer

Carol Booth

8am

Prayer Meeting

Check venue each
week

12.30-2.30

Chat and Make group in the foyer

Lisa Spencer

7.30pm

Study Group

Bob Booth

Fri

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

Sat

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

10am

Music Practice in Church

Jean Cook

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Services for February 2014
Feb 2nd

All age worship led by Car- Joint service at Trinity,
ol Booth, 10.30am
6.30pm

Feb 9th

Worship led by Rev. Murray George, 10.30am

Feb 16th

Holy Communion led by Rev Joint service at
Bernard Moss, 10.30am
Wellspring, 6.30pm

Feb 23rd

Service led by the worship Worship led by Carol
group, 10.30am
Booth, 6.30pm

Holy Communion at URC,
6.30pm

Services for March 2014
March 2nd

All age worship led by
Rev Murray George,
10.30am

Joint service at Trinity,
6.30pm

March 9th

Worship led by Keith
Jarvis, 10.30am

Joint service at URC, led
by Rev. Murray George
6.30pm

March 16th Holy Communion led by
Rev Murray George,
10.30am

Joint service at
Wellspring, 6.30pm

March 23rd Worship led by Bill Farquar, 10.30am

Worship led by Carol
Booth, 6.30pm

March 30th Mother’s Day worship led
by the God Squad and
Junior Church, 10.30am

No evening service

paying attention to our physical and mental well being
and caring for the God given gift of ourselves. How
many hours a week do we spend in activity designed
to develop our physical, mental and spiritual selves?
Ask yourself if there is a balance there, or are we
spending more time caring for one aspect of ourselves
at the expense of the others? As we approach Lent, it
is a good time to re-examine this balance. Lent,
traditionally a time of fasting, is often understood to
be a time when people are supposed to give up
something, but for many Christians it has traditionally
been a wilderness time, a time of self examination
and preparation for believers’ baptism or
confirmation. It reflects Jesus’ time of preparation for
his ministry with forty days of fasting and preparation
in the wilderness.
As you travel the road to Jerusalem and beyond this
year during Lent, rather than give something up, why
not take this time as an opportunity to examine the
balance of your life? Explore ways you can practice
some of the skills that add to the quality of life, the
practice of which may have faded in the routine and
pressures of day to day living and working.
Your friend and minister
Murray

Congleton & Alsager URC’s 2014
LENT COURSE
Open to all
at
ALSAGER URC
Brookhouse Road, ST7 2PA

LOSS, GRIEF, CHANGE & FAITH

Monday Afternoons: OR
2.30pm—4pm
MARCH
17th, 24th, 31stm

APRIL
7th and 14th

Evenings:
7.30pm-9pm
MARCH
Tuesday 11th, Thursdays
20th, and 27th
APRIL
Thursday 3rd,
Wednesday 9th

GOOD GRIEF - BALD STATEMENTS
Exhibition Events
Exploring loss, grief and change
OPENING EVENT
Saturday March 15th at 2.30p.m.
The exhibition will be opened by Sculptor
Jean Parker M.A
REFLECTIONS
Sunday March 30th at 2.30p.m.
The Revd Howard Sharp will be offering his personal
reflections and response to the exhibition
An evening of Poetry and Music
Tuesday April 1st at 7.30p.m.
Phil Williams' Cheshire Literature Prize winner, Gill McEvoy
and former Cheshire Poet Laureates, Joy Winkler, Andrew
Rudd and John Lindley will reflect on the themes raised by
the exhibition.
Tickets for each event £5.00
(All profits from each event will be divided equally between a local
or health related charity and the church)

For tickets contact
Rev Murray George
Tel: 01260 273873 or email:
rev.murray@hotmail.com

Bald Statements
An exhibition exploring loss,
grief and change.
This exhibition will be held at Alsager URC
Brookhouse Rd, Alsager ST7 2PA throughout Lent.
The exhibition by sculptor Jean Parker is made up of an impressive
group of large alabaster heads that reflect different stages of
powerful emotion experienced in response to illness, personal loss
and grief.
Jean worked toward resolution of her feelings by moving through
eight phases of emotion, each expressed in a bold sculptural
statement.
Together the sculptures provide an innovative and insightful way
into why life is sometimes hard and how to find a way through pain
and suffering to some kind of reconciliation and a more peaceful
situation.
Jean’s artworks offer a remarkable and ultimately positive
opportunity for others to begin to explore and express difficult
emotions and give definition to the different stages of processing
loss, grief and change.
There are a small number of events connected with the exhibition
and information for these can be found in this magazine or on
posters and fliers.
Tickets for each of these events will be £5.00 and can be obtained
from Alsager Church or by contacting Rev Murray George. Tel:
01260 273873 or email rev.murray@hotmail.com
The exhibition will also be open to the public at various times
during lent and I would invite and encourage you to visit the
exhibition yourself and with friends exhibition opening times can
be found elsewhere in this edition of the magazine and on posters
around the church For more information you can contact Murray.

Dear friends,
We have been delighted to welcome you on previous
occasions to concerts at St Mary’s church Alsager, and I am
now writing to invite you to what promises to be our best ever
international concert!
Those of you who came last May to hear our Palestinian
concert pianist Bishara Harony will need no further incentive
to hear him again! That concert was a huge success, and we
are delighted that he is returning to play for us again, not just
with his violinist wife Adi who stole the show last time with
her beautiful playing, but also with his Jewish companion
Yaron Kohlberg with whom he tours world-wide playing
concerts for peace and reconciliation under the name Duo
Amal ( amal means hope in Arabic)
This time we have two events for the price of one! The
concert itself is on Saturday March 15th at 7.30pm, and on
the next day Sunday 16th March at 3pm, also at St Mary’s,
they will play again and talk about their work for peace, and
engage with the audience. An added attraction this time will
be the 10’ screen onto which the image of the two pianists
playing at one piano will be projected, so that everyone in the
audience can enjoy watching them play .
We look forward to welcoming you again
to our wonderful concert venue.
With kind regards, Bernard Moss

Dear friends,
This month sees the launch of the Daily Act of Worship together with the
prayer diary and the re-launch of the prayer chain. You should find all
three come with your magazine.
The daily act of Worship has been written by Carol Booth and is a simple
act of worship designed to be used daily individually or in small groups
as part of your personal prayer and devotional life. The whole of it or
selected parts can be used as you wish and time allows.
The prayer diary has been developed to be used together with the Act of
Worship to provide an aid or focus to prayer. It provides a monthly cycle
of prayer during which the whole of the church family is prayed for, all
the countries and peoples across the world as well as numerous people,
places and organisations of local, national and international significance/
relevance.
However, at different times, you or other members of the church family
may be in need of specific prayer and this is where the prayer chain
comes into its own. A simple request for prayer to Linda Copestick and
your name will be passed along the chain until everyone on it will be
praying for you.
Some people are nervous of the prayer chain because they want to
maintain their or their relative or friends privacy, however, no-one will
be asked why a name is being placed on the prayer chain. It is enough
that someone feels the need for Prayer support! People’s names will
remain on the prayer list until they ask for it to be taken off.
The prayer diary will be amended and update approximately once a
year, however if you would like to be part of the prayer chain – it really
is a wonderful ministry – you can give your name to Linda Copestick at
any time.
My thanks go to Carol for writing the Daily act of Worship, to Linda for
maintaining and heading up the prayer chain and to everyone whose
suggestions have gone to develop the prayer diary.
The Worship Group, Carol, Linda and I hope you find these offerings
helpful.
God bless
Murray

THANK YOU
The Hughes Family would like to express our
gratitude for the overwhelming support and
generosity which you all showed us following
our burglary in December. Thanks to you a
potentially traumatic experience became
instead an opportunity to feel loved, count
our blessings and refocus on the true
message of Christmas. The whole episode has
now become, in an unexpected way, a
memory to treasure as we will never forget
your kindness.
Best Wishes
Penny, Daisy, Robin, Adam and Izzy

A big thank you to everyone who came and
supported the coffee morning in aid of
Schools for Gambia. Pat and Trevor Brook’s
granddaughter, Kirsten, is hoping to go out
to The Gambia to see how the money is being
spent.
Kind regards, Linda Copestick

Letters
I would like to thank everyone who sent gifts
and cards for my 60th birthday. It was lovely to see all my friends and family
enjoying tea and cake together on the
Saturday afternoon. A special thank you to Lisa
Spencer and Anna Whitehurst for helping
in the kitchen and making the party run
smoothly.
Much love,
Linda Copestick

Thank you to the social committee and any
helpers for organising the Christmas party.
We thoroughly enjoyed the food and party
games, especially the Dingbats! It was lovely
to see everyone come together and have fun.
Best wishes,
Chris and Bob Booth

Chat & Make
In 2013 ‘Chat & Make’ whilst doing lots of chatting
managed to sew together knitted squares to make
over a dozen blankets for hospitals in The Gambia;
cross stitch a baby sampler; embroider a box and
knit baby clothes for twins in Paris. But the best
thing of all that was made, was new friends.
So if you fancy a chat (the making is optional!), drop
into the Church foyer anytime between 12.30pm and
2.45pm on a Thursday. The kettle is always on and we
would love to see you!

Behold, I make all things new ...
Rev Dr David Cornick, Gen Sec of CTE, provides a
reflection for the New Year:
In the dark days of exile in Babylon, the prophet Isaiah heard the
word of God – ‘…I am about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it?’ (Is 43:19). They had lost everything.
Jerusalem had been laid waste, the Temple destroyed. Their
homes had gone, along with the wealth and future they had
worked for. Yet it was worse than that, for the Temple, the very
footstool of God on earth was gone, and with it all the certainties
and securities of a faith that stretched back in time to the
journeyings of Abraham and Sarai. Every contour on their
intellectual and spiritual map had been obliterated.
As they gathered weeping by the waters of Babylon (Psalm 137)
the exiled people of God slowly realised that although everything
they treasured had gone, been rendered ‘old’ by the brutalities of
defeat and exile, God was still God, and ‘doing a new thing’,
marking out paths in the wilderness, blessing the barren desert
with the fertility of rivers. God was doing it, but they could not see
it. That is why the prophet hears God ask, ‘Do you not perceive it?’
The Babylonians thought they had destroyed the God of Israel
along with the Temple, but soon he was making ‘ways’ in the
desert beyond their understanding. Centuries later human beings
thought they had forced God out of his creation on a hill called
Golgotha, but to their astonishment three days later a young man
at a tomb announced, ‘He is not here…he is going ahead of you to
Galilee, there you will see him..’ (Mark 16:7)
Our God is a God who makes all things new, who does new things,
and asks us to open our eyes, see them, and join in.

Humour from ‘Rules for Reverends’
by Jeremy Fletcher
If you let the children of Junior Church at the biscuits
first, there will be none left for anyone else.
Devise a plan to avoid this.

There should be a misprint in every order of service.
Only God is perfect.
The preferred communication style of most churches
is osmosis and telepathy.
The recycled sermon you use in desperation will be
the only one someone remembers from the first time.

URC Winsford
Open day to celebrate 200th birthday

Women’s World Day of Prayer

Saturday 17th May 2014
10.00am till 4.00pm

“Streams in the Desert”
A focused look at Egypt

Refreshments served
All welcome

Speaker is Lesley Murray

Tea Dance

Held at Holy Trinity Church, Mossley
Friday 7th March 10.30am

Raising money for Ghana Aid

8th February, 2-4pm
Tea and cake
URC main hall
Tickets £4
See Margaret Bourner
for more details

Everyone welcome

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, ANTROBUS STREET, CONGLETON
Church Meeting dated 26th November, 2013 in the Church foyer.
Rev. Murray George was Chairperson and there were 10 Members present.
Apologies were received from - Patricia Hall. Jean Vale. Chris and Bob Booth
Pauline McKeown Robin and Daisy Hughes Rae Bowers .Kath Hall Nigel
Browne.
Rev Murray led the devotions from 1 Samuel 16: King David anointed.
Followed by prayer
The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as being correct.
Other business not on the Agenda. Cupboard for Choral Society .
Matters arising
All agreed that the ‘All souls service ‘ had been a wonderful occasion with good
feedback. It was agreed to hold it again next year. Alsager URC had decided to
hold their own next year.
Pastoralia.
Reports were received and prayer offered for our Church family in need.
The Pastoral Care Group who work in coordination with the elders on pastoral
care had produced a flyer in the current newsletter asking if anyone needed help
in various ways and also if anyone could help with things such as offering lifts
etc.,
A welcome team is to be set up especially for Sunday’s. It was noted that the
hymnbooks are now kept on the pew shelves to make more room and comfort
for seating. Thanks were expressed to Carol and Brian Booth who had donated a
splendid book shelf for large print hymnbooks, Brian has also made the shelves.
Brian has agreed to make a matching set for the other side of the sanctuary for
hymnbooks. The books can be given out when the congregation arrive and this
will also mean more people will be involved to make all people feel welcome.
The church will pay for the 2nd set of shelves.
Reports
Church vision
The special meeting was very fruitful and a resume can be found in the
newsletter.
Tradition and tolerance in worship. - To help everyone and all visitors to feel
part of the worship especially anyone visiting for the first time there will be
times when all details of the service will be displayed on the screen to make
things easier to follow. We may try sitting or standing in certain parts of the
service e.g. during offertory according to need.
We have the beginnings of a more viable Sunday School/Junior Church and
comments to parents regarding children in church should only be voiced to Rev.
Murray or the elders and not directly to parents/careers. This therefore is the
process agreed.

Ghana-aid The young people have met and begun to plan for the trip out in
2015. The fundraising and communication is progressing. £132 was raised at a
recent coffee morning by Mums and Tots bringing the balance to £700 plus.
Thanks were expressed to Margaret Bourner for her work with this project.
Finance.
Following the concert for the Kingsfield singers £150 was sent to Help for
Heroes and £150 to the LOL Foundation.
Use of Social Committee Funds. The current balance stands at £327 32p £80
was spent on a Gazebo for the BaBa cue which will remain useful for further
events. From the Stuart Townend concert it was suggested that £67.63 was used
to buy 2 Urns/Vacuum Flasks for the Social Committee. The Committee would
check the ones we already have before purchasing any new ones.
Christmas appeal—We already have a Christmas appeal for Ghana aid. It was
agreed that three quarters of money raised goes to Ghana aid and the money
from the Rode Hall Silver Band and a quarter of the rest goes to the Philippines.
Audi resources.
Research into what can be available. We are inviting experts to come and bring
information.
Social Committee
Plans underway for the Christmas party 14th January, 2014 4-6pm.
Church decoration a group will gather on Saturday 30th November.
Wider Church
Street Pastors. 21 volunteers hoping to begin in April, 2014.
Synod and South Cheshire.
A letter re a new Moderator had been received from Synod office. A decision to
re advertise the position in February, 2014 after un successful interviews and
interview again in April, 2014.
The General Secretary Roberts Romengar is stepping down in 2014 and this
position is now advertised.
Correspondence Some diary dates for 2014.
Other business. The Choral Society had requested a possible cupboard to store
their refreshments and bits and bobs. This to go to elders for discussion and
decision.

"Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in
the world. There are those who wake up in the morning
and say, "Good morning, Lord," and there are those who
wake up in the morning and say, "Good Lord, its morning."

