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Dear friends,
My mother used to love doing Jigsaw puzzles, she would sit for hours at a time
sometimes working methodically and completing a whole section. At other times she
would put in just one piece during the course of a long day as she was busy doing other
things. I do not do as many as she did but I do enjoy them when I do them. My
favourite puzzles are of pictures by the Artist MC Esher, they are often abstract and
more often than not in shades of black and grey rather than colour, so they can be quite
a challenge and need me to persevere over a period of time and I get a great sense of
satisfaction when I put the last piece in and the whole picture becomes complete.
Whilst on holiday recently I came across the following about a jigsaw puzzle and
see how it can relate to life as a Christian. The writer says that when they thought about
it, a jigsaw puzzle can help us with everything we need to know about living life.
1. Don’t force a fit. If something is meant to e, it will come together naturally.
2. When things aren’t going so well, take a break. Everything will look different when
you return.
3. Be sure to look at the big picture. Getting hung u on the little pieces only leads to
frustration.
4. Perseverance pays off! Every important puzzle comes together bit by bit, piece by
piece.
5. When one area stops working, move on to another. But be sure to return to it later.
6. The creator of the puzzle provides a gift of a picture to be used as a guidebook.
7. Variety is the spice of life. It’s the different colours, shapes and patterns that make a
puzzle interesting.
8. Working together with friends and family makes any task fun.
9. Establish the border first. Boundaries give a sense of security and order.
10. Anything worth doing takes time and effort. A great puzzle can’t be rushed.
If you ever do a jigsaw puzzle I’m sure you will agree that these ten points are
worth remembering, (you may have some others to pass on as well) and if you don’t why
not give it a try!
Psalm 18: 20 – 24 (from The Message)
GOD made my life complete when I placed all the pieces before him.
When I got my act together, he gave me a fresh start.
Now I’m alert to GOD’s ways; I don’t take GOD for granted.
Every day I review the way he works; I try not to miss a trick.
I feel put back together, and I’m watching my step.
GOD rewrote the text of my life when I opened the book of my heart to his eyes.
Every blessing
Your friend and minister
Murray

PRAYER PAGE
In a devotional book that I have been using recently (‘Grace Notes’ by Philip
Yancey) I came across the following article for August 22 entitled ‘Without
Ceasing’. I found it very encouraging and helpful; I hope you do too:
I met with one of the few people I know personally who takes prayer as
seriously as did Martin Luther, George Müller, and other giants of prayer.
Marcia has a designated prayer closet in which she follows the interior-castle
model set forth by Teresa of Avila (more next time!). Yet when I asked her
about prayer, to my surprise she talked about all the other hours in her day:
“Conversation can be a prayer. Think of the Samaritan woman at the
well, talking with Jesus about water and mountains and Jerusalem—wasn’t
that a prayer? I like to think of my conversations with people as prayer. I
speak to Jesus within a person. I ask, Lord, let this lunch or tea or whatever
be a prayer. When I read the Bible, that’s a prayer. I don’t read Psalm 73, I
pray Psalm 73. I willingly refer my actions to God, and in so doing they
become a prayer.
“I’m a painter. I pray as I paint, and my painting becomes a kind of
prayer. If someone asks me for help in prayer, I tell them to find what they
most enjoy and do that, only do it for the glory of God. For you it may be
writing or climbing a mountain. Ask God to remind you, as you do it, that
you’re doing it for him. Often as I’m doing what I enjoy, specific requests
come to mind. I pray instantly, as soon as something comes to mind, and I
trust God to bring it to mind.
“Spending time with God is what’s important. We spend the time
anyway. Why not recognize that we spend it with God, and then act like it?”
Listening to Marcia, I realized how easily I compartmentalize my life. I
had the notion of prayer as a spiritual act oddly unrelated to the rest of my
life. Out of a sense of duty I would put in the time, sometimes gladly and
sometimes not, then get on with the real business of the day. I have since
come to see prayer as something like a warm-up exercise, not an end in itself
but a means to an end: to increase awareness of God at all other times.
(Quoted from Prayer: ‘Does It Make Any Difference?’ by Philip Yancey)
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:
Fri Nov 11th Armistice Day Silent Vigil 10.00am-12.00noon
(incl Act of Remembrance at 11.00am)
Wed Dec 21st Too Busy to Stop Time 2.00pm-4.00pm
AND FINALLY:
A thought from Mother Teresa: ‘Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet
come. We only have today. Let us begin’. (Quoted in ‘The Shed That Fed a
Million Children’ - Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow p143).

Congleton Church on Tuesday
Café – Lunchtime Worship – Chat & Make
A warm welcome, friendship and fellowship,
sustenance for body mind and spirit,
craft and conversation
Join us weekly between 10.00am and 2.30pm
Congleton URC, Antrobus Street.
Drop in to the Café:

10am -12 midday

Reflective refreshing worship:
Chat and Make:

12 – 12.30pm

12.30pm – 2.30pm

Tea, coffee and biscuits are available throughout this time

Alsager and Congleton Prayer Chains.
Please remember that if you wish to add someone’s name to the prayer chain you can
contact
Alsager:
Melanie Edwards Tel: 07920 111891
# Congleton:
Tricia Smith
Tel: 01260 279239
They will then pass the name along that respective Prayer Chain.
All requests are treated confidentially
If you would like to join either prayer chain contact Rev. Murray 01260 273873
A couple of contributions from Joan Heaton
A minister who had entered heaven was being shown his eternal reward. TO his
disappointment, he was only given a small shack to live in. Looking down the street he
saw a taxi-driver being given a lovely estate with gardens and pools. “I don’t understand
it,” the minister moaned. “I dedicated my whole life to serving God and this is all I get,
yet a cabbie is awarded a mansion.” “it’s quite simple, “ St Peter explained. “Our system
is based on performance. When you preached people slept – when he drove, people
prayed.”
Seen on a church Notice Board
Services 10.45 and 6.30
Come early if you want a back seat.
------------------‘No connection with Post Office Two collections every Sunday’.

“Church Unity” continuing a conversation
Reflecting on the letter in the last magazine by a member of a church family on
the subject of church unity I found myself in agreement with it all. However, I think
there is more to say and so would like to offer a few thoughts of my own.
I agree that as Christians we should understand that there may be a very good reason
why someone does something rude, impolite or hurtful, but in the same way we also
need to recognise that someone may feel hurt when they meet with a response like this,
but feeling unable to express it – to ‘keep the peace.’
Church Unity is important, but it should not come at the expense of people
feeling the Christian way is the way of silence, in case they offend or upset someone.
Too often I think people stay silent when it would be better to speak out. Silence can
breed misunderstanding and frustration. It seems to me that people in churches often
prefer to stay silent rather than say something that might be deemed controversial or
different from the perceived wisdom.
I wonder whether this makes it more difficult for people to say that they feel hurt
to the person that has hurt them, and to explain why it hurt them? This also may make it
more difficult for someone to have the opportunity to say that they are sorry.
Recently at the service to welcome Coral Sibery into membership the
congregation at Alsager read the Statement concerning the Nature, Faith and Order of
the United Reformed Church. This something both churches do on a regular basis. As
part of that the following is read by all…
“We commit ourselves to speak the truth in love and grow together in the
peace of Christ”
Talking together helps us grow together, whilst silence is not always golden! It can
be a waste of energy and a drain on personal resources never to speak out. Jesus himself
was very rarely silent, in fact much of his ministry was spent challenging people where
others would normally have remained silent. He especially spoke to and challenged those
in authority or those he felt were acting wrongly or thoughtlessly. The first verse of R&S
641 “We pray for peace” has much for us to contemplate if we are tempted to think a
peaceful life is a Christian life, “We pray for peace, but not the easy peace…” Alan
Gaunt
It is often not what we say, but how we say it that is important. It always best to
think before you speak - prayerfully reflect - then (with help and support if necessary)
speak.
How we speak is just as important as what we say. Robin Greenwood, in his book
“Sharing God’s Blessing”, says this

“A characteristic of Christian conversation is to be present - to God, to society,
to one another and to our deepest selves where God dwells. This means spotting
and letting go of the common habits of just waiting for the other to stop speaking
so we can make our point, hurting one another under the guise of humour,
seeking to prove ourselves right and the other wrong and belittling one another.
The wisdom of the Christian tradition is that we learn together: we make
space for the other in our hearts and minds, this is a mutual act to be acquired one in which we all carry responsibility for recognising each other’s dignity as
God’s beloved.”
Sometimes however someone needs an advocate to speak on their behalf and to
help start a conversation between different parties. That is where the minister and/or
elders can help in starting a conversation, and that is just what I’m hoping to do with
this letter.
I am aware that a number of people have left each church following instances where
they have ‘been hurt’ by something someone has said or done; or not said and done. I
would like to prevent this happening again. I would also encourage those who have been
hurt to speak to me to explore how we might look at the road of reconciliation and
forgiveness. With God to help us and the example of Jesus before us, with prayerful
courage and it could be possible to walk the path toward forgiveness and reconciliation.
There are no easy answers, but talking to each other is vital to keeping the heart of the
church alive and growing.
Your friend and minister
Murray

Come and be fed
in
Body, Mind and Spirit
at
Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
Midday
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40pm
October 18th
November 15th

In Memorandum
During this season of remembrance we give thanks for all those whose have passed
away and whose funerals have been at Congleton or Alsager Churches in the past 12
months. We also include those who have been laid to rest in the Garden of
Remembrance at Congleton URC:
We will remember them…
Alsager
Mrs Eliza Ann Elrick (Betty) McCullough – Died 24th November 2015
Mrs Katherine Anne Griffiths (Kay)- Died 22nd November 2015
Miss Nancy Hartshorne – Died 8th April 2016
Mrs Janet Marie Beamon – Died 14th July 2016
Mrs Gwendoline Grace Collier – Died 24th July 2016
Congleton
Mrs Sheila Dale - Died 19th October 2015
Mr David Frank Wood - Died 4th January 2016
Mrs Judith Nuttall - Died 23rd January - 2016
Mr Wilfred (Bill) Mayer - Died 1st February 2016
Mr Keith Machin - Died 22nd March 2016
Mrs Linda Copestick - Died 17th June 2016
Mrs Jean Whittaker - Died 20th July 2016
Miss Jean Mitchell - Died 23rd July 2016
Mr Ronald "Alastair" Macintosh - Died 10th August 2016
Mr Frank Brown - Died 13th August 2016
Mr Brian Edward Wakefield - Died 30th August 2016
Mr Roy Pass - Died 26th August 2016
Mrs Rose Frost – Died 15th September 2016

Rest in Peace and may light perpetual shine
upon you all

All Souls Services
1 and 2nd November
st

Dear friends,
I would like to invite you to the annual All Souls Service on
1st November 7pm

Congleton

2nd November 7pm

Alsager

Each will be a reflective service in which we will remember and celebrate the lives of
loved ones who have passed away. There is an open invitation for anyone from Alsager
and Congleton to attend and have loved ones remembered.
As part of each service, an Act of Remembrance will take place. This will take the form
of a roll call of names. If you wish, the names of your loved ones can be read out and tea
light candles lit in their memory.
If you are able to come, you are invited to light a candle yourself. However, if you are
unable to come and would still like your relative’s or friend’s name read out and/or a
candle lit in their memory, a member of the worship group will be happy to do this on
your behalf.
If you would like loved ones to be remembered, please fill in the form that is in the
church or hall or alternatively let Murray or one of the elders know the names of anyone
you would like us to include so that the roll call can be compiled and preparations made.
Please also let us know if you are unable to come but would like someone to light a
candle on your behalf.
You are welcome to stay for refreshments and a chat after the service.
We hope you and your family/friends will be able to join us.
With God’s blessing
Murray

Congleton Harvest Supper
Sunday October 15th
6.30p.m. - £7.50
Harvest Festival Service
Sunday 16th 10.30 a.m.

Forthcoming Events at Congleton
Saturday 15th.October
6.30 p.m.
£7.50

Harvest Supper

Sunday 16th.October
10.30 a.m.

Harvest Festival

Outing to Shrewsbury

Saturday 22nd.October
£12.50 *

Film' to be announced

Friday 4th. November
6.30 p.m. for 7p.m.
£3.50
Sunday 6th. November
6.00 for 6.30 p.m.

Festival of Remembrance

Friday 11th. November
7p.m.

A Christmas Soirée

Saturday 26th. November
6.30 p.m.
£10*

With Carrie-Ann Williams of the Birmingham Conservatoire and opera singer Beth Moxon

Friday 11th. December

Festival of Trees, Flowers and Stars
Sunday
December
9th. to11th.
Sunday
7 p.m.
Sunday 18th. December
10.30 a.m.

Concert of Christmas Music
with the Rode Hall Silver Band

Carol Service

* Tickets available from Marion McGuinness

ALSAGER PRE – TEENS
Our young people have started back to the pre-teens club after a long summer break.
They arrived eager and willing to engage in a room full of table games and glad to be in
each others company.
The helpers supervised at a distance and at the end of the evening Gill Bowler gave us
an update of the 'Roofometer' appeal.
To everyone's delight and amazement she told us that we were very close to reaching
our target of £1000!!T
The children, helpers and parents will continue with their fundraising efforts and encourage our readers to support future events that are arranged.
Alsager Coffee and Chat
10am – 12noon
Coffee and Chat on the 1st Saturday of every month is an opportunity for outreach into
the community and a time to relax and meet up with people who you might not have
seen for some while.
As well as refreshments there is often a sales table, handmade cards, always a bargain to
be had, so why not pay us a visit and bring along a friend.
Your Hosts for the coming months are:
October
November
December
January
February

- Jacquie and Lynne
- Doreen and Barbara
- Chris and Eileen
- Audrey and Marie
- Jacquie and Lynne

P.S.:- We would appreciate another couple of helpers – please have a word with Philip.
~~~~~~~~
BONES
There are four bones in any organisation …………

The Wishbone

- Wishing someone else would do something about it.

The Jawbone

- Doing all the talking and nothing else.

The Knucklebone - That knocks everything
The Backbone

- That carries the load and gets on with the job.
(given to us anonymously !) (author – anon)

photo: Kennedy Browne

Come& Sing Messiah
On 10th. September singers from far and near joined the Congleton Choral Society to
form an 81 strong choir to sing excerpts from 'The Messiah'. The afternoon was spent
practising with the conductor, Christopher Cromar, and organist, Michael Wynne, They
were joined for the concert in the evening by mezzo soprano, Elizabeth Humphries.
The choir and the members of the audience thoroughly enjoyed the performance and
there were many comments about the high quality of the music.
Our thanks to the Choral Society who organised the evening as a fund raising event for
the church.
On Octobe 26th. another two young professional singers will be giving a 'Christams
Soirée', for which tickets will be available from Marion McGuinness.

October
2
Faye Kerry
th
4
Dorothy Bragg
th
7
Jenny Keeling
11th Irene Guant
12th Alex Keeling
26th Val Atkinson
nd

st

1
3rd
21st
27th
30th

November
Vanessa Walker
Christine Winskill
Jacqui McCullough
Audrey Dawber
Marie Riley

If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
Jacqui McCullough. She doesn’t need the age, just the date!

Ha

A
Christmas
Soirée
A medley of Festive songs
with
Carrie-Ann Williams, soprano
from the Birmingham Conservatoire

and

Beth Moxon, mezzo soprano
from the Royal School of Music
International Opera School

Saturday November 26th. 6.30 p.m.
at

Congleton United Reformed
Church
Tickets @ £10 available from the church,

Congleton Information Office or
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Jonathan Veira
Songs and Tales @ St Mary’s Alsager
Saturday 29th OCTOBER at 7.30pm
Licensed bar open from 6.30pm
£15 (family concessions)
Send s.a.e. with cheque payable to: ST MARY’s PCC
Further information from:-

stmarysconcert@aol.com 01270 875139.

URC Partnership success at Greenbelt festival

The URC celebrated a successful debut as an associate partner of the Greenbelt arts,
faith and justice festival. Greenbelt took place in the grounds of Boughton House,
Northamptonshire, over August Bank Holiday Weekend, and the packed programme
featured four URC-led events on the theme of ‘Scrap the Church?’ A panel discussion

took place on Saturday, considering whether the Church is what Jesus had in mind
when he talked about the Kingdom of God; Cake and Debate on the same theme for
young people took place the next day; and pop-up liturgy focused on discovering
Jesus at the tomb, on the road to Emmaus and at the lakeside. A star-themed treasure
hunt proved to be particularly popular, while an art installation featuring a scrap metal
church prompted many a discussion as it changed shape over the course of the
weekend! Plans are now being made for the URC’s involvement in Greenbelt 2017.
Praying for 2017...!

Speak to Rev. Murray if you
Would like to order a 2017
Prayer Handbook

Feasts and festivals, the 2017 prayer handbook is
now available from the online store for just
£6.50. As always, it’s filled with inspiring prayers
from writers across and beyond the
denomination. The 2017 prayer handbook trialled
the idea of opening up submissions to prayer
writers of all ages – and the editors, Richard Church
and Nathan Eddy, were so pleased with the
response that they are doing it all over again! As
always the prayer handbook will follow the
lectionary and we’ll be bringing more details of how
to submit prayers to the 2018 prayer handbook later
this month – so watch out for news via the website,
facebook and twitter.

ALSAGER THURSDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP
On September 8th our meetings recommenced after the summer break with Philip
leading a ‘Review of the Past Year’ and looking forward to the future.
In his report to the meeting he gave special thanks to those people of the fellowship that
help him to provide such interesting, varied, enjoyable and friendly gatherings
throughout the year.
The annual accounts were distributed and the members chose to make donations
to the following……
Water Aid
- £50
MAF Flying for life
- £50
Raynauds & Scleroderma - £50
Hope House
- £50
Alzheimer’s Society
- £50
Alsager Food Bank
- £50
Cancer Support
- £50
Alsager URC
- £100

Philip’s story of “Faith the Cat”, hymn singing and prayers were then followed by
the distribution of a new programme of speakers and events which is produced below.
Finally the afternoon was brought to a conclusion with a selection of cakes, tea and
coffee.
Why not join us at future meetings as a warm welcome is guaranteed.
PROGRAMME
September 22nd
13th
27th
November 10th
24th
December
8th
October

Harvest – Jacqui Briscoe
Agricultural Chaplaincy Team
Reverend Bill Farquar – Middlewich URC
Mrs Barbara Jones
Show & Tell – please bring something SPECIAL
“Long Lost Family” – Reverend Arthur Wakelin
Christmas Lunch – places must be pre-booked
~~~~~~~~

Alsager Soup and Sing
Well, it’s actually been Salads instead of Soup, which I think have been enjoyed by
everyone!
Again it has to be stressed that it is not a choir – nor are we aspiring to become
performers – we just enjoy making a joyful noise, using hymns and songs. We are
intending to sing at the Harvest Supper and have unearthed a few “oldies” for the
occasion. Maybe you’ll know them and join in!
On our regular Monday sessions we don’t have set places to sit for our lunch and
when we move away from the table to sing, we sit where we feel comfortable. It is a very
relaxing time that we share together.
Now that the Mums and Under 5s has started back again, we have to use the
church, so, if you feel the need to explode into song or fancy a few hours of fellowship
and a light meal, why not take a look through the front doors of the church, I’m sure
you will see that we are a really friendly so join us. Monday 1.pm – 3.15ish. (flexible!)
Alsager Letters
Joy Stockton would like to thank Rev’d Murray, friends and members of Alsager
U.R.C. for their kind telephone calls, get well cards, prayers and offers of help during her
recent spell of ill health. They were very much appreciated

October - November 2016
PRAYERS FROM ALSAGER

Lord, what we really want is a world without any problems.
Where everything’s easy, and warm and cosy.
A world we can predict, where riches don’t turn to rags at midnight.
A world of harmony and good feelings.
But it’s not like that, Lord.
There are wars and rumours of wars.
Pain and exploitation.
Broken lives on rubbish dumps where hope lies bleeding.
Lord, we don’t understand they way you do things.
With your power, your wisdom, your love,
couldn’t you have done it differently? Made it easier?
We pray for: Selwyn Burgess and family, Steve and Denise Armitage and their
family, John and Marian Tunstall, Sylvia Glennon and Val, Pat, Maureen, Hilary
and family, Nan Owen, Phyllis Woodley, Keith Simms and family, the family of
Carys Jones, Hilda Johnson, Adam Davies, Ruth and Alan and those who are
known to us in the privacy of our own hearts.

It was no easier for Jesus, was it Lord?
And the problems he faced were not of his making.
His problems took him to the cross.
To pain and death - No not to pain, to death,
Not to, but through.
Because the one thing we know is that he came out on the other side.
Let us remember Gwen Collier

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails.
We pray that you will bless the marriage of Andrew and Rachael Eardley

Congleton Letters
Dorothy Wakefield would like to thank all the Church Family for Prayers, cards,
'phone calls and all help in memory of Brian. Also the Rev. Murray for all his support
and care.
Thank you all.
Pat Mackintosh wishes to thank the Rev. Murray for all his help and care and also
all the Church Family for Prayers, 'phone calls and tributes of sympathy in memory of
Alastair. Thank you everyone.
Coming up . . . in Congleton
With the organ at Congleton having been repaired and with the good acoustics in the
church, we are planning musical evenings and talks each month as a way of raising
money to pay for the work which cost £10,500.
The Organ & Brass Concert followed by the 'Come and Sing Messiah' day have got
things off to a good start and we are looking forward to the 'Christmas Soirée' on
Saturday, November 26th. We are fortunate to have been able to book two of the rising
stars of the opera scene, Carrie-Ann Williams and Beth Moxon. The songs that they
will be singing will be varied and will suit all tastes in music and it should be a good
evening. They are professionals so we are having to pay their fees which means that we
have to sell at least 50 tickets to break even. So, set the video to record 'Strictly Come
Dancing' and come along with your friends and family for an evening of live music.
Tickets @ £10 will be available from Marion McGuinness or the church
website:www.congletonurc.org.uk
To close the Festival of Trees, Flowers and Stars, Rode Hall Silver Band will be giving a
concert of Christmas music with carols on the Sunday night. Congleton's Carol
Service will be at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 18th. December.
On February 2nd. next year the broadcaster and author, Tracy Borman will be coming to
give a talk on 'The Private Lives of the Tudors', which is the subject of her new book.
Tracy is Joint Chief Curator for Historic Royal Palaces, the charity that manages
Hampton Court Palace, the Tower of London, Kensington Palace, Kew Palace, the
Banqueting House, Whitehall and Hillsborough Castle.
We are fortunate to have been able to book her to come to Congleton and are looking
forward to this 'behind the scenes 'look at Tudor royalty.
Look out for the other exciting new events which are being planned for next year and
come along to support them' helping us raise money for the church's community and
structural development projects.

Congleton Street Pastors Need our help
Would you consider being a Prayer Pastor, to support our Street Pastors?
The Street Pastors go out as a team of four from 8 until midnight once a week on either
a Friday or Saturday evening.
The Prayer Pastors form a support group at Westwood House. They cover the Street
Pastors with prayer and keep in touch via mobiles so they can pray for situations as they
occur.
At 10pm the Street Pastors return to base for a hot drink and cakes prepared by the
Prayer Pastors. This gives an opportunity to share any issues and discuss plans for the
rest of the evening. The Prayer Pastors then send out the Street Pastors with a prayer
and then wash up, tidy up the social area, before returning to their vigil in the prayer
room.
The Street Pastors return to base at midnight and usually everyone is away home by ten
past the hour. The frequency of duty is usually once a month.
The Prayer Pastors are a vital part of the team. No special training is required and they
stay in the comfort and warmth of Westwood House all evening!
Ron and I have been Prayer Pastors since the beginning of Congleton Street Pastors but
feel unable to continue for health reasons. We hope and pray someone will feel called to
follow us.
Jean cook
If anyone is interested and would like more information please speak to Jean or
Ron on 01260 273513

Bible Exploration at Alsager URC
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 2.30p.m.
When it comes to exploring the Bible there are no experts.
Through Bible study/exploration we are fed, nourished by God’s living
word. We all have something to learn and something to share so please come
and join us.
The Programme
Date
Subject
Leader
October 12th

Micah 5-7

Rev. Murray

October 26th

Ester 1-5

Rev. John

November 9th

Ester 6-10

Rev. John

November 23rd

Elizabeth & Zechariah

Rev. Murray

And Finally …From the Editor
Dear Friends
I have very much enjoyed editing the church magazine and I would like to say a particular thank you to Lynne, Val, Barbara and Marion, and all those who have supplied material for the magazine so promptly and regularly. I’d also like to thank them and others
for the warm support and appreciation of my efforts.
With Murray’s sabbatical coming up next year and new commitments of my own on the
horizon, I think it will soon be time for me to move on and let someone else take up the
editorial reins. Murray will be away for three months and of course I will be with him.
The last magazine issue I will prepare will be the April/May issue in 2017.
I’d be very happy to meet with any potential editors and go through the process of putting the magazine together with them. It is quite straightforward and just takes a few
hours every couple of months to compile as there is a template to work with. A new
format and any original contributions from the new editor would I am sure be very welcome!
It seems there are exciting times for the churches ahead and I look forward to seeing
things develop.
God Bless
Karen George
A volunteer to print the magazine will also be needed I am afraid… Murray

Date

Time

October
2nd
9th
16th
16th
18th
23rd
30th

2
6th
13th
20th
20th
22nd
27th

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30pm
Midday
10.30 am
10.30 am

Church Family Worship with Communion
Church Family Worship
Church Family worship
Ecumenical evening service
Tuesday service and Lunch
Church Family Worship
Church Family Worship

7.00 pm
10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

All Souls Service
Church Anniversary with Holy Communion
Remembrance Sunday Worship
Church Family Worship
Ecumenical Evening Worship
Tuesday service and Lunch
Advent 1 Worship with Communion

10.30 am

Church Family Worship Annual Toy Service Rev. Murray George

Congleton

2nd
4th
9th
9th
11th

10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday

All age Worship
Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship
Ecumenical Worship - Wellspring
Lunchtime Worship

16th

10.30 am

Harvest Festival

18th
23rd
25th
30th
30th

Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Lunchtime service
Family Worship
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship
Healing and Wholeness Service

November
1

Rev. Murray George
& Worship Group
Rev. Jackie Embrey
Rev. John Keeling
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

Alsager

October

st

Rev. Les Sanderson
Ev. Murray George
Rev. David Spence
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Bob Parker
Rev. Murray George

Alsager

December
4th

Leader

Alsager

November
nd

Worship dates and times
Worship Centre

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mr Bob Booth
Rev. Derek Balsdon
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
& Mr Jake Convery
Mrs Carol Booth
Worship Group
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Margaret Stacey
Rev. Murray George

Congleton
7.00 pm

All Souls Service

Rev. Murray George

All age Worship

6th
8th
11th
13th
13th
15th
20th

10.30 am
6.30 for
7pm
Midday
7.00 pm
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

& Worship Group
Mrs Carol Booth

Café Jam
Lunchtime service
Festival of Remembrance
Remembrance Sunday Worship
Ecumenical Service @
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship with Communion

Café Jam Band
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Mr Bob Booth

22nd

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Mrs Carol Booth

27th

10.30 am

Church Family Worship

27th

6.30 pm

Taize style Worship with Communion

Worship Group
Mr Jake Convery &
Rev. Murray George

29th

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George

6

th

December
4

th

Congleton
10.30 am

All age Worship

Date
October
1st
12th
26th
29th
October
2nd
3rd
8th
22nd
29th

Time

November
2nd
5th

Alsager

6th

6.30 – 7pm

Mrs Carol Booth

Dates For your Diary
Details

Alsager
10-12noon
2.30 pm
2.30 pm
7.30 pm

Coffee & Chat
Bible Exploration
Bible Exploration
Jonathan Viera at St Mary’s Church

Congleton
12.30 pm
7.15 pm
7.00 pm
All day
7.30 pm

7.00 pm
10- midday

Meet LOL lunch
Elders meeting
Film night
Day trip to Shrewsbury
Jonathan Viera at St Mary’s Church Alsager

All Souls Service
Coffee & Chat
Café Jam at Congleton URC led by Synod Café Jam
Band

9th
11th
23rd
23rd

2.30 pm
7.00 pm
2.30 pm

November
6th
7th
11th
12th
21st
23rd
26th

Congleton

December

Alsager

5th

10-12noon

6.30 – 7pm
7.15 pm
7.00 pm
7.00 pm
7.15 pm
TBA

Day

Time

Monday

1–
2.30pm

Monday
Term time

5.15 pm

3rd Mon

TBC

Tues

10 am12 noon
10.00 midday
12noon 12.30
12.30
- 2.30
1.30 pm

Monday
Term time

Tues
Tues
Tues
Tues
Term time
2nd and 4th
Tuesdays

Bible exploration
Festival of Remembrance at Congleton URC
Bible exploration
Deadline day for Link Items

12.45 –
2.15

7.30 pm

Café Jam led by Synod Café Jam Band
Elders meeting in the Vestry
Festival of Remembrance
Film night
Elders meeting in the Vestry
Deadline day for Link Items
An evening of Opera
Coffee & Chat

Regular Weekly Activities
Place
Activity

Alsager

Mums and Tots
group

Alsager

Singing Group
includes a light lunch
Congleton 1st Congleton
Rainbows

Alsager

Card Making Group

Congleton Café in foyer

Contact
Lauren 07960 879341
Kayleigh
01270 488123
Ian White or
Lynne Eardley
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Jean Cook
01260 276513

Congleton Chat & Make
Part one
Congleton Lunchtime Worship
Congleton Chat & Make
Part two
Congleton Keep Fit for the
not-so-fit
Congleton Bible
Exploration

3rd Tues

Midday

Alsager

Midday service &
Buffet meal

Wed
Term time

10.00 am Congleton Mums and Tots

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Marion McGuinness
01260 281314

Starts again in
September
Christine Astil
01260 273027

Wed

2.00 pm

Congleton Bible Study

2nd & 4th 2.30 pm
Wednesday

Alsager

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton Morning Prayer

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship

Thurs in
term time

6-7 pm

Alsager

Pre-Teens

Thurs

7.30 pm

Congleton Bible Study

Thursdays

Midday

Congleton Lunch Club

1st Sat

10am-12

Alsager

Sat
Sat

10am -12 Congleton Café
9am-11
Congleton Veterans Breakfast

Term time

Bible
Exploration

Coffee and Chat

Carol Booth
01260 272580

Rev. Murray
Rev. John
Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

Philip &
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip &
Lynne Eardley 01270
877861
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Ann Thornber
01260 297860
Jean Cook

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
23rd November
The next issue will cover
December - January
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information
to Murray George or leave in
the folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information
to Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of
church
Alsager URC
Website:
www.alsagerurc.org.uk
Congleton URC
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager Elders
Church Secretary
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
Melanie Edwards 01270 884267
David Keeling
01562 913146
Christine Roche
01270 764175
Chris Winskill
01270 879695
Congleton Elders
Church Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Worship Secretary
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Pastoral and fellowship Secretary
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Social Ministries Secretary
Margaret Bourner 01260 641869
Property and Finance secretary
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Joint Treasurers
Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Pauline McKeown
Lisa Spencer
Anne Thornber

01260 275947
01260 275171
01260 297860

