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Regular Weekly Activities

Letter from the Minister
Dear Friends,

TIME

ACTIVITY

CONTACT PERSON

5.15pm

1st Congleton Rainbows

Pauline McKeown

6.15pm

4th Congleton Brownies

Pauline McKeown

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

1.30pm

Keep Fit for the not-so-fit

Pauline McKeown

7.30pm

Study Group

Cynthia Muncaster &
Marion McGuinness

10am

Mums and Tots in the hall

Chris Astill

2pm

Bible Study in the Foyer

Carol Booth

8am

Prayer Meeting

Check venue each
week

12.30-2.30

Chat and Make group in the foyer

Lisa Spencer

7.30pm

Study Group

Bob Booth

Fri

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

Sat

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

10am

Music Practice in Church

Jean Cook

Mon

Harvest time is not just about reaping the present crop, it is also about
preparing the ground and sowing a new crop.
This morning I read this story in the Old Testament.
There was a young man, minding his own business, plodding along,
guiding a plough and a team of oxen. He was concentrating really hard
on keeping a straight furrow, when suddenly someone came up behind
him and threw a cloak over his head! Well, you can imagine his shock
and the struggle to disentangle himself from the cloak, whilst trying to
prevent the oxen from stampeding. And yet, in the middle of all this,
Elisha heard and understood the call to follow Elijah (who had thrown
the cloak) to become in effect, an apprentice prophet (1Kings 19:19 21). After a sacrifice and farewell feast, that is what he did. We can read
about his further adventures in the second book of Kings.
There are a number of stories of call and response scattered throughout
the Bible – some dramatic and obvious, others quieter, even
ambiguous, and the outcome is never obvious or plain sailing - just like
life, really. Each of us has been called by God, and each of us has made
some sort of response, however tentative, or we would not have set
foot in church and received this copy of this magazine. What does
‘vocation’ mean to us in the church today? For a long time, a ‘vocation’
was considered to be something that the minority had – a vocation to
be a minister, or perhaps a nurse or a teacher. But, in recent years, the
focus has shifted more towards being a vocation or call to everyone to
be and to do what God asks them to be and do.

Tue

Wed

Thur

Services for October 2013
Oct 6th

Worship led by Junior
Church and God Squad,

Joint service at Trinity,
6.30pm

Oct 13th

Worship led by Carol
Booth, 10.30am

Communion and joint service at URC, led by Rev.
Bernard Moss, 6.30pm

Oct 20th

Worship led by Rev.
Murray George, 10.30am

Joint service at
Wellspring, 6.30pm

Oct 27th

Communion and One World Joint service at Trinity,
Week service led by Rev.
6.30pm
Murray George, 10.30am

Services for November 2013
Nov 3rd

All age worship led by
Joint service at
Margaret Stacey, 10.30am Wellspring, 6.30pm

Nov 10th

Remembrance service led
by worship group, 10.30am

Joint Remembrance service led by worship group

Nov 17th

Communion led by Rev.
Murray George, 10.30am

Joint service at Trinity,
6.30pm

Nov 24th

Worship led by Bob Booth, Joint service at
10.30am
Wellspring, 6.30pm

Services for beginning of December 2013
Dec 1st

First Sunday in Advent, led Joint service at URC, led
by the Worship group?
by Rev. Murray George

Dec 8th

Toy service led by Rev.
Murray George, 10.30am

Rev. Murray George and
Worship Group, 6.30pm

Dec 15th

Communion led by Rev.
Murray George, 10.30am

Carols with Rode Hall
Silver Band

Dec 22nd

Songs of Praise Carol
Service, 10.30am

Worship led by Rev. Bryan
George, 6.30pm

For some their vocation or call might be to some form of recognised
and authorised ministry within the church, ordained or lay, ministry
with a local focus, or more widely spread. But, for everyone, the call is
to live as a Christian in everyday life. What we are called to be and to do
varies, but there is a role for each of us. Whilst many people have been
answering a sense of call for years, some still can’t quite believe that
God might be calling them, whilst others struggle to determine what
they are being called to or how they should go about responding. But
the fact is that we are all called although how we respond to that call is
up to us. God calls, he invites, but he does not coerce – he just keeps on
calling until we get the message!
That he was called came as a shock to Elisha and responding to it took
him in very unexpected directions, but he received support and training
from Elijah and had the assurance that God would not ask anything of
him that he was not able to do and that God would always be with him.
We, like Elisha do not know where our response will lead us, but we can
also be assured that God will always be with us, that he will not ask us
to do what is beyond us and that there are people who can support us,
and training available to us, as we respond to a call or develop our
vocation.
Perhaps, now is the time to listen and explore that sense of call and
think about how we might respond.
Your friend and minister
Murray

October 2013
Sat 26th Oct 9am12noon

Church tidy up!!

Dia
r
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Week comWeek
One World Week
mencing 27th commencOctober
ing 27th
October

November 2013
Wed 6th Nov 7.30pm

Kingsfield Singers in aid of Help for
Heroes, The Mercian Regiment and
Church funds

Sun 10th Nov 10.30am,
6.30pm

Remembrance service led by the
worship group.

Sat 23rd Nov 1pm

Learn to sing in the chorus of ‘The
Inn Crowd’ Roger Jones musical

Sat 23rd Nov 7.30pm

Watch the performance of ‘The Inn
Crowd’ at Alsager

A Blessing by Jan Berry
May the God who is your delight and joy
bless you with life and growth,
embrace you with shelter and protection,
and dance with you along life’s way,
now and through all your days.
(from URC Prayer Handbook)

Liberating God,
When we are locked in by fear and doubt,
break through our barriers and set us free.
When we are afraid and distressed,
speak peace to our troubled minds.
When we are hesitant and untrusting,
take our doubting hands in yours.
When we are anxious and lacking in confidence,
breath the energy of your spirit into us.
Unlock the doors of our hearts and our Churches
and set us free to go out and share what we see and
know of the risen Christ.
By Jan Berry

A mother invited some people to dinner.
At the table, she turned to her 6 year old daughter
and said, ‘Would you like to say the blessing?’ I
wouldn’t know what to say,’ the girl
replied.
‘Just say what you hear Mummy say,’ the
mother answered. The daughter bowed
her head and said, ‘Lord, why on earth
did I invite all these people to dinner?’

songs and prose
from the show

Dia
r
Dat y
es

lyrics by Bill Ridgeway
arranged and conducted by Ian Pickford

Wednesday 6th November
7.3O—9.3Opm

United Reformed Church,
Antrobus Street, Congleton
Refreshments during interval

Tickets £5

Letters
Dear Friends,
We just wanted to say thank you to you all for all the
kindness showed to us both after Bob’s fall. We count
ourselves very fortunate to have so many lovely friends. The
many cards and telephone calls and offers of help were very
overwhelming. Thank you all again.
With our love,
Chris and Bob
- - - - - - -

On behalf of the social committee I would like to thank Bob
Booth and Ron Cook for their help at the Barbecue; Rev
Murray for the assembly of the gazebo (which he kindly
supported all afternoon); Robin who shed lots of tears peeling
onions; and a big thanks to all who came along to support .It
was so nice to see our friends from the URC in Alsager.
Many thanks Marion
- - - - - - -

Purchased from the Mercian shop in Capital Walk,
or contact Rev. Murray on O126O 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com,
or Linda on O126O 4O8834

All profits split between
The Mercian Regiment,
Help for Heroes
and the work of the Church

Dear Friends,
I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, first with
losing mum and then Pat and Trevor so close to each other.
Also continued prayer for dad who is doing well in the care
home.
Thank you all, and God bless,
Linda

A date for your diaries

A musical in A day come and sing – come and enjoy !!
We are presenting the Roger Jones Christmas musical
The Inn Crowd
at St Mary’s Church, Crewe Road, Alsager, on Saturday 23rd
November 2013 at 7.30pm
Want to take part in the chorus ?
Then come along from 1pm on the day for lunch. We then spend all
afternoon learning the songs under the expert direction of Annie
Routley and her team. After tea we perform the musical at 7.30pm.
There will be a modest charge for chorus members to cover Annie’s
costs etc : £5 adults ; children and young people, free of charge.
Everyone welcome including children… you don’t have to be songbirds to take part ! Annie leads these sessions on a regular basis and
it works… and it’s great fun! Members of our local Can’t Sing choirs
are especially welcome.
Want to be in the audience ?
Do come and bring your friends – it will be a lovely atmosphere –
people who have been to these events before have really loved it, so
do come! Adults £5, children free.
Further details later : but do let Bernard or Sheila Moss know
now if you would like to take part.
Tel : 01270- 882238 or email : b.r.moss @staffs.ac.uk

If you would like to take part in this Christmas
musical, or are interested in finding out more,
why not drop in to see us on one of the
following dates just for an hour or so
Sunday 20th October 2.30pm
Sunday 17th November 2.30pm
We will be listening to the CD and
having a gentle sing through some of the songs.
It is easy to learn and everyone can join in

Bernard and Sheila Moss 01270- 882238

Remembrance Service
November 10th
The worship Group have been making arrangements
for the services on Remembrance Sunday, 10 th
November.
The Morning Service will take the traditional form.
We are hoping that the Evening Service will contain
five-minute war-time memories that people would
like to share with us. These memories may be spoken
or written to be read by someone else.
Perhaps you have a memory, funny or serious. If so
please come and share it with us.
Please notify any contributions to either Carol Booth
or Jean Vale.

From the first Church Vision Meeting
On Monday 9th September a group of about 20 gathered in
the hall to begin a conversation (which is open to the whole
church family) about what we feel God’s vision for our
church is.
We sat in small groups around tables with a number of
blank sheets of paper in front of us.
We began by hearing these words from chapter 4 of Pauls
letter to the church in Philippi
Celebrate God all day, every day. I mean, revel in him! Make
it as clear as you can to all you meet that you’re on their side,
working with them and not against them. Help them see that
the Master is about to arrive. He could show up any minute!
Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let petitions
and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting God
know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of God’s
wholeness, everything coming together for good, will come
and settle you down. It’s wonderful what happens when
Christ displaces worry at the centre of your life.
Realising that we are at the beginning of a journey, unsure
of where the road ahead will take us we asked three
questions. These are on the next page with a summary of
our answers. What would your answers be?
Please pray about this journey and place before God what
you are excited and nervous about as well as prayerfully
reflect on Your sense of vision for the church. Look out for
information about the next special meeting (which will be
held on a different day in the hope that more people can
come and get involved!)

Nigel Adkinson
Nigel spent his teenage years and early twenties in this church
and used to play the organ for us. He went on to work for the
National Children’s Homes and then for an adoption agency.
For the last three years he has been training for the URC
ministry, following recommendation by Christ Church, Port
Sunlight, where he was church secretary for many years.
His sister Susan is married to Revd Robert Shallcross, who was
the first summer student we had from Northern College and
now ministers to three churches around Crosby.
Nigel’s ordination and induction to the pastorate of Radcliffe,
Farnworth and Stand just north of Manchester will take place
on 4th January 2014 at 1.30 pm at Stand URC. Please would
anyone who would like to go to this event give names to
Barbara Farrington no later than 24th November.

Prayer Chain
I am looking at re-doing the prayer chain. Please could everyone who wants to be part of the chain give me their name
and phone number on a piece of paper and I will start a new
list. If I don’t hear from you, I will assume you no longer are
able to offer your help and automatically take you off the old
list. (The list at present is very outdated, so I feel it is easier to
just start afresh).
Please get names to me by 30th November.
Many thanks,
Linda Copestick O126O 4O8834

Dear friends,
I would like to invite you to our annual All Souls Service at
7pm on Friday 1st November 2013.
It will be a reflective service in which we will remember
and celebrate the lives of loved ones who have passed away.
As part of the service, an Act of Remembrance will take
place. This will take the form of a roll call of names. If you
wish, the names of your loved ones can be read out and tea
light candles lit in their memory.
If you are able to come, you will be invited to light a
candle yourself. However, if you are unable to come and would
still like your relative’s or friend’s name read out and/or a
candle lit in their memory, a member of the worship group will
be happy to do this on your behalf.
If you wish loved ones to be remembered, please fill in
the form on the table at the entrance to the worship area or
alternatively let Murray or one of the elders know the names of
anyone you would like us to include so that the roll call can be
compiled and preparations made. Please also let us know if you
are unable to come but would like someone to light a candle on
your behalf.
You are welcome to stay for refreshments and a chat
after the service. We hope you and your family/friends will be
able to join us.
With God’s blessing, Murray

What are we excited about?
To be on the Journey with the chance to dream and make some come true.
A chance to explore new ways of being church.
The hope that people may come closer to God.
The thought of the church being FULL of people who want to be there.
The prospect of the church being open 7 days a week and be a greater part of the
community – lots of uses.
Children feeling they belong to the church family – and have their say – as full and
valued members.
The prospect of working toward / being awarded the child friendly award.
Special services and different ways to express our faith through worship.
A continuing commitment to God’s challenge.
A chance to encourage the youth.
The scope for more people and organisations to use the church.
To see the church filled with a balance of young old and those in between.
What worries or concerns us?
Where are the young people, young families – the next generation?
An ageing congregation – Burn out – Physical / emotional demands.
Fear of failure.
Income/ Finance.
Low attendance at church meeting, how do we inspire the whole church. Everyone
to have an opportunity to have their say.
Not to have change for changes sake.
That people Listen for God through each other.
That what is started will be continued.
Too many changes may alienate older, more traditional members.
Not afraid of change, but tradition is important, fellowship is more essential than
seats.
What vision/s do we have?
For our church to be filled with people, young and old, all worshipping God and for
us to spread the message of God’s wonderful love for us.
Pastoral Care showing a true Christian approach, provide a listening ear.
To be more relevant in our community.
The church has the space and capacity to offer a wider range of activities and
assistance in the community – see all the empty spaces being used.
To provide a safe meeting place for those who need it.
For the church to have a higher social function providing food, social support,
develop more children’s groups / employ a youth worker or outreach worker.
For the church to be a central point with someone/people based here with a
computer/phone to liaise and co-ordinate wider work.
To give & share Christmas lunch with people who will be alone on Christmas day.
More interaction with users of the building
More interaction with other churches in the town - away with competition

CONGLETON STREET PASTORS
Are you keen to support the Street Pastors Project? If so, you may be
interested in the vacancy of ………

CO-ORDINATOR
Voluntary in the early stages but could become remunerative. It is
anticipated this could be around 4 hours a week. During the early months
of the project set-up, a few hours a week would help (on a voluntary
basis). Remuneration would depend on successful application for
grants – some funds are available for this purpose.
Responsibilities

Responsible to the Management Committee and attend meetings.

Be the point of contact for Ascension Trust (the national body),
Street Pastors, Police and Local Authority.

Attend Ascension Trust conferences from time to time and a
Co-ordinators training course.

Help with fundraising and grant applications.

Organise and maintain Street Pastors patrol rota and Prayer Support
Group rotas.

Compile regular reports for Ascension Trust, Police and weekly
prayer points for Churches.

Other weekly activities and special projects that help with the
running and development of Congleton Street Pastors.

Further details are available from
Rev Andrew Lindley by phone on 07538 486641
Or by e-mail on revandrew1@hotmail.co.uk

