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Dear friends,
Time is one of the most precious gifts of life God gives us and yet we always seem
to have too little of it. I was saying to one of my clerical colleagues earlier today how I
could do with a few more hours in the day. Life can be so hectic, and the list of things to
be done each day always appears to grow rather than shrink. It can sometimes be
tempting to make the completion of the list the over-riding priority of the day. However;
doing this inevitably means missing opportunities to develop in our relationships with
others.
Unfortunately, in our ‘efficient’, bustling, materialistic culture, people appear to have
less and less time to devote to spending time with each other. The emphasis is for time
to be used to ‘do’ or ‘achieve’ things and when time is not being spent productively
doing something, there is a tendency toward feeling guilt. Perhaps this is because success
is all too often measured by actions and outcomes rather than through developing
relationships. How wrong this is. Relationships are all important.
I think we are open to similar temptations when we explore ways of fostering and
sharing our faith. There is a temptation to measure our success as Christians by ‘the
number of bums we have on our seats’, the more there are, the better Christians we
must be. And so we rush out and organise a big event in a football stadium, or we invest
in the latest technology; of course, new technology has its place in worship when it is
appropriate, big events can be very useful in attracting people’s attention and new or
fresh expressions of Church should always be explored and developed. But in the end
faith is built on relationships between God and people and people with each other. After
all that is why God came to earth, because he loved the world and was so desperate to
develop the divine-human covenant relationship.
So I was very interested to hear of a group of nuns who took a vow not to talk about
their faith to a person until that person first asked them why they had come to work in
their community. This idea may well surprise and disappoint some Christians who are
understandably bursting to share the Good News, but the more I thought about the
idea, the more I appreciated it. Their vow was based on the idea that it can be more
effective talking about faith with somebody once they have noticed that your lifestyle is
significantly different from their own and want to know why. So the nuns’ priority was
to spend time with people and grow and nurture relationships. They would use the time
they had waiting for people to notice their different approach to life, to listen and learn
about the people they had come alongside, trying their best to understand the other
person’s needs, hopes and dreams. The belief – which I have a deal of sympathy with –
is that a person’s faith becomes more relevant to others when those other people see us
‘living faith’ before they hear people ‘speak faith’. It requires people of faith – whatever
faith – to be prepared to come alongside others, listen and take time to develop
relationships before sharing what is important to them as people of faith.
The writer of Ecclesiastes says that there is a time for silence and a time for speech
(chapter 3:7). The more these two things are balanced in our living, the more
understanding and discerning people can become in their witness and receive more
through developing relationships with those around. Jesus in his ministry always found
time to come alongside people, listen to them, know them and then truly reach out to

them. As members of his Spirit led Body on Earth today, may we take the time
necessary to do the same, in his name and for his sake.
God bless you and the relationships you nurture and build these coming months.
Your friend and minister
Murray
Looking back through old copies of the Alsager Messenger, Graham Dawber sometimes
wrote about the origins of some well-loved hymns. Although this is not informative as
Graham's wise words were, I thought it may make us smile:
Dentist’s Hymn

Crown Him with many crowns

Weather Man’s Hymn

There shall be showers of blessings

Contractor’s Hymn

The church is one foundation

Tailor’s Hymn

Holy, Holy, Holy

Golfer’s Hymn

There is a green hill far away

Politician’s Hymn

Standing on the promises

Optometrist’s Hymn

Open my eyes that I might see

Electrician’s Hymn

Send the light

Doctor’s Hymn

The great physician

The gossip’s Hymn

Pass it on

The shopper’s Hymn

Sweet by and by

AND for those who speed on the roads, here are a few more:
45 mph
65 mph
85 mph
95 mph
100 mph

God will take care of you
Nearer my God to thee
The world is not my home
Lord I’m coming home
Precious memories

Lord, give me a sense of humour, give me the grace to see a joke
To get some humour out of life, and pass it on to other folk!
Melanie Edwards

PRAYER PAGE:
During Eastertide (i.e. the period from Easter to Pentecost) I have been
following a series of Daily Devotions supplied online by the URC NW Synod.
The item for April 24 seemed to be particularly meaningful to today’s Church.
I reproduce it below.
BIBLE READING: The apostles and the other believers throughout Judea
heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. When Peter went
to Jerusalem, those who were in favour of circumcising Gentiles criticised
him, saying, "You were a guest in the home of uncircumcised Gentiles, and
you even ate with them!" So Peter gave them a complete account of what
had happened from the very beginning: "While I was praying in the city of
Joppa, I had a vision. I saw something coming down that looked like a large
sheet being lowered by its four corners from heaven, and it stopped next to
me. I looked closely inside and saw domesticated and wild animals, reptiles,
and wild birds. Then I heard a voice saying to me, 'Get up, Peter; kill and
eat!' But I said, 'Certainly not, Lord! No ritually unclean or defiled food has
ever entered my mouth.' The voice spoke again from heaven, 'Do not
consider anything unclean that God has declared clean.' (Acts 11:1-9 GNB)
REFLECTION (by Alan Yates is the Elder Moderator-Elect of General
Assembly): The story of humankind seems to be one of endlessly defining
others as friend or foe. Sometimes it is very purposeful and reasoned, and
some is instinctive, but always we are left with the choice: is the stranger for
us or against us? There are a number of passages in the Bible which aim to
help us provide a more Christ-centred answer to these questions. 'Do not
consider anything unclean that God has declared clean,’ we are told through
Peter's dream. While the dream considers animals, God's exhortation is
much more universal. Once we understand we are all made in the image and
likeness of God we also recognise that we cannot consider any of our fellow
human beings as 'unclean'? I suggest you leave the judging to God.
Perhaps we should also expect God to surprise us more with the unexpected
truth, just as he did with Peter.
PRAYER: Lord, I pray that you will give me
the grace to not judge anyone unclean,
the heart to love all your children
and the humility to ask for forgiveness when I fail.
Amen.
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:
Wed June 15
2.00-400 Stop! in the name of God time. (A quiet
afternoon in Church. Stay for as long or as little as you like. Quiet reflective
music will be played and a sheet with devotional thoughts will be available.)

Alsager Coffee and Chat

Why not come along and bring a friend on the 1st Saturday of the month.
Enjoy great company and service, wonderful refreshments and a charity stall
So come and enjoy!

Your hosts will be
June
July
August

Tom and Janet Beamon

Come and be fed
in
Body, Mind and Spirit
at

Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
Midday
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40pm
June 21st
July 19th
There is no service in August

T SHIRT FOR CONGLETON CARNIVAL
T shirts for Christians to wear in the Carnival procession will be made by Fruit
of the Loom and printed by Booth and Son. There is a charge of £4 per t-shirt
for children’s sizes and £5 for adults.
You can order any of the following sizes using the Order Form at the back of the
Church:
Children’s 2-3, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, 9-11, 12-13; Adults S, M, L, XL,XXL
Mandy Martin (01260 275574) will deliver each church’s order to the
nominated address and collect payment in the form of cash or a cheque
made out to New Life Church.
The last date for orders to be received is Monday 11th July for delivery on
Friday 15th July but orders received by Monday 27th June will be delivered on
Saturday 2nd July in time to be given out on Sunday.
Below is an edited article written by a student journalist who interviewed Rev. Murray and wrote this
article as part of a course assignment. Lucy is training at Newcastle University. Since this article was
written there have been many developments and so some of the details have changed, but it captures an
important point in the church’s life and reflects the vision of the church really well. We are grateful we
could help and wish her every success in the course and chosen career. Murray
Homeless plans for Congleton United Reformed Church

by Lucy Tallen

It's not the first place you'd think of as a place to rest your head, but Congleton United
Reformed Church is warm, comfortable, and most importantly, available.
Reverend Murray is the minister here and he and the Elders want to open the door to
help thy neighbour. The church has space in abundance that certainly isn't used overnight.
The large foyer area and other rooms in the church could be developed into spaces
where help and training could be offered. More ideas include providing bathing facilities,
clothes and a bed for emergency drop-in cases. As well, offering support in applying for
benefits and getting into work, and essential starter packs for those trying to set up a
new home.
Reverend Murray explains: “We’ve got a lot of very good, helpful people here with a lot
of skills. But we don’t always know what the problems are so it’s about understanding in
the first place. A lot of homeless people are homeless through no fault of their own and
are wanting to do good”.

“The homeless problem in this area is invisible. Partly because people don't like to see
it”. There is clearly a place needed for homeless refuge in Congleton.
According to the charity Shelter, the nearest emergency hostel available for any homeless
person in the area is in Stoke-on-Trent, almost fourteen miles away.
Another problem is that to actually register yourself as homeless to receive help, you
must travel to Macclesfield. For someone in this situation, travelling further
afield just isn't an option.
The Cheshire East Homeless Strategy (2014 - 2017) says that the main reasons for
homelessness tend to be parental eviction and mortgage or rent arrears. It also says that
there has been an increase in the number of lone males being registered homeless.
However, the strategy seems reluctant to acknowledge a problem: “The number of applications has risen in 2011/12 and 2012/13 compared to 2010/11 but not significantly
and does not appear to be reaching the levels of 2009/10 when there were 203 presentations”.
Although the report claims that figures are not as high as they have been in the past, the
increase states that there is still an existing problem.
It is thought that long term church development could eventually cost around £500,000.
But the church is aiming to team up with local charities and work together to fund the
project and supply personnel.
The aim is to make the church more accessible as a source of help for all sorts of people
in need: “We want to show that we’re doing these things just because we care. Not for
any other reason than that”.
Meeting a homeless person and hearing his story inspired the congregation at Congleton
United Reformed Church and they have continued welcoming the homeless ever since.
In this particular case, a young person arrived at the church seeking help because they'd
been living in a tent for around four years. Like many in their situation they had been
unable to find housing because they had a dog, a loyal companion who they refused to
give up.
The dog has been kept well fed, and the young person listened to, given hot meals and
helped to apply for benefits. Luckily this story caught the attention of MP Fiona Bruce,
who helped in finally finding this man a home.
Local councillor George Hayes is also keen to register his support for the new service
offered by the church: “As a Christian in politics I believe that the church has an important role to play in helping to provide for some of our most vulnerable people in
society”.

“I firmly believe that it reinforces the message that Congleton is that small town with a
big heart, and I wish the United Reformed every success”.
Planning for Christmas
We are hoping to produce a Christmas Tree and Flowers Festival at Congleton. This
will require flower arrangers so, if you are skilled in this craft, do come along to our
planning meeting and find out more.
We want anyone who is keen to be involved to come along. You do not have to be a
flower arranger as there will be other decorations to make and trees to dress, etc.
We are holding our first meeting on Thursday, 22nd September at 7.30 p.m. at the church.
If you are unable to come but want to be involved, please let me know so that I can tell
you about future meetings.
Joan Browne
Alsager and Congleton Prayer Chains.
Please remember that if you wish to add someone’s name to the prayer chain you can
contact
Alsager:
Melanie Edwards Tel: 07920 111891
Congleton:
Linda Copestick Tel: 01260 408834
They will then pass the name along that respective Prayer Chain.
All requests are treated confidentially

There is an electronic version of this magazine available!
Do you receive a paper copy of The Link at present ? If so and you have a computer and
email address would you consider receiving The Link electronically?
We are exploring ways to cut down printing costs for both churches.
A number of people already choose to receive the magazine in this way because it suits
many of them.
If you would like to try this way of reading The Link please speak to Murray and we
would set up a trial where you would receive a paper and electronic edition to see which
you preferred. You could then choose to remain with the electronic version (which often
reaches people quicker than the paper version) or the paper version if you prefer it.

Prayers from Alsager by Melanie Edwards
Almighty God, as we celebrate the receiving of the Holy Spirit by the disciples, we ask
that we can know the Holy Spirit too. If we cannot feel this wind in the same way as the
disciples, bring us the fruits of the Spirit in other ways.
We pray for those in our church community who are in need of our prayers at this time.
Amy Coe, Jan Wood, Ken Heaton, Joan Heaton, Eileen Skyner, Mike Skyner, Gilbert
Band, Graham and Audrey Dawber, Margaret Hammond, Stephen, Jeanne and Alan, Jan
Wood, Don Hammond, Nan Owe and Glyn, Beryl Yarwell, Olive Lear, Norma Barnes,
Pat Averill, Anne and Beverley Hargreaves, Doreen Baker, Sidney and Marion Shufflebotham.
Changing and changeless God,
help us to understand death, not fear it.
In celebrating those who have gone before,
may we see into the mystery you have in store.
Nancy Hartshorne
The sister of Sheila Lowe
Lord, let the miracle of birth be a beacon of hope.
Bring to us an awareness of the potential of the new
in the transformation that is the creation of life.
Let us reflect on what birth can mean to us,
to mothers, to fathers, to you.
Jamie Thomson, born on 10 May 2016 to Michelle and Sean Thomson, grandson for
Jenny and Phil Kessey and great grandson for Harry Rigby
Heavenly Father; who leads us and follows us,
watch over people who travel as they set off with excitement and expectation.
You are with us in our planning and in our preparation.
We remember Bob and Ria who have travelled back to South Africa and those who
travel to holiday destinations in the coming months.
Lord God,
Be in our words as we talk to each other.
Be in our hearts as we care for one another.
Be in our eyes as we seek to understand others.
Be in our imagination as we catch a glimpse of your vision.
Be in our joy as we see growth and development with other churches
in Alsager and Congleton.
Be in our networks of faith as we try to be good disciples.
Be with us, without end.
Amen

Congleton Bible Week
Rev Derek Tidball- Guest Speaker at Congleton Bible Week
which takes place from 12th to 18th June 2016
(In association with Keswick Convention)
Rev Derek Tidball is a Baptist Minister who was the Principal of the London Bible
College (now London School of Theology). He was awarded a PhD. by Keele University
in 1981. He has served as President of the Baptist Union and the Chairman of
Evangelical Alliance.
The theme for Congleton Bible Week is “Grow in Grace” and Derek will be speaking
on the following evenings: Sunday 12th June- 6-30pm at Wellspring Methodist Church, Canal Road, CW12 3AP: 2 Peter Chapter 1 verses 1-11 “Make every effort”
Monday 13th June- 7-30pm at St. Peter’s Church, Chapel Street, CW12 4HE: 2 Peter Chapter 2 verses 1-22 “Springs without water”
Tuesday 14th June- 7-30pm at Pentecostal Church, Cross Street, CW12 1HQ: 2 Peter Chapter 3 verse 18 “Speed His coming”
Derek will also be speaking at a fellowship meeting at Cross Street Pentecostal Church
on Tuesday afternoon (14th June) at
1-30pm to which everyone is invited.
On Friday 17th June from 7-30pm until 9-00pm there will be a Bible Week special for
young people at the New Life Church,
West Road (A34), CW12 4EU
Phone for details to 01260-297961.
On Saturday 18th June there will be a breakfast at the United Reformed Church in
Antrobus Street CW12 1HF from 8-30am. There will be a speaker from the Gideons
International, who distribute Bibles in schools, hospitals, hotels and prisons.
Booking for the breakfast is required, please ring 01260-273772 to assist with the
catering.
All are warmly welcome to any or all of the above events. There is no charge for
admission to the meetings and for further information please phone 01260-289373 or
07717-853390.

Alsager Pre Teens Coffee and Chat Extra fundraiser
On Saturday 7th May Alsager Pre Teens ably supported by a number of church members
hosted an extra special Coffee and Chat event to raise funds for the Church. A third of
all proceeds going to support the current work of the church and two thirds toward the
future development of the roof and buildings. There were cake, book, toy, CD and Brica-brac stalls, Refreshments, a raffle and games for the young at heart!
The weather was fine and that helped bring people out for a great social and fundraising
event. On the day £303.00 was raised with the total continuing to rise as further
donations came in.
At Pre Teens on Thursday 12th the children enjoyed seeing the total on the Roof-OMeter go up to over £400.00. This ceremony was watched by Barbara Elis, chair of the
Synod Youth and Children’s Committee, and Malcolm Evans, the Synod Children and
Youth development officer who were visiting: both were extremely impressed with Pre
Teens and their fund raising efforts!
Thanks to Lynne and Philip and all involved in organising and taking part in what is the
first of a number of fundraising social events being planned.
The next is the Accordion Concert and Tea on June 25th. We look forward to seeing
you there.

Congleton URC says “Thankyou” to Alan and Rae Bowers as they step down as
Treasurer and Gift Aid Secretary

At its Annual General Meeting on the 17th April Congleton URC church meeting
expressed its heartfelt thanks to Alan Bowers as he stepped down from his second stint
as Treasurer. In all he has served as treasurer for 23 years over two terms. In recent years
jointly with Muriel Fraser who continues to serve, now alongside Adrian Brown who
was appointed by the Church meeting to replace Alan as he steps down.
Alan was beaten in terms of length of service by his wife, Rae who steps down just after
completing 25 years continuous service as Church Gift Aid Secretary. Her role is being
taken up by Robin Hughes who was officially appointed at meeting although there is a
three months transition period where they will continue to work together until Robin
takes over completely in June.
Unfortunately Rae was unable to be with us in person in April so Alan represented them
both as he accepted the gifts of flowers, a framed photograph of the church and a gift
token from Rev. Murray.
On a recent visit to Holland, Marion McGuiness and Margaret Bourner visited a church
and were greeted with these words of welcome…
Dear visitors,
welcome in this church.
Your real Host is the Lord.
Light and strength forever.
So stay a while at the Fountain of Life
and may the Lord refresh you.

The following people are known to be celebrating their birthdays during the next two
months
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL!
******************
June
July
st
th
1
Gordon Stockton
5 Graham Dawber
nd
2
Jan Wood
11th Doreen Baker
Coral Sibery
12th Elsie Georgeson
9th Gwen Pask
15th Ken Heaton
15th Nan Owen
Rev. Murray George
nd
st
22 Joy Stockton
21 David Keeling
If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
one of the Elders. We don’t need the age, just the date!

ALSAGER URC SPIRITUALITY CALENDAR 2016:
Wed June 15 2.00-4.00

Stop! in the name of God Time

Sat Sept 17 10.00-4.00

Quiet Day at Croft Meadows Farm

Fri Nov 11
Wed Dec 21

10.00-12.00 Armistice Day Vigil

2.00-TBA

Too Busy to Stop Time

One of our regular contributors from Alsager, Pat Averill, is always on the lookout for
interesting and inspirational sayings. Here is her latest offering I hope it make you
HAPPY…
An act to make ANOTHER happy, INSPIRES the other to make still another happy,
and so HAPPINESS is AROUSED and ABOUNDS.
THOUSANDS of candles can be LIGHTED from a SINGLE CANDLE, and the
LIFE of the single candle will not be SHORTENED. Happiness NEVER
DECREASES by BEING SHARED!

When Elizabeth, an estate agent, visits
an old lady to discuss the sale of her
house, little does she realise what
positive effect the 'War Room', where
the lady prays, will have on her abusive
and philandering husband and the
unity of her family.
The film was released in 2015 and was
a box office success in American
cinemas.

Showing on Saturday June 11th at 7 p.m.

Congleton URC &
Listen Out Loud Foundation
Working for the Future
Emmaus Centre Open Day
Saturday 25th. June 10 ~ 2
(Armed Forces Day)
Come and see how ‘Listen out Loud' and
Congleton URC together with other local
charities are working together to improve the
lives of ex-servicemen and the less fortunate
in our community.
Stalls ~ Exhibits ~ Refreshments
Come along to meet and talk with
representatives from Church and
Charities

Congleton Choral Society
in association with
Congleton URC

Come and Sing

messiah

Saturday September 10th.

CHURCHES WITH SOMETHING SPECIAL …
….and your children shall say unto you, “What mean these stones?”
This is the final instalment from a short series of reflections by Christine Roche from Alsager. Christine
reflects on her visits to different churches and the impression they made upon her.
4. LLANRWCHWYN CHURCH, CONWY VALLEY.
Again this was on a short U3A walking holiday this year, in early May, only 3-4 days. On
the second day we walked up into the hills to Llyn Crafnant, saw the monument to
Taliesin, walked through woodland, over moorland, enjoyed the spring green of the trees
and the spring flowers, went through fields of sheep and lambs and came to an old stone
church with a sign “Historic Church.” It was also shown on the map as Historic Church.
The churchyard was to be our lunch stop, with plenty of time to look round the church,
which was open, too.
On the site where Rhwchwyn established his church in the 6th century, the oldest part
of the present church is from the eleventh century and some of it from the twelfth. It is
claimed to be the oldest church in Wales and has the oldest known font in Britain. It is a
mile and a half uphill from the valley.
Built of grey stone, sheltered by yew trees, it was simple and beautiful. I don’t think
there is any electricity; the church is only used now for daytime services. There was a
slate flagged floor and small windows, some of stained glass. The doorway was low.
There was a great feeling of age, of people worshipping here for centuries. The strongest
feeling was of history, of names from history – this was where Llewellyn the Great and
his wife Joan had worshipped, people from the distant past who, like us, met in church
to worship God.

ALSAGER THURSDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP AFTERNOON
CONCERT at ALSAGER URC

As we continue our fundraising efforts for the “Roof'o'meter Appeal” an event featuring
the ever popular North Staffs Accordion Band will take place on Saturday 25th June
2016 starting at 2pm.
Appearing on the same bill is local ukelele player and vocalist Gareth Sumner, with
magician Phil Eardley as your host.
There will also be a sing-a-long during the afternoon and a cream tea served in the
interval. Just think, all this for just $5.00 so please put this date in your diary now and
when tickets are available in early June ring 01270-877861 to reserve your seats.
THUR SDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP
What a lovely surprise there was for the members when they arrived for the meeting on
April 14th to be told that due to illness a change in the programme had to be made, so
Lynne drew the short straw and was the speaker for the afternoon.
She took for her topic an update of Hope House Children´s Respite Hospice which this
year celebrates its 21st Birthday since opening its doors to children and families.
Lynne related her memories of visiting the field to be used as the building plot, the
laying of the foundation stone and making friends with staff and families that use the

incredible facilities available.
She was also able to recall emotional and sensitive conversations with parents whose
child was about to “go to sleep” and spend time in the Snowflake Suite. Mum to the
little boy came from Meir in Stoke-on-Trent and it was easy to make a connection and
she asked Lynne to sit with her for quite a while.
Coming bang up to date she told us of the rebranding that was taking place.
So, its goodbye to the old red house logo and in with a multi-coloured design.
Thanks Lynne for stepping in at the last minute.
For the second meeting in April we extended a warm welcome to the new Vicar of St
Mary´s Church, Reverend Jayne Shepherd who spoke about her early life and her
amazing journey with Christ that brought her eventually to Alsager.
We thanked Rev Jayne for spending her time and sharing her faith with us and invited
her to return again in future.
Our 45th Anniversary Service on May 12th was held in church with Philip asking the
question, “What can you remember about 1971?” - to which there were many replies
such as:•
the introduction of decimalisation
•
Margaret Thatcher stopped school milk for the over 7s
•
emails and floppy disks coming into the UK
and then he reminded the members that 1971 was the year the TAF was started by Rev.
Rosemary Hartley with a committee of 5 and charging its members 3p per meeting.
We sang four hymns, remembered friends and family in our prayers and as usual took
the offertory which was given to Christian Aid.
Val Atkinson was then introduced as the guest speaker and we heard of her time
growing up in Lancashire and the part time jobs she had which influenced her choice of
career in the nursing profession in towns and cities around the country. She also gave us
an insight into her hobbies and interests of which she had so many.
Remaining meetings
June 9th - Trip to the White Church (sorry but fully booked)
23rd Bev Boulton
July 14th Garden Party/Afternoon Tea
Closed for Summer Recess until September.
Alsager Pre – Teens
Puppets! Who had the bright idea of having puppets? They can be such a noisy activity!!
Well, just to say that they are loved by all ages at the club and even when we´ve had a
traditional Party Games evening, with musical chairs, jumping the puddles etc., games
which use lots of energy, the children still find another spurt of gusto to sing and
perform with them, after they´ve had refreshments.
Our temporary theatre front is clamped to a small table (borrowed from Congleton I
think?!) and the older children are able to operate the larger puppets quite easily. Some
younger children however are still struggling to operate the puppets, trying their best to

keep them upright as well as singing or speaking with them. It is amazing though just
how many puppets seem to giggle a lot and the puppeteers wobble unsteadily at the
same time causing loud laughter from the audience.
I´m not sure when a performance will be ready for public viewing but young Alfie seems
to have seriously taken to staging a show! During one evening he used A4 sheets of
white paper to draw and colour a back cloth, make a treasure map and other items ready
for his one man show which he performed at the end of the evening. He was totally
focussed and held his audience, including Murray and two visitors from Synod. Alfie is a
natural puppeteer and it has shown a usually shy youngster just what he can achieve.
Yes, puppets cause disagreements about who, what, I want etc. and yes, it causes lots of
loud noise, BUT the pleasure that it´s brought to the club is tremendous.
Some of the puppets (the large ones) were sponsored by our friends from the Alsager
Rotary Club for which we are very grateful.
Towards the end of the evening a great success was applauded when the children moved
the arrow on their “roof-o-meter” following their Coffee and Chat Extra on Saturday 7th
May when over $300 was raised and other activities have brought the arrow to over
$400! Well done everyone.
ALSAGER UNITED PLAYGROUP - Mums and Under 5´s
It is lovely to hear and see the children playing in the church hall, enjoying the wide
variety of toys, some just for play and others testing their little minds as they try to put
the blocks into the correct hole or match up the pieces of a jigsaw.
There is always a ´messy ´play area too and we´ve all seen some of the art work
displayed on the noticeboards at the far end of the room.
The selection of toys is so plentiful now that it is possible to ring the changes so that it
never gets boring!
New friendships have sprung up not only for the children but also the Mums, who enjoy
tea and coffee and a natter while they´re watching what the children are up to.
Snacks are always on offer for the children and when the smell of hot toast starts
wafting through the room it´s not only the youngsters who enjoy a slice!
With patience Lauren and Kayleigh now have a lovely, lively crowd coming on a regular
basis and we congratulate them for their hard work, perseverance and as some of the
mums have remarked, “It´s good to find somewhere central in the town to take the
children to from 1pm until 2.30pm which makes it just right for picking up other
children from school or just wander home in time for tea.”
When the session is coming to a close, everyone sits on the floor in a circle and have a
´choose and sing´ time which all enjoy very much.
Lauren, Kayleigh and Leona offer everyone a warm welcome and we thank them for
their sterling efforts.
Every Monday during term time from 1pm to 2.30 and all for $1.50!

Congleton Church on Tuesday
Café – Lunchtime Worship – Chat & Make
A warm welcome, friendship and fellowship,
sustenance for body mind and spirit,
craft and conversation
Join us weekly between 10.00am and 2.30pm
Congleton URC, Antrobus Street.
Drop in to the Café:

10am -12 midday

Reflective refreshing worship:
Chat and Make:

12 – 12.30pm

12.30pm – 2.30pm

Tea, coffee and biscuits are available throughout this time

Bible Exploration at Alsager URC
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 2.30p.m.
When it comes to exploring the Bible there are no experts.
Through Bible study/exploration we are fed, nourished by God’s living
word. We all have something to learn and something to share so please come
and join us.
The Programme
Date
Subject
Leader
June 8th

Psalm 127
Rev. John
Unless the Lord builds the house

June 22nd

Peter

Rev. Murray

July 13th

Jonah

Rev. John

July 27th

1 John

Rev. Murray

August 10th

2 John

Rev. Murray

Alsager SOUP and SING …..... Soon to be Salad and Sing!
On a Monday lunchtime what better way to get the old grey matter working than
meeting like-minded friends to enjoy several topics of conversation over a light lunch set
up in the church.
At 1.30pm we leave the tables as other friends arrive and warm up with a few old songs
to get the larynx and lungs working as best they can (!) so that we can enjoy our singing.
It has been proven over the last few years that singing, particularly in a group can keep
the brain cells active longer …......well, we´ll see!!
We sing a few hymns, favourite songs and sometimes we learn new pieces, always
finishing the afternoon with a cup of tea or coffee.
On Sunday May 8th our morning Worship was led by Ian White, our musical director and
as part of his service, “Sing praises to the Lord”, we sang a variety of songs to the
congregation including the debut of a song written by himself. It was wonderful, even
though we had said that we were not performers I think that we all enjoyed it.
We are not a choir, we just enjoy our musical fellowship times together, so why not call
into church from 1.00pm on a Monday and you may feel like joining us.

Congleton URC and the
Listen Out Loud Foundation
working with the Community for the Community
A recent church meeting of Congleton URC voted to carefully begin to work together
with the Listen out Loud Foundation to develop the downstairs and rear garden area of
the church as a centre where those in need within the community may come and
receive a variety of help, support and care.
The plans include upgrading the kitchen and developing the Livingstone Room into an
Internet Café. The Garden Area to the side and rear will be fenced to enable a variety of
activities to take place in a safe environment and the Clothes Bank is already being organised and may include a charity shop.
We also plan to extend the number of lunch clubs we currently offer to a wider number
of lonely local people, providing both much needed social opportunity but also advice
and support from local government and help agencies.
A number of the local charities are also interested in helping us and taking advantage of
the facilities we offer.
How this scheme develops will also enable us to determine how best to develop the
Church buildings in the future as a centre for worship, ministry and service for the people of Congleton with the people of Congleton
The Listen out Loud Foundation was set up in October 2012 and provides housing,
counselling and work support/training to ex-servicemen and local people.
Their aims are:
To provide homeless veterans with a safe transition to civvy street.
The charity’s objects are:

 To reduce poverty, distress and suffering amongst former members of the armed
 forces and their dependants or those who are about to leave the services by:
 The provision of accommodation to those who are homeless
 The provision of counselling
 The provision of work-based training and education to those who are unemployed
 The provision of advice and guidance to assist those who are unemployed to find suitable employment
If you would like to know more about the aims of the Centre, the Listen Out Loud
Foundation or any of the other charities that are keen to get involved in this exciting
new initiative for Congleton please come along to the Open Day 10 – 2pm on the 25th
June. This date was chosen because it is Armed Forces Day The day each year when
people across the country are encouraged to show their support for the men and women
who make up the Armed Forces community: from currently serving troops to Service
families, veterans and cadets.
It seemed appropriate that as we come together to support and care for each other our
first Open day, the day we share our plans and for the community with the community
should be on such a significant day.
Hold on to Your Dreams
Many cards today, whether they be thank you, thoughtful or occasion cards contain
thought provoking poems or sentences. Grace Dines at Congleton found one recently
that really caught her attention and here it is for everyone else to reflect on.
Hold on to your dreams
Try always to remember, as you live your life each day,
to never let your dreams disappear and fly away!
Always keep them in your heart even if setbacks should arise
for, if you do so, just like magic, they will appear before your eyes!
For, the secret of making every dream come true
is in keeping them, alive and always in your view.
For, by staying focused upon them through any problems that you see,
everything you wish for will then become a reality!
So, build a stairway to the stars and step upon it every day
and very soon you’ll find those dreams will come your way
Unattributed

Date

Time

June
5th
12th
19th
19th
21st
26th

Worship dates and times
Worship Centre

Alsager
10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

July

Church Family Worship with Communion
Church Family Worship
Church Family worship
Ecumenical Evening Worship
Tuesday service and Lunch
Church Family Worship

3
10th
17th

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

Church Family Worship with Communion
Church Family Worship
Church Family Worship

19th
21st
21st
31st

6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am
10.30 am

Ecumenical Evening Worship
Tuesday service and Lunch
Church Family Worship
Church Family Worship

August

Rev. David Hamblin
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Jayne Sheppard
Rev. Murray George
Tony Pedley
Rev. Bill Farquar

Alsager
10.30 am

June

Church Family Worship with Communion

Rev. Murray George

Congleton

5th

10.30 am

All age Worship

5th
7th
12th
14th
19th
21st
26th

6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am

Ecumenical evening service @ Wellspring
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship with Baptism
Lunchtime service
Family Worship with Communion

24th
26th

6.30 pm
Midday

Taize Style Worship
Lunchtime service

July

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Bob Parker
Worship Group
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

Alsager

rd

7th

Leader

Congleton

Mr Bob Booth
Rev. Derek Balsdon
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. David Hamblin
Rev Murray George
Mr Jake Convery
Mrs Carol Booth

3rd
3rd
5th
10th
12th
17th

10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am

All age Worship
Ecumenical service at URC
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

19th

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Mrs Carol Booth

24th

10.30 am

Church Family Communion

Rev. Murray George

24th

6.30 pm

Congleton Café Praise

Rev. Murray George

26th

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George

10.30 am

Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George

31

st

August
5th
5th

Mrs Carol Booth

Congleton
10.30 am

All age Worship

6.30 pm

Ecumenical service Trinity

Rev. Derek Oldham
Rev. Derek Balsdon

Dates For your Diary
Date
June
4th
6th
7th
8th
22nd
25th

Time

June
4th
9th
11th
12th
13th
14th
18th
18th
25th

Congleton

Details

Alsager
10-12noon
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
2.30 pm
2.30 pm
2.00 pm

08.45 am
7.15 pm
7.00 pm
6.30 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm
8.30 am
10 - midday
10 – 2.00 pm

Coffee & Chat
Elders Meeting
Fabric group meeting
Bible Exploration
Bible Exploration
Accordion Concert and Tea

Day trip to Chester
Elders meeting
Film Night
Bible week at Wellspring
Bible week at St Peters
Bible week at Pentecostal Church
Bible week breakfast at Antrobus St
Monthly ‘come and sing’ followed by faith lunch
LOL/URC Emmaus Centre Open Day

25th

Brass and Organ recital with the Rode Hall Silver
Band

7.00 pm
July
2nd
11th
13th
27th
24th

Alsager

July
4th
9th
11th
16th
24th

Congleton

August
4th

Alsager

10- midday
7.30
2.30 pm
2.30 pm

7.15 pm
7.00 pm
7.30
10 - midday

10-12noon

Day

Time

Monday

1–
2.30pm

Monday

5.15 pm

3rd Mon

TBC

Tues

10 am12 noon
12noon 12.30
12.30
- 2.30
1.30 pm

Monday

Tues
Tues
Tues
2nd and 4th
Tuesdays

12.45 –
2.15

7.30 pm

Coffee & Chat
South Cheshire Forum meeting (Congleton URC)
Bible exploration
Bible exploration
Deadline day for Link Items

Elders meeting in the Vestry
Film night
South Cheshire Forum meeting (Congleton URC)
Monthly ‘come and sing’ followed by faith lunch
Deadline day for Link Items

Coffee & Chat

Regular Weekly Activities
Place
Activity

Alsager

Mums and Tots
group

Alsager

Singing Group
includes a light lunch
Congleton 1st Congleton
Rainbows

Alsager

Card Making Group

Congleton Café in foyer

Contact
Lauren 07960 879341
Kayleigh
01270 488123
Ian White or
Lynne Eardley
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Jean Cook
01260 276513

Congleton Lunchtime Worship
Congleton Chat & Make
Congleton Keep Fit for the
not-so-fit
Congleton Bible
Exploration

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Marion McGuinness
01260 281314

3rd Tues

Midday

Alsager

Midday service &
Buffet meal

Wed

10.00 am Congleton Mums and Tots

Wed

2.00 pm

Congleton Bible Study

2nd & 4th 2.30 pm
Wednesday

Alsager

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton Morning Prayer

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship

Thurs in
term time

6-7 pm

Alsager

Pre-Teens

Thurs

7.30 pm

Congleton Bible Study

3rd Thur

Midday

Congleton Lunch Club

2nd Thurs
October
1st Sat
1st Sat

2.30 pm

Alsager

2nd Sat
3rd Sat
Sat
Sat

8.30-9.30 Alsager
10am-12 Alsager
7pm
10am -

Bible
Exploration

Alsager Court
service
Morning Prayer
Coffee and Chat

Congleton Film Night
Congleton Big sing and lunch

10am -12 Congleton Café
10am
Congleton Music Practice

Starts again in
February
Christine Astil
01260 273027
Carol Booth
01260 272580

Rev. Murray
Rev. John
Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

Philip &
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip &
Lynne Eardley 01270
877861
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Ann Thornber
01260 297860

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Robin Hughes
Jake Convery
Lisa Spencer
Jean Cook
Jean Cook

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
22nd May
The next issue will cover
June - July
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information
to Murray George or leave in
the folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information
to Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of
church
Alsager URC
Website:
www.alsagerurc.org.uk

Congleton URC
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager Elders
Church Secretary
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
Melanie Edwards 01270 884267
David Keeling
01562 913146
Christine Roche
01270 764175
Chris Winskill
01270 879695
Congleton Elders
Church Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Worship Secretary
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Pastoral and fellowship Secretary
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Social Ministries Secretary
Margaret Bourner 01260 641869
Property and Finance secretary
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Joint Treasurers
Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Pauline McKeown
Lisa Spencer
Anne Thornber

01260 275947
01260 275171
01260 297860

