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Regular Weekly Activities

Letter from the Minister
Dear Friends,
What a privilege and pleasure it is that my first letter is at the
beginning of a new Christian year and that means that the Advent
season is again upon us.
As the days grow shorter and colder, our minds begin to turn towards
the brightness of Christmas day when we will gather around the crib
with Mary, Joseph, the shepherds and the wise men, to greet the new
born babe.
While we may look forward to this joyful event, it is a sad fact that
many people do not enjoy the Christmas season, finding themselves on
the outside, looking in, or simply on the outside, with Christmas and its
real meaning having very little impact on their lives.
In thinking of those who need our help at Christmas, and indeed
throughout the year, I found myself reminded of Luke’s version of the
Christmas story in which Mary and Joseph travel from their home in
Nazareth to Bethlehem. The road would have been long and arduous,
with Mary’s pregnancy far advanced, and doubt as to what the future
would hold in both their minds. When they finally arrived at Bethlehem
they did not find a warm welcome. We are not told, but it seems
there were no relatives they could stay with and they were turned
away from the inns which were already full. The only place available to
them was a cave or stable at the rear of one inn, with just the animals
for company.
The other residents of Bethlehem would have been going about their
every day lives, other travellers were safe and warm and fed within
the inn. All this would have made their lonely situation all the more
apparent. But we know what happened next. The birth of Mary’s son
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5.15pm

1st Congleton Rainbows

Pauline McKeown

6.15pm

4th Congleton Brownies

Pauline McKeown

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

1.10pm

Keep Fit in the hall

Pauline McKeown

7.30pm

Study Group

Cynthia Muncaster &
Marion McGuinness

10am

Mums and Tots in the hall

Chris Astill

1.15pm

Pilates

Chris Booth

2pm

Bible Study in the Foyer

Carol Booth

8am

Prayer Meeting

Check venue each
week

7.30pm

Study Group

Bob Booth

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

12.30-2.30

Chat and Make group in the foyer

Lisa Spencer

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

10am

Music Practice in Church

Jean Cook

God Sees Diamonds
“We believe ....
.... Every human being has a worth worth seeing
Every name is a sound worth saying
Your potential, a prayer worth praying
You see coal—God sees diamonds.
We believe in the grace of the gifts God gives
His breath in everything that lives
Greater gifts to be discovered
Deep in you disguised, dust-covered
You see coal—God sees diamonds.
We see God seeking a servant generation
Kindness as the kindling to kick-start transformation
Love as liberation of a captive creating
We are digging for the
diamonds God sees.”
Gerard Kelly

A little help needed
We are looking for one or two people to help with an
activity which takes about an hour or so once a week. If
you think you might be able to help, please speak to the
Minister or Murial Fraser.

transformed their lives, that day and for ever, and the joy they felt
was soon shared by the shepherds and announced to all creation by
the angels. The world was transformed; they were no longer in
darkness, on the outside looking in, they were at the heart of it all,
there in a stable in a small town in first-century Judea. The infant
Jesus has the power to transform the lives of many, to bring light
where there is darkness, hope where there is fear, and
companionship where there is loneliness.
There will be people we know, who may find the time leading up to
Christmas itself difficult, just as Mary and Joseph did. They may
see everyone around them putting up Christmas trees and fairy
lights, busily involved in planning for parties and buying presents,
attending carol services and Crib services, eating mince pies and
sipping sherry with friends, whilst their own lives seem to contract
in comparison, getting darker and colder as the Christmas season
approaches. These people may live next door to us, they might sit
next to us on the train to Manchester or Stoke, they may be
someone we know well or a passing acquaintance. But just as it did
for Mary and Joseph, the birth of this baby can transform the
darkest of lives and that transformation can begin in the waiting
time before Christmas, during the time of preparation.
This advent, find an opportunity to invite a friend, a colleague or
neighbour to one of the events that are taking place over the
Advent / Christmas season. The joy of Christmas, and the love of
Christmas, the best gift of all, is for all to share. All are invited, so
invite who you can, just as God invites us to come and join the
celebration of the fact that some two thousand years ago God
demonstrated just how much he loved the world and all who live in it,
by sending us his only Son, the baby Jesus.
Wishing you God’s peace and joy
throughout the season of
Advent and Christmas
Your friend and minister
Murray

December 2012
Sat 1st

10am12noon

Christmas coffee morning

Mon 3rd

7.15pm

Elder’s meeting

Sat 15th

Dia
r
Dat y
es

12 noon2pm

Charity sale, with lunch available

Sun 16th

10.30am

Nativity service

Sun 16th

7pm

Rode Hall Silver Band, carol service

Mon 24th

3pm

Crib Service

Mon 24th

9pm

Christmas Eve Communion

Tues 25th

10.30am

Short family service

January 2013

Services for December 2012
Sun 2nd

Advent Gift Service, led
by Rev. Murray, 10.30am

Worship led by Bob Booth,
6.30pm

Sun 9th

Worship led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

Worship led by Carol
Booth, 6.30pm

Sun 16th

Nativity Service led by
Rev. Murray, 10.30am

Carols led by Rode Hall
Silver Band, 7pm

Sun 23rd

Communion led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

Worship led by Bob Booth,
6.30pm

Mon 24th

Crib service led by Rev.
Murray, 3pm

Communion led by Rev.
Murray, 9pm

Tues 25th

Short service, 10.30am

Sun 30th

TBC

(no evening service)
CTC at Holy Trinity
Mossley, 6.30pm

Services for January 2013
Sun 6th

All age worship led by
Keith Jarvis, 10.30am

Joint worship at Wellspring, 6.30pm

Sun 13th

Worship led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

Joint Communion at URC
led by Rev. Murray, 6.30pm
Joint worship at Trinity,
6.30pm

Mon 7th

7.15pm

Elder’s meeting

Sun 20th

Communion led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

Tues 8th

7.15pm

Social committee meeting in foyer

Sun 27th

Worship led by Bob Booth, Worship led by Rev.
10.30am
Murray, 6.30pm

Sat 12th

4-7pm

Traditional Christmas party with
faith supper

Services for beginning of February 2013
Sun 3rd

All age worship led by Rev. Joint worship at WellBernard Moss, 10.30am
spring, 6.30pm

Prayer Warriors – A big Thank You…
(and a request)

A Christmas Prayer
How small Christmas is –
a tiny baby
in a wooden manger
in an insignificant town

Dear Friends,
Since a number of the Church Family came together in 2007 as a
group of Prayer Warriors to pray for specific areas of the Church
life and for the world and the troubles facing it, Rae Bowers has
been the group's coordinator.

How huge Christmas is –
the eternal God
in wondrous love
embraces and saves the
world

Rae has compiled and overseen the distribution of every edition of
Prayer Warriors, she has encouraged the Prayer Warriors to give
thanks to God for the gifts he has given as well as to pray for the
challenges that face Church and world.

Thanks be to God for his gift
beyond words!

The Prayer Warriors have been an integral part of the varied and
rich prayer life of the Church since its inception.
Rae feels it is time for her to step down from her role as
coordinator and the December/January edition will be the last she
publishes.
Thank you Rae for all the work you have done as Prayer Warriors
Coordinator during the last 5 years to support the prayer life of the
Church, it has been much appreciated and will be missed.

Thank you,
Murray.

Jesus, the light
came
and scattered the darkness;
a child in a manger gave hope
to a broken world.
Jesus, the light
will come
in the dawning of a new year.
The light shine in the
darkness and the darkness
has never put it out

WANTED


As Rae steps down with our gratitude, it is right to ask each of you
to prayerfully consider whether God may be calling you to serve in
a similar capacity. You may already be a Prayer Warrior, or this
may be the first time you have heard of this particular ministry.
If you would like to know more, or discuss
what might be involved in taking this ministry
forward in the future, please have a (no
strings attached) chat with Murray.

A New Year Prayer



Please save any plastic take-away
containers and lids, so we can store left
over food after social events and distribute where needed. Give to Lisa Spencer
or any social committee member.
Please donate any old hats which can be
used in a party game. Give to Lisa
Spencer or any social committee
member before January 12th.

Letters
Dear friends,
Karen and I would like to thank you all for everything you
have done to welcome us to Congleton. We would like to say a
special thank you to Barbara Farrington and all the elders, to
Marion for the delicious pies which helped us through the first
days of unpacking, to everyone for the flowers and cards
which brightened up the house and made it seem like home, to
the hardworking members of the Social Committee, and to
Ron Cook and Tony Hall who have spent so much time and
energy on the Manse (including the little mishap with a gas
pipe you may have heard about!)
Indeed, our thanks go out to all the church family for the
warmth of the welcome you have given us since we arrived at
the end of September. We have been made to feel part of the
church family of from day one and that has made the move to
our new home so much easier and we have both settled in
much quicker as a result.
I also wish to say that I have really enjoyed my first few weeks
amongst you as your minister and have great hopes for the
future. The induction service was a joyful and humbling
experience for me and a wonderful beginning, and I am
convinced that with God’s guidance and strength willing us all
on, we can go forward in worship, service and mission with
confidence. These are exciting times!
With love and confidence in Christ
your friend and minister,
Murray

Christmas Party
Saturday 12th January
4:00 – 7:00pm

Faith Supper
Congleton URC main hall
Traditional party games for all ages

Treasurer’s Notes
Harvest Appeal
A total of £180 was
raised from appeal envelopes and the
proceeds of the Harvest Supper. This has
been sent to the Cheshire Agricultural
Chaplaincy.
Christmas Appeal This year our appeal will be for the
UK homelessness charity Crisis. (We currently alternate
between causes at home and abroad.) Contributions
made in lieu of sending Christmas cards to church
friends, the Memory Tree, appeal envelopes and the
Christmas morning offertory will go to this cause. If you
wish to Gift Aid your donation, please remember to add
your details to the sheet lying near the Church Christmas
card.
Alan Bowers

I have recently had someone ask me about
Church membership, and I would like to take
this opportunity to ask if anyone else in the
Church family might be considering this step.
If you are considering becoming a member of
the Church, or are simply interested in finding
out more about the rights and responsibilities of
membership of the United Reformed Church,
then please feel free to have a word with me or
with one of the Elders.
Murray

Ladies ‘up-cycle’

Creating Changes in Communities and the Church

Raise funds and awareness for the charity
Hope for Justice

Church Related Community Work is a distinctive and recognised
ministry within the United Reformed Church and CRCWs play a vital
role in the denomination’s community involvement. URC CRCWs are
called by God, professionally and theologically trained and then
commissioned to help the church to live out its calling. They use the
principles of community development to respond to and change the
issues facing their particular neighbourhoods and communities.

Saturday 15th December
12noon – 2pm

There are currently 16 CRCWs ministering throughout the synods of
the URC. Between them, they enable churches to widen their mission
by: identifying local needs and opportunities; confronting injustice;
organising community action; developing and supporting initiatives
that improve the lives and wellbeing of local people; and
theologically reflecting upon that action.

Main hall URC Congleton
Lunch and refreshments available
Come along and grab a bargain!
Lots of good quality ladies clothes,
shoes, bags, jewellery, chick flicks and
much more
Any donations of items welcome,
please bring on the day or give to Lisa Spencer
or Anna Whitehurst

This community development process empowers local people to
organise and manage community activities on a sustainable basis.
CRCWs have been instrumental in working with; Credit Unions;
Residents’ Associations; carers’ and toddler groups; social
enterprises; women’s groups’; campaigning groups; youth groups;
health centres; community cooperatives; and many more.
CRCW ministry brings many new challenges to existing church
congregations. Engaging with the local neighbourhood opens up the
possibility of seeing and hearing God for those outside the church,
whilst allowing such Good News
to transform and enrich our own
churches and communities.
For more information contact:
crcw.admin@urc.org.uk

