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Advent, Christmas and New Year
In the gift of waiting in Darkness,
in the open-eyed receiving of mystery
in the now-ness of the present moment:
The God of wonder is here with us

Unto us a child is Born Alleluia!

December 2016- January 2017

Dear Friends,
By the time you read this, if it is not Advent already, it soon will be. Christmas is fast
approaching and many of us will be in full swing with all the preparations.
Believe it or not, countrywide people will exchange something in excess of five hundred
million presents this year. I have no idea what the average price of a present is but I
suspect that it would be close to ten pounds, so you can begin to appreciate that
Christmas is big business!
The first challenge is to decide who you are going to give presents to. This isn’t always
easy and sometimes you have to make difficult choices, particularly if money is tight as it
so often is these days. Some families agree to only give to the children but when do we
stop being children and how often will someone weaken?
Having drawn up your list of people to buy for you have to decide what you are going to
buy them before you are faced with doing the actual shopping.
Now those who have access to the internet may well choose to ‘shop on-line’ thus
avoiding all the parking and crowd congestion. Often such presents also come ready giftwrapped which saves joyous hours fighting with unruly paper and tape.
Many people may have been organised enough to have been steadily buying and storing
presents throughout the year, hoping that the person concerned does not in the mean
time go out and buy the thing for themselves..
Many people however don’t get around to the shops until later in the month, either
because they are disorganised or because they have to wait for the December pay cheque
before they can afford to.
Eventually, the gifts are brought, wrapped and on the big day, given.
The presents are unwrapped and you get that nice warm feeling when you see the
presents that you so lovingly chose be opened, inspected and then put to one side. It is
only at this point that you can see whether you got it right or not.
God knows everyone but rather than try to provide separate gifts for us all he chose to
one gift for everyone.
Of course he didn’t go shopping for it, but still the cost of it is incalculable, one gift that
truly is beyond price!
He arranged for the gift to be delivered ‘in person’ by Mary and even though we might
think it was delivered in less than ideal circumstances it was well wrapped in swaddling
clothes.
Now as with all presents some people accepted it with open arms and found that in
doing so their lives were changed completely. Others put it to one side; they picked it up
occasionally but all too quickly put it down again without really accepting it or realising
what a unique and wonderful gift it was. Still others decided that the present wasn’t
really for them; it didn’t do what they wanted it to do or came with too many strings
attached. Some even hated the present so much that they tried to destroy it. But soon
they found that they could not do that, God’s present does not go away, it isn’t just for
Christmas but for life!
What is the present? Jesus Christ of course, the best gift that anyone could give or
receive! So why not share the good news about God’s gift with someone you know this
Christmas. Give them a chance to discover what a wonderful present God has given

them, a present that could change their lives for ever. You may wish to invite them to
one of the events that are happening during the Advent Christmas period.
May you experience the gift of God this Christmas and be led in hope and joy through
the New Year.
Yours in Christ
Murray

From the Editor
Dear Friends
Thank you to those from Alsager and Congleton who have volunteered to take over the
editorship of The Link magazine.
At this point it looks as if we will be returning to each church having its own magazine
in March next year. This is an exciting prospect for each church and I look forward to
seeing how each develops over time. If you receive the current magazine by email, don’t
worry, I will make sure that when the time comes you receive the magazine of the
church you are linked with. If you would though like to receive both magazines in future
just let me know and I will ensure your details go on each distribution list.
Wishing you all a happy Christmas and a wonderful 2017
Karen

Alsager and Congleton Prayer Chains.
Please remember that if you wish to add someone’s name to the prayer chain you can
contact
Alsager:
Melanie Edwards Tel: 07920 111891
Congleton:
Tricia Smith
Tel: 01260 279239
They will then pass the name along that respective Prayer Chain.
All requests are treated confidentially
If you would like to join either prayer chain contact Rev. Murray 01260 273873

PRAYER PAGE
I pick up a lot of little ‘snippets’ and here’s one I share with you:
FRIENDS
There is a list of folks I know, all written in a book,
And every year at Christmas time I go and take a look.
And that is when I realise that these names are a part,
Not of the book they’re written in, but of my very heart.
For each name stands for someone who has touched my life sometime,
And in that meeting they’ve become the “Rhythm of the Rhyme”.
I really feel I am composed of each and every name,
And whilst you may not be aware of feeling quite the same,
My life is so much better that it was before you came.
For once you have known someone, the years cannot erase,
The memory of a pleasant work, or a friendly face,
So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine,
Of names upon a list, forgotten in between.
For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you,
It is because you’re on that list of folks I’m indebted to.
And whether I’ve known you for many years or few,
In some way, you have had a part in shaping things I do,
So every year, when Christmas comes, I just realise anew,
The biggest gift that God can give, is knowing friends like you.
(Author Unknown)
Last time I referred to the interior-castle model of prayer set forth by Teresa of Avila
and said more next time. So, Teresa describes the human person as like a castle or a
great house with a moat around it and many rooms inside, like the ‘many mansions’ in
heaven. This castle is made of diamond or crystal, and its rooms are arranged in
concentric circles. God dwells in the central rooms, so the light of God’s presence
should fill the castle and shine out through it. The spiritual life is a journey that begins
outside the castle and leads inwards, towards the innermost rooms where God dwells.
God calls us on this journey, and it is accomplished through prayer. Its goal is the union
of our love and will with the will and love of God: then the diamond that is our self
can shine out in its full beauty.
Every blessing, John

From Christian Aid
This Christmas, Light The Way for the 65 million displaced people across our
world.
Christian Aid’s Christmas Appeal, focuses this year on those forced out by the darkness
of violence and fear, who are searching for safety and refuge.
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light” Isaiah 9:2
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the light who came into the world, many of us will fill
our homes with light and laughter, family and friends. But this appeal asks us to take
some time to reflect on those uprooted by violence and conflict and stand in solidarity
with them.
Celestin is one of those who had to flee violence. Those who dedicate their lives to
serving Christ will often witness darkness in the world, but few have seen as much of it
as Celestin. In his 16 years as a priest in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), he’s
seen his own bishop – ‘my shepherd’, he says – killed by armed groups, and nine other
priests slain in front of him. Now his ministry brings the light of Christ to others
who’ve been forced to escape from horrific violence. The community in which he now
works as a priest is relatively safe compared to areas around it – so local host families
take in traumatised survivors of violence, showing extraordinary kindness. But their few
resources are already stretched – so your generosity could make a real difference.
This Advent, we hope you will join us in praying for Celestin and others like him,
shining light into the
darkness of poverty and violence. There are a variety of resources available to support
you in your reflections this advent including an Advent colouring candle. Resources are
available to download or order from www.christianaid.org.uk/christmas-appeal
Together with thousands of churches across Britain and Ireland, we can be part of
God’s promise of light for those living in uncertainty and darkness. Please join us and
show your commitment to support refugees both within your community and further
afield this Christmas.
----------------------------------Incidentally, Congleton Churches Together are looking for new Christian Aid
volunteers/ coordinators at present to work with and then take over from those who
have done it for the last few years. There may be someone here interested in exploring
the role a bit more so here is a description of what happens at the moment
Database for Christian Aid Collections across Congleton
Christian Aid co-ordination across Congleton entails keeping and updating a database
(excel is the defacto standard) which shows all the roads, the number of houses and
which church currently takes charge of collecting that street. The maintenance of this

data is relatively small as new roads and houses are not added every day...although the
numbers is increasing at the moment.
The data is currently ‘reasonably’ up-to-date
Co-ordinating who collects in a street
The job of moving streets from one church to another only rarely occurs as all churches
are finding collectors are hard to come by.
This is a central task that hopefully stops more than one church trying to go down the
same street in the same year...not a good thing to happen!
When someone new wants to collect a specific street I try & obtain permission to move
the street across...churches are often pleased to have some taken away.
Not all streets are collected or even allocated to a church
Materials for Christian Aid Week
I order (in February), receive and then split up the materials (envelopes, posters, etc and
our paying-in slips) to all the church co-ordinators and deliver them to the coordinators...not a difficult task but takes the best part of a day in total.
Banking
Church co-ordinators are responsible for the counting & banking into the central
Christian Aid Account at the TSB.
Once banked, the coordinator gives me a copy of their paying-in slips about July, in
order to allow the summary of all collections to be made and examined by a third party
(usually someone in your church).
When all collections are complete and they balance with the slips...Christian Aid FORM
A (simple) is filled out and countersigned by the examiner, a cheque requested from TSB
and then sent to Christian Aid.
Reports
Usually a short report is written to all coordinators letting them know what we achieved
and thanking them & especially their collectors’ hard work.
A further short summary is then issued / presented to CTC
Storage
I do store some of the materials & try & reuse them if possible
Hope this helps...if anyone is interested I can show them how easy it is!
They should also be able to get to grips with excel / data
Kind regards Peter

SAMARITAN’S PURSE

Many THANKS to everyone who contributed to this year’s
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Appeal.
We were able to deliver over 20 boxes to the NatWest collection centre.
Well done!

Congleton Church on Tuesday
Café – Lunchtime Worship – Chat & Make
A warm welcome, friendship and fellowship,
sustenance for body mind and spirit,
craft and conversation
Join us weekly between 10.00am and 2.30pm
Congleton URC, Antrobus Street.
Drop in to the Café with Chat and Make:

10am -12 midday

Reflective refreshing worship:

12 – 12.30pm

Chat and Make:

12.30pm – 2.

Tea, coffee and biscuits are available throughout this time

Come and be fed
in
Body, Mind and Spirit
at
Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
Midday
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40pm
December 20th
There is no service in January
Services next year will be on the 1St Tuesday of each month
Commencing 7th February 2017
Alsager Letters
I was very touched with all the cards and greetings for my 80th birthday. I had a
wonderful time. With many thanks for your thoughts
Regards from
Dorothy Bragg

In Memorandum
We apologise that in the last edition of the magazine we omitted to give thanks for all
those whose have passed away and whose funerals have been at Alsager Church in the
past 12 months.
We also made a late editorial decision not to include those who have been laid to rest in
the Garden of Remembrance at Congleton URC as they had already been mentioned in
the ‘In memorandum’:
We will remember them…
Mr Ken Heaton – Died 22nd May 2016

Rest in Peace and may light perpetual shine
upon him
We apologise for any distress caused by these omissions

And with remembrance in mind, Pat Averill from Alsager gave us this offering:
Miss me, but let me go
When I come to the end of the road
And the sun has set for me,
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room,
Why cry for a soul set free!
Miss me a little - but not for long
And not with your head bowed low.
Remember the love that we once shared,
Miss me, but let me go.
For this journey that we all must take
And each must go alone;
It's all a part of the Master's plan
A step on the road to home.
When you are lonely and sick at heart
Go to the friends we know,
And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds.
Miss me, but let me go.

Christmas at Congleton URC
Trees, Flowers & Stars
A Festival for Christmas
Friday December 9th. 4 ~ 7 p.m.
Saturday December 10th. 10 a.m. ~ 4 p.m.
Sunday December 11th. 12 Noon ~ 3 p.m.

Sunday December 11th. at 10.30 a.m.

Gift Service
Unwrapped gifts for children and adults to go to
The David Lewis Centre for Epilepsy

Christmas Music & Carols
with

The Rode Hall Silver Band
Sunday December 11th. at 7 p.m.

No charge ~ but a generous donation to the Development Fund
would be appreciated.

Sunday December 18th. at 10.30 a.m.

Carol Service
Sunday December 25th. at 10.00 a.m.

Service for Christmas Day
Conducted by Rev. Murray George

We are also holding a Carol Service at Station House on Monday
12th. December at 2 p.m. Anyone who can come along to boost
the singing will be welcome.

The Private Lives of the Tudors
A talk by Tracy Borman on Thursday February 2nd. at 6.30 p.m.
At Congleton United Reformed Church
"I do not live in a corner. A thousand eyes see all I do." Elizabeth I
The Tudor monarchs were constantly surrounded by an army of attendants, courtiers and ministers.
Even in their most private moments, they were accompanied by a servant specifically appointed for
the task. A groom of the stool would stand patiently by as Henry VIII performed his daily purges,
and when Elizabeth I retired for the evening, one of her female servants would sleep at the end of
her bed.
These attendants knew the truth behind the glamorous exterior. They saw the tears shed by Henry
VII upon the death of his son Arthur. They knew the tragic secret behind 'Bloody' Mary's phantom
pregnancies. And they saw the 'crooked carcass' beneath Elizabeth I's carefully applied makeup,
gowns and accessories.
It is the accounts of these eyewitnesses, as well as a rich array of other contemporary sources that
historian Tracy Borman has examined more closely than ever before. With new insights and
discoveries, The Private Life of the Tudors will reveal previously unexamined details about the
characters we think we know so well.

Tracy Borman is joint Chief Curator for Historic Royal Palaces, the charity that manages Hampton Court
Palace, the Tower of London, Kensington Palace, Kew Palace, the Banqueting House, Whitehall and Hillsborough Castle.
She often appears on television and radio, and is a regular contributor to history magazines, notably BBC
History. She give talks based on her books across the country and we are fortunate to have been able to
persuade her to give this talk.
Tickets @ £10 are available from Marion McGuinness.

December
6th
7th
15th
18th
19th
22nd
26th

Marion Rowbotham
Karen George
Norma Barnes
Robert Vince
Eileen Walker
Diane Owen
Eileen Skyner

January
2nd
4th
12th
20th
26th
31st

Lynne Eardley
Ria Harrison
Dennis Jerrard
Barbara Hurst
Bob Harrison
Amy Coe

If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
Jacqui McCullough. She doesn’t need the age, just the date!

CONGRATULATIONS - PRE-tEENS!
As you’ve read in earlier LINK magazines the Alsager Pre-teens set themselves the
target of raising £1000 for the Roof Fund.
Calling it their “Roofometer Appeal” they displayed a 7foot high thermometer in the
church hall to keep everyone informed as to their progress.
You could say that Christmas has come early for them now as they have exceeded that
amount already.
The money was raised through a variety of initiatives including holding a Concert and a
Coffee Morning, Guessing how many sweets in a jar?, Collecting 10ps in Smartie tubes
and ‘bucket collecting’ to name but a few!
The children have been helped along the way with their efforts by parents and families,
leaders and helpers and they are all so excited at reaching the target so soon.
I’m sure the New Year will see a surge in the fundraising activities of the church with
events which will appeal to every age group.
Watch this space!
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Church happenings
At the beginning of November both churches held their annual All Souls services.
These were both well attended and very much appreciated by those who attended. They
attract some people who come every year whilst others come just once or twice. They
are valued central pillars of each church’s pastoral and spiritual ministry to the
community.
Alsager URC is working closely with the Alsager Partnership as it aims to make Alsager
one of the first Dementia Friendly towns in the country. The church has offered to host
the regular planning meetings and other associated events as they arise. On the 16th
November just over 60 people from the town and surrounding area attended the first
Open Evening event and next year the church will be the venue for monthly Dementia
Friend training events. The church is hoping to get directly involved by supporting a
weekly ‘drop-in club’ between 11-3 every Friday. Anyone who would be interested in
volunteering to help this club should speak to Murray. We are looking for people who
would be happy to do something such as share a cup of tea or coffee with someone,

play a game of cards or dominies or just sit and listen. Any commitment does not have
to be weekly - it could just be occasional.
This initiative significantly develops the mission and ministry of the church and builds
on the work already taking place with the Mums and Tots group, the singers, Afternoon
Fellowship and Pre-teens
On the 6th November after leading Worship at Alsager URC for the church anniversary
the Moderator of Mersey Synod Rev. Jacky Embrey joined folk from Churches Together
in Congleton at Congleton URC to enjoy an evening of worship through song led by the
Rev. Tim Meadows and the Synod Café Jam Band. The evening was made even more
special when two new Street Pastors, Heather Kemble and Tracey Taylor were
commissioned by Rev. Andrew Lindley. The service was signed for anyone with hearing
loss.

In November Marion McGuiness was delighted to receive a cheque for £300.00 from
David Taylor of the Congleton Harriers following their Charity Half Marathon, the
generous donation will go towards all the work we are undertaking to improve and
enhance the lives of Congleton people

The Lunch Clubs at Congleton continue to go from strength to strength. The Congleton
Big Heart lunch club which we hold on a Wednesday and Friday each week is growing in
popularity. On average more than 60 people a week benefit from a two course meal and
good company and a craft expert is offering to teach club members how to make a
variety of things through upcycling.
The 1st Thursday lunch club is also growing, they have a Christmas meal in December
and in the New Year there will be a talk from a home security expert giving advice on
how to stay safe in the home.
Anyone interested in either of these clubs should drop in to experience them first hand!
These clubs could not run if it was not for the dedicated help of volunteers for LOL
and the church, so a big thanks goes to everyone involved! Both clubs are beginning to
attract some new volunteers but the more we have the better. The volunteers help out in
a number of ways from making tea and coffee, serving at tables and just being a
presence to talk and listen to club members.
If anyone is interested in (even occasional) volunteering please speak to Anne Thornber,
Lisa Spencer or Rev. Murray.
British Sign Language Learning Group
Following interest shown in both Alsager and Congleton from a number of people
interested in learning some British Sign language, a new group will begin to meet on the
2nd and 4th Tuesdays of every month at 7pm in the entrance area at Congleton URC.
Anyone who is interested please come along and join in. We know not everyone will be
able to make each session, which is why we are forming it as a group rather than ‘putting
on a course’. The aim is for us to learn together at our own pace!
Claire Copestick has agreed to come and help us. Thank you Claire.

Being able to sign, even basically, will enable us to do some simple but essential things
such as warmly welcome people with a hearing loss, exchange names and ask if people
would like tea or coffee, etc. We can also begin to learn to sign some hymns and songs to
use in worship. We have also been set a challenge. The Moderator would like a few of us
to attend Synod in March and lead the meeting in a signing of The Lord’s Prayer. So
learning that will be a priority!
The evenings should be fun and instructive so come along if you can. If anyone needs a
lift (especially from Alsager) please speak to Rev. Murray.

ALSAGER

URC

While Lynne and I were enjoying sun and relaxation in Tenerife, Alsager URC celebrated
its Anniversary on 6th November.
We were having a leisurely breakfast overlooking the magnificent Atlantic Ocean, with its
waves breaking over the volcanic rocks and we thought about our friends back at home
gathering to give thanks to God for our little church in Alsager which means so much to
us both.
On our return the following week I picked up an order of service and a notice sheet that
had been left on the reading lectern. It was good to read them at home and I was able to
get a feeling for the service which had been led by our Mersey Synod Moderator Revd
Jacky Embrey. There appeared to have been a good selection of hymns and readings
which led into the celebration of Holy Communion.
Later that week I made a pastoral visit to one of our dear friends and a member of our
church. We had a wonderful conversation which covered a variety of topics as always.
The one which remains uppermost in my memory was the one in which she described
the aforementioned Anniversary Service. She was absolutely ecstatic about it and in
particular the way in which the service was led, the delivery and content of the sermon
and the serving of communion. Her appreciation of the service was then extended
further when Revd Jacky and her husband shared refreshments in the church hall.
She went on to say, “I really felt as though I had been to church and received a message
from God. Alsager URC is such a welcoming church and to be present at such a special
Anniversary Service with a lovely group of friends was so uplifting.”
What lovely sentiments!
Another part that really impressed me were the words that were printed in the notice
sheet which Chris Winskill produces so brilliantly every week. Chris must have spent
time researching something applicable to the day. I felt it so relevant and sets a challenge
to us all, so I reproduce it again:-

Let us celebrate a grand feast,
From the greatest to the least,
Let us rejoice, on this happy morn,
The special day our church was born.

God bless those who planted the seed,
And those who gave to every need,
And those who laboured, with such care,
To build this church, God’s House of Prayer.
May we follow their example bright,
Generously live, do what’s right,
Like them, may we, give God our best,
So our souls can find rest.
May all who come find peace and light,
May God’s presence and his might,
Gently guard this holy place,
May all find joy, abundant grace.
Thank you, God, for what’s been done,
Here at this place, through your Son,
May your work, keep on growing,
Love and peace overflowing. Amen.

ALSAGER THURSDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP
Our meetings have continued on the regular 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month with
contributions from two experienced and interesting speakers and an in-house
“SPECIAL” from Philip.
Reverend Bill Farquar from Middlewich came along on 13th October and spoke about
his upbringing in Scotland, particularly in the areas around his hometown, Lossiemouth
on the Moray Firth.
On 27th October Chris Winskill kindly hosted the meeting and introduced Mrs. Barbara
Jones from Audley as the speaker. Barbara is the driving force behind a very active
Christian Viewpoint in her village and a member of St. James’s Church which every year
collects hundreds of boxes for ‘Operation Christmas Child’. However, on the day she
came to Alsager she spoke eloquently about her relationship with God and how she
answered his call to spread the word after ignoring it so many times before.
After prayers and hymn singing the meeting continued in a lighter vein with Doug
Bennett showing us two of his very precious cameras and a display of some gorgeous
photographs he had taken.
Chris Winskill then came forward with two school ledgers from Huntstanworth
Parochial School 11893-1927 where her mother-in-law was headmistress for the North
Durham Board.

Lynne’s special item for ‘show and tell’ was a photograph of grandson Billy’s Christening
and how amazing it was to have so many young people packed into church and all
joining in with the hymns and prayers.
The meeting was finally brought to a close with Philip accompanying a school choir in
the singing of a song called “Special” which has simple but meaningful words for us all.
REMEMBER
There is no one else like you, there’s no one else like me
Each of us is special to God, that’s the way it’s meant to be.
I’m special, you’re special, we’re special don’t you see,
There is no one else like you, there’s no one else like me.
Black or white, short or tall, good or bad, God loves us all
Loud or quiet, fat or thin, each of us is special to Him.
The next meeting will be our Christmas Lunch on 8th December followed by Carols
around the crib in church. The lunch must be pre booked but everyone is welcome to
join us after the meal for the singing at 2.30pm.
2017 January 12th

- Free and Easy for Everyone

Congleton Letters
I would like to thank those who have kept me in their thoughts and prayers during my
stay at Manchester Royal for an operation to remove a large tumour from my liver and
during the ensuing weeks at home. In some areas I am making progress but in others
progress is quite slow, so continued thoughts and prayers would be much appreciated.
Thank you
Pauline
Alsager Coffee and Chat
10am – 12noon
Coffee and Chat on the 1st Saturday of every month is an opportunity for outreach into
the community and a time to relax and meet up with people who you might not have
seen for some while.
As well as refreshments there is often a sales table, handmade cards, always a bargain to
be had, so why not pay us a visit and bring along a friend.
Your Hosts for the coming months are:
December - Chris and Eileen
January
- Audrey and Marie
February - Jacquie and Lynne
P.S.:- We would appreciate another couple of helpers – please have a word with Philip.

ALSAGER SOUP & SING
Soup is certainly back on the menu and it’s more than welcome with the cold
weather!
We eat at 1pm, enjoying the chatting as we pass along the bowls of bread and
about half an hour later we move over to the piano in readiness for our singing.
At approximately 2.15 we go back to the tables to enjoy tea, coffee and cake
with more conversation!
Maybe you would like to join us? If so just tell Lynne or Ian if you will be joining
us – only for catering purposes you understand.

Bible Exploration at Alsager URC
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 2.30p.m.
When it comes to exploring the Bible there are no experts.
Through Bible study/exploration we are fed, nourished by God’s living
word. We all have something to learn and something to share so please come
and join us.
The Programme
Date
Subject
Leader
January 11th

Fun Bible based quiz/activity

Rev. John

January 25th

Joseph, earthly father of Jesus

Rev. Murray

Date

Time

December

Worship dates and times
Worship Centre

Alsager

4th
11th
18th
18th
20th
24th
25th

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
16.30
Midday
11.30 pm
10.00 am

Annual Toy Service
Church family Worship
Carol Service
Crib Service
Tuesday service and Lunch
Christmas eve Communion
Christmas Day Celebration

January

2017

Alsager

1st
8th
15th
15th
22nd

10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm
10.30 am

Family Worship with Communion
Church Family Worship
Church Family Worship
WPCU ecumenical service
Church Family Worship

29th

10.30 am Church Family Worship

February
5th
7th

Rev. Murray George
Mr Ian White
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. John Keeling

Rev. Murray George
Rev. John Keeling
Mr Bob Booth
Rev Murray George
Rev Murray George
Mr Philip Eardley &
Thursday Fellowship

Alsager
10.30 am Family Worship with Communion
Midday
Tuesday service and Lunch

December

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

Congleton

11th
13th
18th
24th
24th
25th

10.30 am All age Worship
Midday
Lunchtime service
10.30
Gift Service with Holy Communion
Carol Concert with the Rode Hall Silver
7pm
Band
Midday
Lunchtime service
10.30 am Christian Aid service
3.00 pm Crib service
9.00 pm Christmas Eve Communion
9.30 am Christmas Day Celebration

January

2017

1st
3rd

10.30 am All age Worship
Midday
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

4th
6th
11th

Leader

Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Helen Howe
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

Congleton
Rev. Keith Jarvis
Rev. Murray George

8th

10.30 am Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George

8th

6:30

Ecumenical service @ Antrobus Street

Rev. Murray George

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Mrs Carol Booth

10

th

15th

10.30 am Family Worship with Communion

Rev. Murray George

17th

Midday

Rev. Murray George

22nd

10.30 am Church Family Worship
Congleton CT Service for the week of
6.30 pm
prayer for Christian Unity
Midday
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
10.30 am Church Family Worship
Midday
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

22nd
24th
29th
31st

February
5

th

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Mr Bob Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Margaret Stacey
Rev. Murray George

Congleton
10.30 am All age Worship

Mr Bob Booth

Date

Time

December

Alsager

1st
3rd

2pm
10-12noon

December
1st
1st
9th -11th
11th

Congleton

January

Alsager

7th
11th
22nd
30th
25th

10- midday
2.30 pm

January

Congleton

th

2.00 pm
7.15 pm
See advert
7pm

7.15 pm
2.30 pm

5
21st
22nd

7.15 pm
4.30 pm

February

Alsager

5th
5th

10-12noon
Midday

Dates For your Diary
Details
Elders meeting at Congleton URC re: LMMR
Coffee & Chat

Elders meeting re: LMMR
Elders meeting
Trees, Flowers & Stars Christmas Festival
Rode Hall Silver Band

Coffee & Chat
Bible exploration
Deadline day for Link Items
Church Meeting
Bible exploration

Elders meeting in the Vestry
Christmas Party
Deadline day for Link Items
Coffee & Chat
Elders Meeting

Day

Time

Monday

1–
2.30pm

Monday
Term time
Tues

5.15 pm

Monday
Term time

Tues
Tues
Tues
Tues
Term time
2nd and 4th
Tuesdays

12.45 –
2.15

10 am12 noon
10.00 midday
12noon 12.30
12.30
- 2.30
1.30 pm
7.30 pm

Regular Weekly Activities
Place
Activity

Alsager

Mums and Tots
group

Alsager

Singing Group
includes a light lunch
Congleton 1st Congleton
Rainbows
Congleton Café in foyer
Congleton Chat & Make
Part one
Congleton Lunchtime Worship
Congleton Chat & Make
Part two
Congleton Keep Fit for the
not-so-fit
Congleton Learning British Sign
Language

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Rev. Murray
01260 273873

Alsager

Starts again in
September

3rd Tues

Midday

Wed
Term time
Wednesday

10.00 am Congleton Mums and Tots

Wed

Contact
Lauren 07960 879341
Kayleigh
01270 488123
Ian White or
Lynne Eardley
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Jean Cook
01260 276513

Midday service &
Buffet meal

Midday – Congleton Congleton Big Heart
2pm
Lunch Club
2.00 pm Congleton Bible Exploration

2nd & 4th 2.30 pm
Wednesday

Alsager

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton Morning Prayer

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship

Thurs in
term time

6-7 pm

Alsager

Pre-Teens

Thurs

7.30 pm

Congleton Bible Study

Term time

Bible
Exploration

1st Thursday Midday – Congleton Lunch Club
2pm

Christine Astil
01260 273027
Carol Booth
01260 272580

Rev. Murray
Rev. John
Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

Philip &
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip &
Lynne Eardley 01270
877861
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Ann Thornber
01260 297860

Friday

1st Sat
Sat

Midday – Congleton Congleton Big heart
2pm
Lunch Club

10am-12

Alsager

Coffee and Chat

10am -12 Congleton Café

Jean Cook

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
22nd January
The next issue will cover
February
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information
to Murray George or leave in
the folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information
to Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of
church
Alsager URC
Website:
www.alsagerurc.org.uk
Congleton URC
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager Elders
Church Secretary
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
Melanie Edwards 01270 884267
David Keeling
01562 913146
Chris Winskill
01270 879695
Congleton Elders
Church Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Worship Secretary
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Pastoral and fellowship Secretary
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Social Ministries Secretary
Margaret Bourner 01260 641869
Property and Finance secretary
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Joint Treasurers
Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Pauline McKeown
Lisa Spencer
Anne Thornber

01260 275947
01260 275171
01260 297860

