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Dear friends,
A few weeks ago I found myself chatting to a number of people about the Iona
Community. I have been an associate member of the community for a number of years
now and led a group from Saffron Walden for a week on Iona staying at the Abbey and
sharing our life with other visitors and members of the community there.
The Iona Community itself is not restricted to the island, but has developed into an
international movement with members, associates and friends spread all around the
globe. There is more to the community than the Celtic worship I appreciate so much.
One of the reasons the Iona community came into being was because a number of
church people in Glasgow during the depression times of the 1930s felt the church
needed to strive for a renewed relevance and church renewal based around a common
life, expressed through more inclusive and ecumenical worship, whilst actively working
for social, economic and political justice. Today’s focus on issues such as youth work,
justice, peace and the environment continue to resonate with people and contribute to
its continued growth.
One of the questions we necessarily keep coming back to in Alsager and Congleton
churches is what are the values and aims of our churches and how do we pursue them?
That is a really important thing to do on an ongoing basis so we continually challenge
ourselves to ask - ‘Are we doing the work God is asking us to do?’ Perhaps it is just as
important for us to ask, ‘Are the values and aims of our church communities shared by
the wider communities they exist in and how do they strengthen the links between us?’
The church, through all those who are involved in it, is deeply embedded in every part of
community; business, industry, and education, and yet all too often it is seen as irrelevant
at best and voiceless at worst by many people today. Of course the people who come to
church all hold differing points of view on many important issues, as we know,
following the recent European Referendum, and so it could often (although not always)
be wrong for a church to offer one “Christian” point of view or advocate a particular
action or answer. However, the church can and should be a place where difficult issues
are faced and worked through. Sometimes there will be issues a church community itself
may need to work through and we should not back away from such conversations, but
there are also issues that affect the whole of the community. What are the issues that
face the people in our local communities, the farmers, the businesses, the elderly and the
young? What are the hidden problems and tensions, what are the global issues that have
local consequences? How can the church in the community help bring people together
to identify the challenges, to seek understanding and constructive ways forward? How
can we give a voice to the voiceless? How can we bring people together to share
thoughts and opinions seeking first to understand the other point of view and then
move on? It is possible to critically and prayerfully discuss difficult issues with passion
and conviction, it is possible to listen to and learn from the opinion of the other whilst
holding a different point of view ourselves.

Whether it was around a meal table, in the synagogue or at the village well, Jesus never
avoided an opportunity to engage with people and help them to face the things that
stopped them growing and developing. How do we do the same?
Your friend and Minister
Murray
Introducing the new URC Logo

The United Reformed church has a new logo. A design team from the denomination is
working to give a greater impact to our visual identity making it easier for people
recognise who we are. This is the black and white version of it and on the front cover
you will see the new colour version next to the old logo.
It is hoped that people will see the new logo as simpler and more functional. The
colours are brighter and sharper and the edges of the cross deliberately rough-hewn to
give a feel of new energy. It has been designed to reflect a church that is vibrant and
dynamic.
I am sure some will like it more than others but you will see the new design much more
frequently now as it begins to be used on publications nationally and locally.

Congleton Church on Tuesday
Café – Lunchtime Worship – Chat & Make
A warm welcome, friendship and fellowship,
sustenance for body mind and spirit,
craft and conversation
Join us weekly between 10.00am and 2.30pm
Congleton URC, Antrobus Street.
Drop in to the Café:

10am -12 midday

Reflective refreshing worship:
Chat and Make:

12 – 12.30pm

12.30pm – 2.30pm

Tea, coffee and biscuits are available throughout this time

PRAYER PAGE:
THE JESUS PRAYER is a short invocation, frequently repeated, most
commonly in the form “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me.”
Its scriptural origin can be found in Luke 18:10-14 in the lesson taught by the
parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector, in which the Pharisee
demonstrates the improper way to pray by exclaiming: "I thank you that I am
not like that Tax Collector", whereas the Tax Collector prays correctly in
humility, saying "God, have pity on me, a sinner" (Luke 18:10-14).
Concerning the early monks St Augustine said, “the brethren of Egypt offer
frequent prayers that are very brief and suddenly shot forth.” The Jesus
Prayer is precisely such an ‘arrow prayer’. Used faithfully, as a regular part of
our life in Christ, the Jesus Prayer can indeed bring us to the sense of the
Divine Presence.
The Jesus Prayer may be practiced in two ways. There is first what may be
called the ‘free’ use, when it is said once or many times as we go about our
familiar occupations, during all the passing moments of the day that might
otherwise be wasted.
Then there is the ‘fixed’ use, when we repeat the Jesus Prayer as part of our
appointed times for prayer, when our whole attention is concentrated on the
act of praying.
We can, of course, choose to follow the ‘free’ use without necessarily
adopting the ‘fixed’ use as well.
The purpose of the ‘free’ use can be summed up in the words ‘Finding Christ
everywhere. The aim of the ‘fixed’ use can best be expressed in the phrase
‘Create silence’.
Every blessing
John
DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES:
Sat Sept 17 10.00-4.00

Quiet Day at Croft Meadows Farm
Theme: ‘Just for Today...’ led by Jan.
Book early as places limited.
Cost £10.00 per person. Participants will
need to bring a packed lunch and a Bible,
notebook, pen/pencil and a camera might
be useful. Names and money should now
be given to John.

SECOND REQUEST: The Prayer Page has been part of ‘The Link’ for some
time now and so if anyone has anything that they would like to see included in
future issues or if anyone would like to add something of their own please
speak to Rev John.

Alsager and Congleton Prayer Chains.
Please remember that if you wish to add someone’s name to the prayer chain you can
contact
Alsager:
Melanie Edwards Tel: 07920 111891
# Congleton:
Tricia Smith
Tel: 01260 279239
They will then pass the name along that respective Prayer Chain.
All requests are treated confidentially
# Congleton: give thanks to God for the ministry of Linda Copestick who took the lead
of its Prayer Chain and did it faithfully for a number of years. Thank you to Tricia
Smith for volunteering to take over the reins. We are in safe hands!
To contact for immediate prayer please ring Tricia on 01260 279239 or 07527161742.
The name of the person being prayed for will pass along the chain
Current members of the prayer chain are:
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Rev. Murray George 01260 273873
Carol Booth.
01260 272580
Ron and Jean Cook 01260 276513
Rae and Alan Bowers 01477 533467
The Hughes Family. 01260 272606
Jean Vale
01260 400 538
Ann Thornber
01260 297860

Barbara Farrington
Bob and Chris Booth.
Cath and Tony Hall
Jane Turner

01260 273901
01260 273772
012 275895
01260 279316

Any one of these people may be contacted if Tricia is unavailable.
If you would like to join either prayer chain contact Rev. Murray 01260 273873

Alsager Coffee and Chat

Why not come along and bring a friend on the 1st Saturday of the month.
Enjoy great company and service, wonderful refreshments and a charity stall
So come and enjoy!

Your hosts will be
August:
Chris K. and Eileen
September: Audrey and Marie
October: Jacquie and Lynne

Come and be fed
in
Body, Mind and Spirit
at
Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
Midday
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40pm
There is no service in August
September 20th
October 18th

Church Unity
(From a member of a church family)
As we pray for unity in the world let us also pray for unity within our own churches in
Alsager and Congleton. The word “unity” means, “oneness, being one or single or individual, being formed of parts that constitute a whole, due to interconnection and coherence of parts.”
The greatest gift that any human being can give to another is the gift of understanding
and of peace. To have someone to whom we can go at any time, and know that they
will not laugh at our dreams, or misunderstand our confidences is a most wonderful
thing. It is for us all to make our church like that.
We must learn to understand. There is always a reason why a person does something. If
s/he is rude and impolite, maybe s/he is worried or in pain. If s/he treats us with suspicion and dislike, maybe s/he has misunderstood, or is misinformed about something we
have, or not, said or done. Forgiveness would be much easier for us, if we tried to understand before we allowed ourselves to condemn.
Christian unity is very important because Christians stand as a light for the world. If we
are Christians we must be Christ-like. Gandhi once said that if Christians lived their
Christian life to the full there would be no Hindus left in India. That is what people expect of us, that we live our Christian life to the full.
The basic unity of the Church depends on three great principles. The first is unity of vision. Those who see and love the same thing have a unity in that love which is a unity
of freedom. Secondly, unity that comes from an essential relationship of life. Those
who are sacramentally united to Christ are united to one another. They are children of
the same Father, and by their communion they have claimed a relationship with
Him. Their brotherhood is real. Thirdly, as people through the receiving of Christ attain to likeness with Him, there will become what may be called a family likeness. All
those who are like Him must be Christ-like to one another.
Our unity is in Him, our separations are in ourselves.
(words adapted from "Visions of Love" an anthology of reflections compiled by William
Sykes)mu
God of all people, in times of spiritual seeking we sometimes speak before we think,
Enable us to rediscover the spiritual treasures in the Bible,
Empower us to stick together as we discern you Way and Word for our church,
As we seek to get alongside those who yearn for purpose and find life in all its fullness.
(Prayer: Kate Gray)

Congleton URC Update
A great deal of development work has been carrying on a pace at Congleton URC recently. It is all aimed at enabling us to build our community links in numerous ways.
Upstairs the refurbishment of the organ has been completed and we heard how wonderful it now sounds at an Organ and Brass Band Concert on the 25th June that went down
really well with those who came along. Close to £400.00 was raised during the evening
and we thank the Rode Hall Silver Band, Jake Convery and Chris Burton for giving their
time up to come and support the work of the church. More concerts and events are in
the planning stage as we hope that we can continue to be not just a great place to worship but also a place where the people of Congleton can come and enjoy music of all
types in comfortable surroundings.
To that end we are also hoping to replace the existing pew cushions with new ones soon.
The existing ones have provided much needed support to people for a good number of
years now but are coming to the end of their supportive lives.
Downstairs, thanks to the work of Forces Regroup, the kitchen has had a makeover with
new cupboards and work tops throughout, the walls and tiles have been painted and a
donated fridge freezer and dishwasher have been installed. In addition the guys from the
Listen out Loud foundation (LOL) enthusiastically supported by Jill and Andy have under-coated the walls in the Livingstone room, the ‘All Access’ and Ladies toilets. In addition they have brought a range of equipment including comfortable chairs and tables
from their previous base in Bosley. These you will see in the Livingstone room and main
hall complimenting and building on the resources we already had. Why all this activity
and extra equipment?
The enhanced facilities will enable us to hire the premises out more often for weddings,
children's parties etc. But it will also enable us to put on more events and activities for
local people.
Many of you will know that Ann Thornber has already started a Lunch Club once a
month giving the elderly and lonely in Congleton somewhere to come and have a meal
cooked for them and meet others. LOL plan to put on similar Lunch clubs initially once
a month but eventually we hope to have a lunch club running every Thursday aimed particularly but not exclusively at the elderly and lonely. LOL also plan to start a Veterans
Breakfast on Saturday mornings once a month initially. Such Breakfast Clubs are run
around the country and help support not just the veterans but their families as well. LOL
are also providing volunteers to help in the Clothes Bank which is allowing us to open it
more often and help an increasing number of people. We continue to explore how this
may have a charity shop element to it as well.
So what happens next? Over the summer we hope to continue with the redecoration
downstairs, a small number of people are looking at colour options. God willing a fence
will soon be erected around the garden at the back enclosing it and providing a safe area
for the use of Mums and Tots and other events and activities.

As we continue to work together with LOL we hope to put on an event with them
where church members can come and meet them (if you haven't already) and learn a bit
more about what they are about and what we want to do together.
Of course all of these plans cost money and so watch out about future fundraising and
social events both upstairs and downstairs, bring yourselves and please bring your
friends, we want as many people as possible to know what we are doing here.
A couple of other things need to be said at this point.
Firstly a big THANK YOU to everyone who has worked so hard to get us to this point,
particularly the elders including the treasurers old and new! Secondly all the work we are
doing and the experience we are gaining at the moment is helping us work out exactly
what we will need to do when we get to employing an architect to plan the large development work. We are learning what facilities we will need to develop in a major way and
those we will not need to do as much to.
Please keep praying for the continued development work, the people undertaking it and
all the people we are reaching out to across the community.
Report and reflections from General Assembly 2016 Stockport
So this general assembly was my first ever assembly and I was terrified on the way up as
most of the U27 reps are from the youth executive and I was concerned about having to
penetrate friendship groups... I couldn't have been more wrong. I have never met a
group as passionate about faith, worship and fellowship as the general assembly youth
representatives.
The week so far has challenged my theology, my calling and my worship style. It's
opened my eyes in way I didn't think it would. I've approached the different kinds of
worship that we have experienced with an open mind and truly enjoyed them. This is the
closest I have ever felt to God, and it's been amazing.
I'll be coming back to both churches with lots to discuss with everyone and would like
to sit on some Elder's meetings after the summer synods.
Today has been monumental in the advancement of equality for the LGBT community
with the allowing of local congregations to determine whether or not they're going to
allow same-sex couples to marry in their premises.
I've had a taste of proper contemporary worship and café style services.
I have so many ideas and contacts to call upon for advice.
Jake Convery
Mersey Synod Youth Representative

THURSDAY AFTERNOON FELLOWSHIP

Our annual Thursday Afternoon Fellowship coach trip this year was very well supported
with over 40 people enjoying a day out.
However, the day didn’t start too well as the coach originally went to pick us up at Milton Park, MILTON instead of Milton Park, ALSAGER! Luckily the weather was fine
while we waited for the coach to arrive.
When we got onto the M6 there were further delays through road works, so we crawled
along in queues of traffic for many miles.
We arrived at the Garden Centre for shopping and lunch but it seemed a little different
than the place which Lynne and I had visited on our recky .... it was, completely different! However, the food was excellent, it was all on one level and there were lovely
things to buy, but poor Sid and Marion were waiting to meet up with us at the other garden centre!!
Apologies were given when we did eventually meet up with them at the beautiful White
Church at Fairhaven.
The magnificent interior with its stained glass windows was a sight to behold and after
making more purchases and exploring the church in more detail we then indulged in a
delicious Cream Tea prepared for us by members of the church.
Despite the hiccups it was a lovely day out.
Verger at Church Lawton Church and a retired teacher, Beverley Boulton gave us an interesting talk on her journey of faith when she visited us on June 23rd. A relaxing afternoon interspersed with singing, prayers and a little humour.
Our final meeting before the summer recess was our Annual Garden Party which was
held in the church hall as the weather was so unpredictable. There was a good attendance for the occasion which included a raffle, sales table and a Quiz on the North West.
With three categories there were no losers, only runners-up, but Leona took top spot.
This bit of fun was then followed by our favourite pastime – eating! Lynne had prepared a super Afternoon Tea of sandwiches, cakes and cream scones, washed down with
lashings of tea or coffee.
Thanks to everyone who has supported us throughout the past year and we are now
closed until THURSDAY 8th SEPTEMBER when a new programme of speakers and
events will be available.
Philip.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ALSAGER PRE

– tEENS

The children, parents and staff have all contributed to a number of fundraising events so
far including ‘Guess the number of sweets in the jar’, Filling empty Smartie tubes with
10ps, Selling church bookmarks and an Afternoon Concert, which has pushed the arrow
on the ROOF’O’METER to a tremendous £800.

To round off a busy few months we treated the children to a fun packed games evening
and then they really came ‘out of the woodwork’ for the end of term meal!
The club will re-open on THURSDAY 15th SEPTEMBER after the summer holidays.
Lynne.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MUMS and UNDER 5s.
The Mums and Under 5s playgroup has closed now for the summer and we thank Lauren, Kayleigh and Leona for all their hard work.
It is always difficult to begin a new venture, to get it known and help it to thrive, but the
ladies have stuck at it and now so many are looking forward to its re-opening in September.
Thank you to everyone for all the time and effort it has taken and for all the pleasure,
fun and singing, plus endless hot toast and
drinks!
Lynne.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SINGING & ........................
Well, sometimes it’s Soup and Sing or it has been Salad and Sing while the warm spells
have been with us.
The rainy weather can’t be blamed on us for singing either, as we have too much fellowship and good food to let our singing affect anything! Haha!! As we’ve said, we are not a
choir, we don’t profess to be singers, we simply enjoy making a glorious noise, especially
when it’s a song or a hymn that we’re not sure of, but our Maestro and Pianist, Ian, soon
leads the way!
At 1pm we sit down and after Grace we enjoy our meal, followed at 1.30ish by gathering
around the piano to sing until 2.15ish, when we break off by sharing The Grace with
each other.
While tea and coffee are being brewed, everyone joins in to clear the tables, then we all
sit again to enjoy a cuppa and cake or scones and jam, all the time chatting and enjoying
each others company before the last flourish when the dishes are done, the tables are
wiped down and the kitchen is cleared.
We really feel uplifted after each session, so why not come and join us? Just mention
that you’d like to come to Lynne, Philip or Ian, purely for catering purposes and see if
it’s for you – so far everyone who has popped in has carried on coming!!

Dear friends,

Alsager Letters

I would like to express my sincere thanks for all the help and support I have received
over the past 3 very difficult years. I couldn't have cared for Ken at home all that time
without that support and I'm still experiencing that support today.
My thanks to all the friends at church for their kind thoughts and messages of sympathy.
I've been overwhelmed with the number of cards and letters I have received.
Rev Murray has been a tower of strength to me with his pastoral care.
I will miss Ken immensely but have the memory of the 'Thanksgiving service', thank you
Murray for conducting such a meaningful service.
Over a period of time when Joy and Gordon got into their car it automatically came to
No.6 to take me to see the Doctor, for appointments at hospital and latterly to see Ken
at Lawton Manor, but my thanks go to those who also offered help and still do.
I have indeed experienced the blessings of a caring church and I am grateful.
Thank you again for your love and care.
Joan
(£ 720.00 was given in donations in memory of Ken.)

Some causes to Celebrate!
"The following children and young people were welcomed into the Body of Christ at
Congleton URC in the past twelve months.
Baptised - 23rd August 2015 - Hayden Leonard Hayes-Steele
Born 16th November 2014
Baptised - 23rd August 2015 - Alex William Scott Kay
Born 13th December 2014
Baptised - 27th September 2015 - Euan Anderson Maynard
Born 25th September 2014
Baptised - 27th September 2015 - Amelia Ella Caroline Spencer
Born 18th September 2013
Baptised - 14th February 2016
Born 8th November 2015

- Isobel Rose Porter

Baptised - 17th April 2016
Born 25th May 2015

- Isabella Mae Smith

Baptised - 17th April 2016
Born 9th March 2014

- Oscar Ronald Swindells

Baptised - 8th May 2016
Born 2nd July 2015

- Amber Eloise Workman & Fleur Ella Workman

Blessing - 8th May 2016
Born 4th June 2015

- Olivia Grace Burt & Mollie Beth Burt

Baptised - 19th June 2016
Born 23rd December 2014"

- Poppie-Anne Louise Connelly

We wish all these young Children of God a long and blessed life, may they grow up
knowing the presence and love of God in their lives.
CHURCHES WITH SOMETHING SPECIAL …
….and your children shall say unto you, “What mean these stones?”
This is the final instalment from a short series of reflections by Christine Roche from Alsager. Christine
reflects on her visits to different churches and the impression they made upon her.
SALEM CHAPEL, EAST BUDLEIGH, DEVON
This was the first church I ever entered – in my pram, no doubt. It was my father’s
first church. There they were in a small Devon village not far from the sea, a young
minister and his wife in an old manse, so cold that they called the passage which
connected the rooms the North West Passage. They had not much money so much of
the furniture came from sales. I have three garden chairs which they bought for 6d each

at a sale at Budleigh Salterton. The manse was at the far end of the village from the
church. We left there when I was about 18 months old so I can’t remember living in the
manse or going to the church, a Grade II listed building dating from 1719, first
Presbyterian and later Congregational. It is square with a hipped roof.
However, since my cycling/backpacking friends live at Exmouth I walked over there
from Exmouth one day and found the church and the Old Manse. Sometime later I
found out that my friend, Maggie, knew the lady who lived there and we went over and
had coffee with them. She asked lots of questions, which I could answer from what my
parents had told me, or I could ask my father, who was still alive then. They also showed
me the room where I had been born. At the time the Friends of Salem Chapel (which
had been closed for some time) were raising money for repairs so that the chapel could
again be used for various purposes. In fact in 2006 it was re-opened by the Historic
Chapels Trust, related to English Heritage, and I was privileged to receive an invitation
to the opening ceremony, in the church with refreshments in the schoolroom
afterwards. If you are in the area and wish to visit the chapel, you should phone the keyholder on 01395 445236/446189.
I went by bus from Exmouth on that occasion, then last year I cycled there while
staying at Exmouth, a sort of pilgrimage. Pram, bus +walk, then Brompton. Memories
not of a place but of my parents. This church is special in an unusual way

Bible Exploration at Alsager URC
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 2.30p.m.
When it comes to exploring the Bible there are no experts.
Through Bible study/exploration we are fed, nourished by God’s living
word. We all have something to learn and something to share so please come
and join us.
The Programme
Date
Subject
Leader
August 10th

2 John

Rev. Murray

August 24th

3 John

Rev. Murray

September 14th

Adam and Eve

Rev. John

September 28th

Micah 1-4

Rev. Murray

October 12th

Micah 5-7

Rev. Murray

PRAYERS FROM ALSAGER
Loving Lord, you know the pain of death, through the comfort of your Son and his tears
at the death of others.
Bring us your insight and compassion when we see the effects of death in ourselves and
in others.
Strengthen us to give comfort, knowing that you are there to hold our hands and
strengthen our hearts. Amen.
Let us remember and give thanks for the lives of:
Janet Beamon
Bernard Morrell
Ken Heaton
Graham Rhodes
Glyn Roberts
As we pray in the coming months, may we continue to remember:
Tom, Charlotte and Philip Beamon and Family, Joan Heaton, Eileen Skyner, Mike Skyner, Vanessa Walker, Audrey and Graham Dawber, Pat Averill, Elsie Georgeson, Val Atkinson, Sylvia Glennon and daughter, Audrey Beresford, Leona, and Gareth Parry, Lucy,
Carl Booth, Nan and Mandy, Thea, Bob and Ria, Margaret Hammond, Alyanna Watson,
Eileen, Jane Hickman, Michelle and Chris Shepherd and family, Maghread Tams, Chris
Sharples, Brenda and Family, Robert Evans, Megan Ford, Irene Preston, Nellie
Hutchins, Amy Coe
How beautiful the baby who brings the good news of peace. How tiny his fingers. How
fragile his breath.
Let us give thanks for the first child of Joanne and Robert McCullough
Caring Lord,
We pray for those in our church community
Who are in urgent need of our prayers at this time.
For the sick: bring them healing;
For the injured: Bring them swift recovery;
For the depressed: bring them hope;
For the bereaved: bring them comfort.
We ask that in the depths of suffering
They find the wellspring of your grace,
And in the process of recovery
They find the warmth of caring love,
From family, neighbours
And above all from you,
God of Consolation. Amen

The following people are known to be celebrating their birthdays during the next two
months
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL!
******************
August
September
th
th
4 Enid Griffiths
5 Alan Abraham
Stuart Alcock
10th Melanie Edwards
22nd Joan Heaton
11th Olive Lear
23rd Betty Mccullough
14th David Riley
28th John Keeling
If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
one of the Elders. We don’t need the age, just the date!

Jonathan Veira
Songs and Tales @ St Mary’s Alsager
Saturday 29th OCTOBER at 7.30pm
Licensed bar open from 6.30pm
£15 (family concessions)
Send s.a.e. with cheque payable to: ST MARY’s PCC
Further information from:-

stmarysconcert@aol.com 01270 875139.

Congratulations !
To Joy and Gordon Stockton’s eldest grandson
Robert Stockton on attaining a first class
degree in English Literature at Cambridge University.

And
To William Bordley who graduated from Nottingham University with a 2:1 Masters
degree in Physics
Every good wish Robert and William on your future studies and careers from Alsager
and Congleton U.R.Cs
Many of you will be aware that for the last two years
Elliot Browne from Congleton has been receiving
chemotherapy for a tumour that had been detected in her
brain. The URC churches in Congleton and Alsager have
both supported the family through this time, through
their thoughts, prayers, sponsorship money and offers of
jigsaws when she was initially admitted to hospital.
In May she was given the news that she wouldn't need
any more treatment, although she continues to be closely
monitored. As a family we would like to thank everyone
else for your support and prayers during this difficult
period. The sense of feeling that we belong to a wider
and supportive family has been very important to us and
helped us in ways that are difficult to express.
Without the need for chemotherapy Elliot is now back at school full time and more
involved in other activities, including being a regular on the tea and coffee rota at
Congleton on a Sunday morning.
Elliot and her sister have continued to raise money for the Royal Manchester Children’s
Hospital, where she received her treatment. Last year many of you will recall Kennedy
cycling along the canal towpath with Murray, or the ‘Be Seen in Green’ day. This year
the two of the entered the Junior Great Manchester Run (2.5 Km) to raise money for the
Children’s Brain Tumour Network at the hospital. Between them they raised £1147.50.
We would like to thank everyone who sponsored them for this event, and to warn you
that they now have the sponsorship bug, and will be organising more events in the
future.

Alsager Photo gallery
July’s Coffee and Chat Special Fundraiser

Fun at the Fathers Day Service!

25th June Fundraising Accordion and Ukulele Concert

Thursday Afternoon Fellowship trip to the White Church

Congleton Photo gallery

The Kitchen & Livingstone room before the recent upgrade

And After – but before all the decorating had been completed

Thanks to the guys from Forces Regroup and LOL for all their hard work and
skill!

And a few photos from the Joint Open Day
At Congleton URC with the Listen Out Loud Foundation

Mr R Danzels, (Danny, as he likes to be called), is a 70yr old Royal Navy Veteran and
Police Officer. He served on a long line of illustrious Navy vessels including the Ark
Royal as well as submarines.
He unfortunately suffered a house fire which caused extensive smoke damage to his
home. SSAFA and the Police Benevolent Society combined to help him redecorate.
Danny loved to talk about his time at sea and always had a twinkle in his eye as he
recalled his exploits. It was during one of these conversations that he produced an old
Manila envelope containing all his Cap Tally's, Crossing the Line certificate, (Equator)
and service books.
It was sad to see such a notable collection kept hidden away and Ian Brown asked if
he could have the collection with a view to having them framed.
This was presented to Danny at the Open Day at the URC in conjunction with LOL
Foundation celebrating Armed Forces Day. (See picture overleaf). Danny was suitably
delighted and a bit emotional. A fitting tribute to a fine public servant.
Fair winds and Following Seas Danny.

ALSAGER COFFEE & CHAT.
Coffee and Chat on the 1st Saturday of every month is an opportunity for outreach into
the community and a time to relax and meet up with people who you might not have
seen for some while.
As well as refreshments there is often a sales table so why not pay us a visit and bring
along a friend.
Your Hosts for the coming months are:

August:
Chris K. and Eileen
September: Audrey and Marie
October: Jacquie and Lynne

Attention all Knit & Natter Groups !
Do you have trouble finding all your bits & bobs, i.e. zips, buttons, yarns for
embroidery and a selection of wools? Well, search no more - a new craft shop
has opened in West St Congleton.
Gladys Done

THE GOOD OLD DAYS
We met, we married a long time ago,
We worked long hours and the wages were low,
No telly, no bath, times were hard,
Just a cold water tap and a walk in the yard.
No overseas trips, no carpets on floors,
We had coal on the fire, we never locked doors,
Our children arrived, no pill in those days,
And we brought them up without any state aid.
No valium, no drugs, and no LSD,
we cured our pains with a good cup of tea,
If you were sick you were treated at once,
Not 'fill in a form and come back in a month'.
No vandals, no muggings, there was nothing to rob,
In fact you were rich with a couple of bob,
People were happier, in those far off days,
Kinder and caring in so many ways.
Milkmen and paperboys would whistle and sing,
A night at the flicks was a wonderful thing,
We had our share of trouble and strife,
But we just had to face it, that was our life.
And now we're alone and look back through the years
We don't think of bad times and troubles or tears,
We remember the blessings, our homes and our love.
We shared them together and thank God above.

Date

Time

August
7th
14th
21st
28th

Worship dates and times
Worship Centre

Alsager
10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
10.30 am

September

Church Family Worship with Communion
Church Family Worship
Church Family worship
Church Family Worship

4
11th

10.30 am
10.30 am

Church Family Worship with Communion
Church Family Worship

18th

10.30 am

18th
20th
25th

6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

Church Harvest Festival
Ecumenical Evening Worship
Membership service with Communion
Tuesday service and Lunch
Church Family Worship

October
2

9
7th
th

7
9th
14th
16th
21st
23rd
28th
th

28
30th

10.30 am

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth

Church Family Worship with Communion

Rev. Les Sanderson

Congleton
Midday
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am
6.30 pm
Midday

September
4th
6th
11th

Rev. Murray George
Rev. John Keeling
Rev. Murray George
& Worship Group

Alsager

August
th

Rev. Murray George
Val Atkinson
Rev. Bob Parker
Worship Group

Alsager

th

nd

Leader

Lunchtime service
All age Worship
Ecumenical evening service @ Trinity
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship with Communion
Lunchtime service
Family Worship
Congleton Café Praise Worship
Lunchtime service

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Derek Balsdon
Rev. Oldham
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev Murray George
Mr Jake Convery
Mrs Carol Booth

Congleton
10.30 am
Midday
10.30 am

All age Worship
Lunchtime service
Church Family Worship

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George

th

Rev. Murray George

11
13th
18th

6.30 pm
Midday
10.30 am

Ecumenical Service@
Tuesday Lunchtime Worship
Church Family Worship

Mrs Carol Booth

20th

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Mrs Carol Booth

25th

10.30 am

Church Family Communion

Rev. Murray George

25th

6.30 pm

Iona style Worship with Communion

Rev. Murray George

27th

Midday

Tuesday Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George

October
2nd

Congleton
10.30 am

All age Worship

Date
August
6th
7th
10th
24th

Time

August
1st

Congleton

September
3rd

Alsager

5th
14th
17th
28th
24th

7.30 pm
2.30 pm
10-4pm
2.30 pm

September
8th
10th
24th

Congleton

October

Alsager

1st

10-12noon

Rev. Murray George

Dates For your Diary
Details

Alsager
10-12noon
Coffee & Chat
12noon– 4pm Fire Station Open Day
2.30 pm
Bible Exploration
2.30 pm
Bible Exploration

7.15 pm

10- midday

7.15 pm
7.00 pm

Elders meeting

Coffee & Chat
Church Meeting (speak to an elder or the minister
if you need transport)
Bible exploration
Quiet Day at Croft Meadows
Bible exploration
Deadline day for Link Items

Elders meeting in the Vestry
Film night
Deadline day for Link Items
Coffee & Chat

Day

Time

Monday

1–
2.30pm

Monday
Term time

5.15 pm

3rd Mon

TBC

Tues

10 am12 noon
12noon 12.30
12.30
- 2.30
1.30 pm

Monday
Term time

Tues
Tues
Tues
Term time
2nd and 4th
Tuesdays

12.45 –
2.15

7.30 pm

Regular Weekly Activities
Place
Activity

Alsager

Mums and Tots
group

Alsager

Singing Group
includes a light lunch
Congleton 1st Congleton
Rainbows

Alsager

Card Making Group

Congleton Café in foyer

Congleton Chat & Make
Congleton Keep Fit for the
not-so-fit
Congleton Bible
Exploration

Midday

Wed
Term time
Wed

10.00 am Congleton Mums and Tots

Alsager

Midday service &
Buffet meal

Congleton Bible Study

2nd & 4th 2.30 pm
Wednesday

Alsager

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton Morning Prayer

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship

Thurs in
term time

6-7 pm

Alsager

Pre-Teens

Thurs

7.30 pm

Congleton Bible Study

1st Thurs

Midday

Congleton Lunch Club

1st Sat

10am-12

Alsager

2 Sat
Sat
Sat

7pm
Congleton Film Night (Sept)
10am -12 Congleton Café
10am
Congleton Music Practice

Term time

nd

Jean Cook
01260 276513

Congleton Lunchtime Worship

3rd Tues

2.00 pm

Contact
Lauren 07960 879341
Kayleigh
01270 488123
Ian White or
Lynne Eardley
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947

Bible
Exploration

Coffee and Chat

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Pauline McKeown
01260 275947
Marion McGuinness
01260 281314

Starts again in
September
Christine Astil
01260 273027
Carol Booth
01260 272580

Rev. Murray
Rev. John
Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

Philip &
Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip &
Lynne Eardley 01270
877861
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Ann Thornber
01260 297860
Robin Hughes
Jean Cook
Jean Cook

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
24th September
The next issue will cover
October - November
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information
to Murray George or leave in
the folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information
to Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of
church
Alsager URC
Website:
www.alsagerurc.org.uk
Congleton URC
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager Elders
Church Secretary
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
Melanie Edwards 01270 884267
David Keeling
01562 913146
Christine Roche
01270 764175
Chris Winskill
01270 879695
Congleton Elders
Church Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Worship Secretary
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Pastoral and fellowship Secretary
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Social Ministries Secretary
Margaret Bourner 01260 641869
Property and Finance secretary
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Joint Treasurers
Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Pauline McKeown
Lisa Spencer
Anne Thornber

01260 275947
01260 275171
01260 297860

