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Regular Weekly Activities

Letter from the Minister
Dear Friends,
Thoughts of pilgrimage came to the forefront of my mind during my
recent holiday when I was privileged to visit Lindisfarne and going
across the causeway in the car I saw a number of people walking across
on the old pilgrimage route. At the United Reformed Church’s General
Assembly a few years ago I listened to The Revd Jane Leach, a senior
tutor and director of pastoral studies at Wesley House in the Cambridge
Theological Federation, and a Methodist minister, speak about her own
pilgrimage experience, when she described her 500 mile pilgrimage
across Northern Spain to Santiago De Compostela.
I have only travelled two pilgrim routes in my life. The first was when
I was a teenager; a young people’s church group I was part of would
walk from Luton to the Cathedral in St Albans each Easter Monday and
there join with hundreds of other young Christians in a service of praise.
The second was three years ago when my daughter Laura and I climbed
Crough Patrick in Co. Mayo in Ireland. Neither of these can compare
with the journey Jane took but when starting out on each journey I had
similar thoughts.
Every pilgrimage has a starting point, but the thing uppermost in the
mind at the start of a journey is the end, or the destination. This is
important. To step out of the door without a destination in mind is to
embark on a journey without purpose, a meandering which can lead one
to become lost or bring us back to where we started.
A firm destination will help determine the route to be taken. A pilgrim
route may be long and narrow, a well trodden path that passes through
many different places. On their journey the pilgrim may stop
occasionally to explore unfamiliar territory or encounter new people.
However, whilst it will always be important to live in the present and
appreciate where you are on the journey; the final destination remains
the focus of any pilgrimage and part of the discipline is for the pilgrim to
keep moving forward, never loosing sight of that final destination.

TIME

ACTIVITY

CONTACT PERSON

5.15pm

1st Congleton Rainbows

Pauline McKeown

6.15pm

4th Congleton Brownies

Pauline McKeown

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

1.30pm

Keep Fit for the not-so-fit

Pauline McKeown

7.30pm

Study Group

Cynthia Muncaster &
Marion McGuinness

10am

Mums and Tots in the hall

Chris Astill

2pm

Bible Study in the Foyer

Carol Booth

8am

Prayer Meeting

Check venue each
week

12.30-2.30

Chat and Make group in the foyer

Lisa Spencer

7.30pm

Study Group

Bob Booth

Fri

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

Sat

10-12am

Café in the Foyer

Jean Cook

10am

Music Practice in Church

Jean Cook

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Services for August 2013
Aug 4th

All age worship led by
Joint service at Trinity,
Margaret Stacey, 10.30am 6.30pm

Aug 11th

Worship led by Bob Booth, Joint service at URC Rev.
10.30am
Murray George, 6.30pm

Aug 18th

Holy Communion led by Rev. Joint service at
Murray, 10.30am
Wellspring, 6.30pm

Aug 25th

Worship led by Keith
Jarvis, 10.30am

Home service led by
Margaret Stacey, 6.30pm

Services for September 2013
Sept 1st

All age worship TBC.
10.30am

Joint service at Trinity,
6.30pm

Sept 8th

Worship led by Rev.
Murray, 10.30am

Joint service at URC Rev.
Murray George, 6.30pm

Sept 15th

Holy Communion led by
Rev. Murray, 10.30am

Joint service at
Wellspring, 6.30pm

Sept 22nd

Harvest service led by Rev. Harvest service led by
Murray, 10.30am
Rev. Murray, 6.30pm

Sept 29th

TBC

Home service led by Carol
Booth, 6.30pm

Services for beginning of October 2013
Oct 6th

Worship led by Junior
Church and God Squad,

TBC

Oct 13th

Worship led by Carol
Booth, 10.30am

TBC

The other thing a pilgrim may be conscious of as he or she stands on the
doorway, preparing to take their first step, is the journey that has brought
them to this point. It can often be tempting to look back, to want to
rediscover our roots, keep hold of what we have, but standing on the
doorway there comes a realisation that to find our roots a person need
not look any further back than ourselves at that moment. We are the sum
of our past experiences; we carry our roots and our previous journeys
with us, they are a part of who we are. The pilgrim can look and step
onto the road in the certainty that where s/he has come from will help
sustain and guide them during the journey ahead.
Each church and the members of each church community will embark
on many pilgrimages during its life. Sometimes it will be on several
journeys at the same time because, as the well know hymn by Estelle
White says “we’re a travelling, wandering race; we’re the people of
God”.
As we in Alsager and Congleton tread our pilgrim way and stand on
the threshold of a new pilgrimage I want to share three questions with
you.
1. What would our personal life look like, and what would a
Christian Church look like, if it were shaped by its destiny more than by
its history and its ever-pressing day to day circumstances?
2. What might a church look like that understood itself to be
something of a research and development community for God’s present
and coming realm?
3. Can a pilgrimage perspective help us better to engage with an
authentic, Christ focused ‘vision for life’, which in turn makes for a
wholesome ‘vision for Church’?
Whether you are setting out on a pilgrimage or going on holiday this
summer I wish you a safe journey.
Happy travelling
Murray

August 2013
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Week comTBC
mencing 12th
August

Hall floor being
sealed and polished

Sat 17th Aug 4pm
onwards

BBQ in Church grounds.
Wild West theme with games.

Stuart Townend: In Concert

September 2013
Mon 9th
Sept

7.45pm

Church vision meeting in main hall.

Fri 20th
Sept

7pm for
7.30

Stuart Townend, worship leader, at
URC as part of CTC

Mon 23rd
Sept

5.30pm—
9pm

Harvest Supper with Lorna Spode
Consort

Coming soon ..... 2013
Sat 26th Oct 9am12noon

Church tidy up!! More details to
follow in the next magazine.

Week commencing 27th One World Week
October
Wed 6th Nov 7.30pm

Kingsfield Singers in aid of Help for
Heroes charity

Did someone lend Rev Ruth a jigsaw carrier? When
she last came over to Congleton she gave it to me
thinking I had lent it to her, but I hadn’t! She didn’t
want it back though, so please get in touch if it’s
yours.
Thanks, Anna Whitehurst 01260 640091

Congleton United Reformed Church are delighted
to host an evening with Stuart Townend on
Friday 20th September.
Stuart Townend is one of today’s leading worship
songwriters. Hymns such as "In Christ alone", "How deep
the Father's love" and "The power of the cross" are sung
in churches around the world, while the skill and depth
of his lyric writing has drawn many to compare him with
the likes of Watts and Wesley at their best.
Aside from writing, Stuart travels around the UK and
abroad, performing solo or with his band. His latest
album "The Journey" has a strong folk influence. He is
married with three children, and lives in Brighton.
Doors open: 7.00pm
Event starts: 7.30pm
Tickets: £7.50, concessions: £5.00
For further information, and to purchase tickets enquiries please contact:
Rev. Keith Jarvis 01260 289273 email: keithfjarvis@btinternet.com
Rev. Murray George 01260 273873 rev.murray@btinternet.com
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Wild West BBQ—17th August, 4pm






Tickets on sale from 13th July. £3 adults, £1.50 children.
Held in Church grounds, weather permitting.
Bring your own alcoholic drink, tea and coffee provided.
Themed games for children and quizzes for adults.
Fancy dress in Wild West style optional!

Letter
Day out to Southport
Just a note of thanks to Marion for organizing such a
lovely day out. I think we all agreed that we couldn't
have had better weather. Speaking for myself and the
friends we were with we had a great time. We were even
blessed by seeing the sea! A very rare occurrence I
believe. Looking forward to our future trips.
Chris Booth
Outreach

Harvest Supper—23rd September




5.30pm to eat at 6pm.
Lorna Spode Consort at 7pm providing great singing
entertainment.
Fish and chip supper. Bring your own alcoholic drink, tea and
coffee provided.

April, May and June passed so quickly for the Schools Outreach
planning team, as no sooner had one class of children from
Marlfields Primary School visited URC than the next class were
due to come. Before Easter Year 2 children had visited and in
the summer term it was the turn of Year 4, Reception and Year
6. The children were helped to understand part of their RE
curriculum about Christianity through Bible stories, craft,
drama and song. Rev Murray came along to see two of the visits
in action. He enjoyed joining in with the Reception children
singing about Zaccheus and being in the “hot seat” answering

Kingsfield Singers—November 6th, 7.30pm




Tickets £5. All profits going to Help for Heroes charity.
Interval with refreshments.
The choir will be performing “The Girls who Oiled the
Wheels” which is a collection of war time songs and prose.

questions about “Faith in Everyday Life”, the topic of the older
Year 6 class. The children all went home with the craft they
had made, something to colour and a leaflet about the church.
They also took back to school bunting they had made for their
classroom to remind them of their visit. Thanks go to Carol
Booth, Pauline McKeown, Lisa Spencer and Anna Whitehurst for
planning and organising the visits and to members of the church.

What is God’s vision for His Church in Congleton?
A Special Church Meeting
Dear Friends,
At the last church meeting, during our discussion on reducing the size of
some of the pews in the worship space to facilitate greater access, one of
the members wondered whether it might not be a good idea to take out all
the pews and replace them with chairs. We had a brief discussion to see
whether there was a feeling within the meeting that this should be
explored further and there was a majority in favour of this.
However, rather than simply launch into a debate about chairs versus
pews, we decided to begin by having a conversation as a church on what
we feel God’s vision for his Church in Antrobus Street might be, and
explore how He might be guiding us in the use and development of the
building. The building itself, as well as being a centre of worship in the
town for many years, is a proclamation of faith and it is an important
resource in the mission and service of the church. It has always been
sensitively developed and changed by generations of the faithful who
have gone before us, and indeed more recently by yourselves – the café
and welcome area is a wonderful testament to that and it has been a
complete success!
There will be a Special Church Meeting on Monday 9th September to
begin this discussion. Everyone in the church family is invited to come
and share their thoughts and visions at the beginning of this exciting time
for the church.
In the meantime, I would encourage you over the summer time to
prayerfully reflect on this, and if you can, please visit a few churches to
see how they have developed their church buildings – particularly the
worship spaces – and most importantly, observe how they use them (or
not) for worship mission and service.
It will be my role to facilitate this conversation and I intend to remain
impartial throughout, so please feel free to come and talk to me if you
wish. Finally, if you have concerns or ideas/suggestions that you think
should be shared but don’t want to raise them yourself in the first
instance, I will be pleased to speak on people’s behalf.
With love in Christ
Murray

Remembrance Service—November 10th
The Worship Group are going to lead this special
service and are looking for people to either stand up
and talk about their war time memories, or to write
down their memories and have them read out for them.
See Carol Booth for more information.

A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his
father as to when they could discuss his use of the car.
His father said he'd make a deal with his son: 'You bring your grades
up from a C to a B average, study your Bible a little, and get your
hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car.'
The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for
the offer, and they agreed on it.
After about six weeks, his father said, 'Son, you've brought your
grades up and I've observed that you have been studying your Bible,
but I'm disappointed you haven't had your hair cut.
The boy said, 'You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've
noticed in my studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, John
the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair ... and there's even
strong evidence that Jesus had long hair.'
You're going to love the Dad's reply:
The Dad replied:
‘Did you also notice they all walked everywhere they went?’

Breathing Prayers
I wonder how many of us have come across breathing prayers before. I suspect
not many, so here are a few examples with a short explanation of what they are.
Breathing prayers are short prayer phrases that can be said quietly to oneself at
any time. They are designed to be easily memorised and prayed in rhythm with
our breathing.
As prayers they can be used in many different circumstances and may help
focus on and communicate with God at difficult times.

Thank you for loving me, friend to me always.
(Breathe in)
(Breathe out)
At the centre of the storm, we are always together Lord
Comfort me, Lord Jesus.
You are my light, you are my life God.
Spirit of the Dove, fly now before me.
Father with me, Son with me, Spirit with me.
I trust you, friend and comforter.
Hold me God, hold me.
When I least expect it Lord, you are there.
Light up my darkness, lighten my load.
These are just a few examples and once you get the hang of them you will be
able to develop your own. One of the most well known breathing prayer is
known as the Jesus Prayer and goes like this:

“Lord Jesus Christ, Son Of God, Have mercy on me.”
Prayer is an integral part of our faith life and breathing prayers are just one form
of prayer, but one way in which we can worship and communicate with God
wherever we are, at any and every time.
Blessings, Murray

A date for your diaries

A musical in A day come and sing – come and enjoy !!
We are presenting the Roger Jones Christmas musical
The Inn Crowd
at St Mary’s Church, Crewe Road, Alsager, on Saturday
23rd November 2013 at 7.30pm
Want to take part in the chorus ?
Then come along from 1pm on the day for lunch. We then spend all
afternoon learning the songs under the expert direction of Annie
Routley and her team. After tea we perform the musical at 7.30pm.
There will be a modest charge for chorus members to cover Annie’s
costs etc : £5 adults ; children and young people, free of charge.
Everyone welcome including children… you don’t have to be
songbirds to take part ! Annie leads these sessions on a regular
basis and it works… and it’s great fun! Members of our local Can’t
Sing choirs are especially welcome.
Want to be in the audience ?
Do come and bring your friends – it will be a lovely atmosphere –
people who have been to these events before have really loved it, so
do come! Adults £5, children free.
Further details later : but do let Bernard or Sheila Moss
know now if you would like to take part.
Tel : 01270- 882238 or email : b.r.moss @staffs.ac.uk

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, ANTROBUS STREET, CONGLETON
Church Meeting dated 16th June, 2013 in the Church foyer.
Rev. Murray George was Chairperson and there were 20 Members present.
Apologies were received from - Ruth Hughes Jean Vale Doris Wain Carol Booth Mary
Roddis Alan and Rae Bowers.
Rev Murray suggested a short time of silent reflection for devotions followed by prayer.
Other business not on the Agenda Medication containers in emergency
Matters arising
All coming up on the Agenda.
Pastoralia.
Reports were received and prayer offered for our Church family in need.
Membership. - Joan and Adrian Browne and Martha Barton had requested Church
Membership on transfer. All agreed.
Reports
Minister.
During the last few months due to the austerity cuts etc., many of the church family have
needed help financially. The Communion fund is kept for this purpose at the Minister’s
discretion. Currently there is £47 in the balance and the fund therefore needs boosting.
The figure suggested was to boost up to £400. After discussion the meeting agreed to
this suggestion. Proposed by Barbara Farrington and seconded by Muriel Fraser.
Notice boards - we reviewed again what was actually needed both inside and outside.
Members were asked to think about this and bring thoughts to the next church meeting.
Ecumenical Officer for Cheshire.- Rev. Murray had been offered this post by the
Moderator of Synod Rev. Howard Sharpe and after prayerful consideration had accepted
the challenge. Prayer was requested for this additional role.
Finance.
Genesis dance group were now leasing the hall every Wednesday at a charge of £44 per
week.
Adrian Browne had now joined the Monday counting team.
Property.
Ron Cook reported that the guttering repair was now complete
Tony Hall reported on the ongoing fire report and a copy of the additional fire extinguishers etc., can be found in the minutes book.
Rev. Murray reported on the proposed upgrading of the Garden of remembrance. .After
discussion and prayerful consideration a new proposal was brought forward instead of
the original suggestion of granite name plaques. Instead a weatherproof board with the
names of all those laid to rest in the garden, This board would be discretely positioned
somewhere in the garden for all family and friends to easily find the name of their loved
one. This would be taken up by the Fabric Group meeting on the 18 th June.
Development f the worship area- making accessible areas in some of the pews. A new
suggestion came from the meeting. The idea of removing all the pews and replacing
with chairs? It was agreed that this would go back to Elders who would define a date for
a special Church meeting to discuss this question. All agreed to carry discussing access
and removal of pews.

Junior Church
Child friendly award scheme was still ongoing.
A questionnaire from Southern Synod had been looked at and proved to be very interesting.
Marlfields school had sent letters of thanks for the recent schools outreach morning.
This was again very successful and special thanks were given to Pauline McKeown for
all the organization.
There are plans for a God Squad and Junior Church service in October
Social Committee
The trip to Southport on Saturday 13th July is now booked up and some friends from
URC Alsager are joining the trip. There is to be a Barbecue in August.
A Stuart Townsend Concert on the 20th September now to be held in our church at 7pm
Tickets will be on sale in the middle of July £7 and £5 concessions.
Wider Church
The Street Pastors Scheme reported by Rev Murray is ongoing and 4 denominations
have to be involved for it to go ahead.
Support is needed by us financial, administration and prayer
There is to be a meeting at St. Stephen’s Church Brook Street on Monday 24 th June for
church leader’s wit Ascension Trust representative Tony Winter Council Officials and
the Police and as Rev Murray is on holiday our Church will be represented by Carol
Booth
The following proposal was put to the meeting Congleton United Reformed Church is
pleased to support the Street Pastor Scheme in Congleton. Proposed by Cynthia
Muncaster and seconded by Jane Turner. All agreed.
CTC Bible week. - All agreed that it had been very successful
Synod and South Cheshire Group.
A profile had been received for the Ministry in URC Over Winsford, Northwich and
Church Minshull. Carol Booth will represent our Church at a meeting to look at this
New Moderator appointment.
The discussion by Mission Council to be put on hold for the time being according to the
General Secretary
Correspondence
A letter of thanks from the Congleton Choral Society for the use of the church for their
recent Choral workshop and a cheque for £124.
A letter of the thanks from Rev. John Oldershaw for the gifts received on his retirement
as Mission Development Officer and Synod Clerk.
A letter from St. James Methodist and URC Church in Liverpool asking for a donation
towards their refurbishment programme. It was decided to support in prayer and events.
A letter from Fiona Bruce MP showing support for work undertaken.
Other business.
Ray Stacey has obtained a number of plastic containers used to be kept in the fridge and
given in case of emergency to show what medication is needed by the patient.
The date of the next meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd October 2013 at 7.15pm. in the
Foyer.
The meeting closed with The Grace at 8.55pm.
Barbara Farrington - Church Secretary.

