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Dear friends
I am writing this just after getting home from taking part in this year’s General Assembly
of the United Reformed Church. This was only my second Assembly and the first time I
had been to Cardiff, so I arrived not quite knowing what to expect and not sure I was
going to enjoy four days of debates. Some of those debates would be on difficult and
potentially divisive subjects and I knew that any decisions made (or even our failure to
decide) could have a profound effect on people’s lives and the Church we all love so
much. Although there were a few difficult moments and sessions when many of us came
away very tired and frustrated, General Assembly is something that can only begin to be
judged after it is over. Indeed, it will only be properly judged over the next months and
years. However, after four days I actually came away quietly heartened at the state of our
church and in general optimistic for the future.
I would like to share a few impressions of Assembly with you.
It was wonderful to find the whole church represented and involved in the
General Assembly. There were members, elders, ministers and CRCW’s from all around
the UK. Members of FURY (Fellowship of United Reformed Youth) were there, in
larger numbers than when I last attended in 2006. Everyone took part in the worship,
which began on day one with communion and ended on Sunday with a service at which
we were joined by the members of churches in Wales during which we were sprinkled
with water using hyssop branches and renewed our baptismal vows. The message from
our Clergy Moderator, the Revd. David Grosch-Miller, was both inspiring and
challenging.
Unfortunately there was no children’s assembly, but the children of the URC were
a constant presence through a number of video presentations in which they shared with
us how they are fully involved in church worship and life. We were constantly and
rightly reminded that the children are not just the church of the future but an integral
part of the church today.
As I am sure you are aware, a number of difficult debates and conversations are
underway within our church as well as others. Some of the major decisions resulting
from the debates you can find further on in the magazine and so I want to focus less on
the results of the debates but say something to you all about the nature of the debates
because I was struck by the grace-filled way in which they were conducted. Those who
spoke, whatever their point of view, did so with integrity, passion and with an obvious
care not just for themselves but also for those who were listening who may not agree
with them. Those who listened did so with respect and with a real openness and
willingness to hear and be guided by the voice of God. Potentially divisive issues were
openly acknowledged and shared, sometimes painfully, but through all of this there was
a real sense that our unity, our oneness in God, was more important than our different
understandings of God. People agreed to disagree, to carry on talking and walking
parallel paths, side by side, if not together. What I came away with in the end was how
great the difference there is between a decision making body and a body which
endeavours to discern. Our Parliament is a decision making body where the debates are
adversarial in nature and laws are voted in by the majority. Our Church councils –

including our own local church meetings – must be focused instead on discerning the
mind of God and this does happen even with difficult subjects when people take time,
speak with love and honesty and the presence of God is recognised and attended to.
I came away from General Assembly more confident than ever that ours is
indeed a ‘can do’ church, and it is that simply because it continues to place God at the
centre of all it does.
If I can make one plea, it would be for as many as possible to take part in our
local church meetings so that together we can - even with the difficult issues that face
us- listen for that still small voice as we talk together.
God bless our speaking and listening
Your friend and minister
Murray
Exploring the United Reformed Church
Would you like to know a little bit more about the United Reformed Church?
A number of people in both churches have indicated they would; so here is your
opportunity: A short five session course exploring the church through reflecting together on the
Statement of the Nature Faith and Order of the United Reformed Church
Brookhouse Rd, Alsager ST 7 2PA
Wednesdays at 2.30pm
September 10th, 24th, October 8th, 22nd and November 12th
Antrobus St, Congleton CW12 1HE
Tuesdays 7.30pm
September 2nd, 16th, 30th, October 21st and November 4th
Please come along to the afternoon or evening session as you are able.

Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed;
Save me, and I shall be saved;
For you are my praise
Jeremiah 17.14

PRAYER PAGE:
In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus says: “When
you pray, do not be like the hypocrites!
They love to stand up and pray in the
houses of worship and on the street
corners, so that everyone will see them.
I assure you, they have already been paid
in full. But when you pray, go to your
room, close the door, and pray to your
Father, who is unseen. And your Father,
who sees what you do in private, will
reward you. (Matt 6:5f GNB).
Good advice and it is often suggested in
Books of Prayer and Books on Prayer.
But how realistic is it to find a room in
our homes today which can be set apart,
even for short periods of time, for our
prayer times?
In an old book, “A Private House of
Prayer”, compiled by The Rev Dr Leslie
Weatherhead (a Methodist Minister who
served as Minister of the City Temple (A
Congregational Church in London))
from 1936 to 1960) he says that he
“often pondered over that word” (ie
room), because very few, if any, of His
(ie Jesus’s) hearers would have such a
room. And he goes on to say that “there
is evidence that Jesus himself lived in a
one-roomed house”.
Weatherhead went on to say that “then
it dawned on my literal, Western mind,
that He meant an imaginative room”.
He then went on in his book to create 7
imaginative rooms for his prayers which
he used as follows:
1.
The Affirmation of God’s
Presence
2.
Adoration, Praise and
Thanksgiving
3.
Confession, Forgiveness and
Unloading
4.
Positive Affirmation and
Reception

5.
Petition
6.
Intercession
7.
Meditation
Other Books of Prayer have used similar
schemes some with more “rooms” some
with less and obviously with different
subjects.
Such schemes may not be attractive but
what is important is to find some way of
praying that “works for us” and using
our imagination is much easier than
trying to find a physical location.
Every blessing
John
NOTE: “A Private House of Prayer”
has been out of print for some years
now but 2nd hand copies are available
from www.abebooks.co.uk.
MEDITATIVE PRAYER SESSIONS
continue at Alsager on:
Wed 20th Aug & Wed 17th Sept from
7.30-8.30pm.
Next QUIET DAY will be held at Croft
Meadows Farm, Horton on Sat 13th Sept
from 10.00am-4.00pm. It is being led by
Pastor Les and Jan entitled “Living
Rooms”. Places limited – first come
first served – £7 each - see John.
MORNING COLLECT: Lord our
God, as with all creation, we offer you
the life of this new day; give us grace to
love and serve you to the praise of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
EVENING COLLECT: Lord our God,
at the ending of this day, and in the
darkness and silence of this night, cover
us with healing and forgiveness, that we
may take our rest in peace, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Developing an Alsager Prayer Chain
When we pray for others, whether at home or work, in private or in public
worship, we are offering ourselves as channels of God’s Grace.
As intercessors we are forming a link in the chain. We are offering our hearts as
channels, through which the healing love of God may be directed to those for whom we
are praying.
The person or people praying, in essence, place one hand in the hand of Jesus,
and the other in the hand of the person(s) being prayed for, believing that the Love of
God can flow through us to him/her/them.
A Prayer Chain consists of a group of people who feel called to the ministry of
praying for others on a regular and ongoing basis. They commit themselves to pray
regularly, confidentially and individually for the people and concerns that are requested
of them. They form part of a chain through which God’s love flows, and they receive
and then circulate prayer requests and results amongst themselves.
The Prayer Chain prays for particular situations and persons that come to it from a
variety of sources:
 From each other or the minister
 A prayer request box, such as the one pre-teens have made for us
 Phone calls from or conversations with members of the church family
 Individual requests from friends or family
 Situations known to the members of the chain
Each member of a Prayer Chain commits to pray regularly, preferably daily, for the
concerns and person(s) brought to them. They pray individually, deciding when, where
and in what way to pray. It is not necessary and often not helpful to know the details of
a situation or infirmity being prayed for as these can fix our minds on the infirmity
rather than the person(s). It is enough to know that someone is in distress and is in need
of prayer. It is vitally important that the members of the Prayer Chain be able to keep
what they pray for confidential. It is not always that a request is for a concern or
infirmity, someone may request prayers of thanksgiving be offered, again no details are
necessary.
A first step
At our last Church meeting it was agreed that Alsager URC would set up a Prayer
Chain. Being part of a prayer chain is not something everybody can do. It is a particular
ministry for those who are called to it. However, if you do feel called to this ministry
could you let me have your name and contact number. I would also ask you to
prayerfully reflect on who may be called to the role of Prayer Chain co-ordinator.
The next step
Once the Prayer Chain is set up and a co-ordinator found, it can be launched. At
that point look out for further information about how to request prayer, who to contact
and how. Watch this space…
Murray

Lifting local Charities
The 100 Tonne Challenge
Bruce Harrison, the son of Bob and Ria Harrison, members at Alsager URC, is
doing a sponsored weight lift on Sunday 24th August.
He is hoping to raise awareness and money for the work of the Cheshire
Without Abuse Charity (CWA)
Cheshire Without Abuse, helps abused women, children and men out of the most
terrifying relationships into safe accommodation. They offer counselling, and arrange
long term housing and training to support a job and help build confidence and
independence.
They also offer change programmes for adults with abusive behaviours.
Bruce has challenged himself to lift 100 Tonnes over 7 hours. Yes, that is 100 and
not 10 Tonnes!
Please support Bruce (and Ria and Bob who will be part of his support team on the day)
with your Prayers. If you wish you can also support Bruce and donate via
www.justgiving.com/bruce-harrison
or follow him on
www.facebook.com/the100tonnechallenge
Did you know that 1 in 4 women experience domestic abuse in their life time?
(Men can also experience it.)
In families where abuse occurs, more than 80% of children will be in the same or
the next room when it happens and that 70% of perpetrators and 75% of victims will
have experienced or witnessed domestic abuse within their families during childhood.
On 24th August there will be a retiring collection at the morning service at Alsager in support of
Cheshire Without Abuse.

At Alsager Bible Exploration on Wednesday the 23rd July we were looking at different versions of The
Lord’s Prayer. Here are a few that caught our attention…
dad@hvn, u r spshl. We want wot u want & urth 2 b like hvn. Giv us food & 4giv r sins
lyk we 4giv uvaz. Don’t test us! Save us! Bcos we kno u r boss, u r tuf & u r cool 4 eva!
Ok?
Matthew Campbell, York.
OMG rly is ur name. wot do u want? thx 4 chocltz. sorry 4 u know wot, no more
trubl. gr8 wrld, job dun. 
Louise Vale, Congleton
R pa in evan, respect 2 u, may u rain ear as in evan. Giv us r needs, 4give r sin as we 4giv
r nmes. Resq us from the evil 1. 4 u r always the most xlent dude. Yo
Steve Seymour, Bristol.

IMPLICATIONS FOR MERSEY SYNOD OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2014
RESOLUTIONS
These are the implications of the GA 2014 resolutions, and the effect they will have on
Mersey Synod over the next year or two:

Assembly and Synod will support those Ministers and local churches who wish to
start discussions on the Same Sex Marriage issue, with a view to possibly having a
further one day special meeting of Assembly in Autumn 2015. Reports of the
views of all Synods must be sent to the General Secretary, who is now Revd John
Proctor, by 31st March 2015. The Consultation period will probably begin in September 2014, once we have guidelines and resources from the Assembly Moderators.

 The resolution brought by South Western Synod was passed by Assembly – this
challenged congregations to increase contributions to the Ministry and Mission
Fund by ‘at least 1%’.
 Synod of Scotland had a resolution passed which asked the URC to pray for all
those affected by the Scotland Referendum.


There is a new resource pack about Foodbanks, called ‘Faith in Foodbanks’, published by the Joint Public Issues Team. This can be downloaded from the JPIT
website.



GA committed the URC to raise awareness of mental health issues, providing adequate training, and work towards ending the stigma of mental health.



The Faith and Order Committee will start to work on producing resources for the
training of leaders of Church meetings; resources to enable meetings to be more
engaged in their discernment of the mind of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, and will offer reflections on the nature of church membership.



GA affirmed the existing gift of elders and elders meetings but now wishes to reinvigorate the role of elders, particularly in exploring the possibility of authorising
‘celebrant elders’. Consultation will take place with Synods and Churches.

 A new job description and Person Specification has been written for the role of
the Synod Moderator.





Resources will be provided by Church House for World War 1 Commemorations.
Churches are encouraged to open on Tuesday 11th November 2014.



On Friday 11th July we heard that the Moderator’s Sunday Service Address is
available to read, and the Community Awards Video Clip – these are now on
Mersey’s website as a link.

And finally – Assembly agreed to meet in Mersey Synod, in Southport from 8th to
11th July 2016 (Friday to Monday). Rita Griffiths, Synod Clerk July 2014

On Wednesday 15th of June 29 members of Congleton URC enjoyed a great day out at
Litchfield Cathedral and the national arboretum. Here is a photo of Bob relaxing and a
group enjoying the sun.

Congleton Harvest Supper
Saturday 27th September
Congleton URC, 6-8pm
Small fish and chips
with a choice of peas, gravy, beans or curry sauce
Tickets £4 each
from Marion McGuiness or Rev. Murray George
Family Quiz and Homemade produce on sale for
Ghana Aid

Congleton Bible Weekend 20th – 22nd June 2014
The theme of the Bible weekend this year was “Ours to share”. The committee
had invited the Rev Paul Wilson to lead the weekend. Paul is an itinerant Methodist minister based in St Helens. For 12 years he had been the minister at Knutsford Methodist
Church until in 2012 he was called by God to leave his ministerial role and to take up a
calling as an evangelist, teacher and proclaimer of the Good News of Jesus Christ. Since
then he has travelled extensively throughout the UK and internationally as a speaker. We
were very fortunate and blessed to obtain the services of such a gifted speaker over the
weekend.
Our weekend began with our first meeting held at St Stephen’s Church on the
Friday under the title “Anointed ambassadors”. This was based on Acts 2: 1-41. Paul
reminded us that we are all called to preach the ‘Good News’ and that we are all Christ’s
ambassadors. Unfortunately, this message appears to have been lost in the UK. He referred to the witness of Scripture to the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and
to Jesus Christ being made Lord and Messiah. Paul described the momentous events of
the day of Pentecost with the coming of the Holy Spirit. It was pointed out that Peter
spoke of 2 promises and 2 conditions. The promises were that all would receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit and all would be saved. The ‘conditions’ are that in order to avail oneself of these, one must repent and be baptised.
Paul stressed that it is important that we get back our confidence in the Gospel.
This is particularly important in our churches and our services. We need to pray for our
Minister and our Elders, particularly if there is no evidence of this! We need to be able to
say with confidence “Come and see” to our family, friends and neighbours.
Our next meeting was a Breakfast meeting, held at our own church. After a great
deal of confusion over the number of people attending, due to a failure of them letting
us know that they would be coming, God sorted everything out! The 30 places that had
been set were filled. After an excellent repast prepared by our team of Chris Booth, Carol Booth and Marion McGuinness, we listened to Paul’s account of how he came to give
his life to Christ at the age of 8 following the death of his father and of his growth in
faith and service to the Lord over the following years. A wonderful meal and an interesting talk all in all.
The weekend continued with an informal meeting held at Wellspring Methodist
Church on the Saturday afternoon under the umbrella title of “Compassionate Community”, referring to Acts 2: 42-47. This describes a community that had love and was united with God. Paul spoke of the way that churches needed to interact with their respective communities in a compassionate, caring and united manner, paying attention to the
needs of these and their difficulties in understanding our Christian ways and customs. It
is easy to assume that ‘strangers’ know and understand what we are about! The audience
was then invited to share what the individual fellowships represented there were doing
to improve this, and how they were going about it
Saturday evening’s meeting was held at Cross Street Pentecostal Church. Rev Paul
spoke on “Marginal ministries”. He referred to the fact that we are ministering to the
Lord in our worship, not ourselves. He went on to declare that we are called to be ministers to the world including those on the edges, the margins. He stressed that we need to

listen to the prompting of God, something that we singularly fail to do. It is not only listening that is important, but acting on his prompting and doing so fully and diligently.
The final meeting was held at Trinity Methodist Church on Sunday evening. The
theme of this was “Congleton’s Commission” Not surprisingly, this was about what
Congleton’s churches needed to do. Unfortunately, due to an oversight on the writer’s
part, we were a little late, to say the least, for this meeting and did miss a large part of the
content. However, speaking later to Rev Paul he did graciously accept our apologies and
point out that we had arrived in time to hear the most important part of his talk! He did
include a quotation of something said by Bill Hybels that was very telling and to me
summed up the theme of the weekend most beautifully – “Evangelism – it’s not about
crossing the sea or the road, but crossing the room to tell a friend about your greatest
friend”
We were reminded that we should always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have!!
All in all, an inspiring weekend with an excellent and gracious speaker who fired
the imagination and hopefully inspired all of us to remember that it is “OURS TO
SHARE”
Bob Booth
Congleton Bible Week Organising Committee

Alsager Harvest Supper
Saturday 21st September
Alsager URC, 4-8pm
Fish and chips
£3.50 each
Family Quiz, Games and
entertainment for all the family
See one of the elders for tickets

From the church meetings
A summation of the Church Meeting at Alsager held on 8th July 2014
Church Meetings: In order to encourage and facilitate attendance to Church meetings
is was agreed to a trial of two meeting to be held on Sunday mornings, immediately after
Worship service during the coming winter months.
The Church into the future: Following feedback from the questionnaire forms, the
Minister and Elders have committed to various teachings and focus around “Prayer”. A
course on Prayer will start in September.
Future events:

20/21 September : Harvest Festival “Faith in Food Banks”. Fish &
chips meal on 20th 4 – 8pm.
6 September : Bus trip to Llandudno with Congleton congregation /
Moderators Induction / Coffee & chat morning.
13 September : Quiet day
1 November : Photographic Club exhibition / AURC Anniversary
2 November : All Souls Service

Fabric Matters : Agreed to continue using overhead projector and screen in
conjunction with song books. We will need to look at fund raising for equipment should
we go ahead on a more permanent basis.
Financial Matters:
Report submitted and circulated. Noted that due to recent
insurance claim our future premium might be increased. Mr David Edwards to act as
intermediary on our behalf with our insurers.
Reflections of General Assembly: Rev Murray gave a brief overview feedback and
encouraged the members to pray for Scotland with the impending elections.
Resolutions Agreed and approved: New Member : Ian White
Synod Representative : Melanie Edwards
Church Secretary : Ria Harrison
Elders : Val Atkinson – return to full serving eldership
Bob Harrison – new elder
Ria Harrison - new elder
New members and elders to be welcomed / inducted
on same Sunday.
Church meetings trial during winter months to be held
on Sunday mornings.
Harvest festival support food banks and Agricultural
Chaplaincy.
Continue with trial period use of overhead projector.
Date of next church meeting t.b.a. after next Elders meeting.

ALSAGER URC TREASURERS’ REPORT FOR AUGUST 2014
Monthly Offertory May 2014 £1376
June 2014 £1620
In addition we wish to reiterate the thanks given to all who played a part or contributed
in any way to the Church’s Summer Fair held in May which raised £550 for Church
funds.
And now:
A Summary of Congleton Church Meeting 24th June 2014
The meeting opened with devotions as always and then pastoral reports were received
and prayer offered for those in need.
The Worship Group will discuss Believer’s baptism and report back to Church Meeting.
All agreed.
Adrian Browne will be ordained and inducted into Eldership on Sunday 13thJuly, 2014
COMMUNION OFFERTORY: Discussion took place regarding how to manage this
important fund which aims to help those in need. It was agreed that a collection before
Communion was not appropriate and this will cease. If the balance in the fund drops to
£50 it will be reimbursed up to £200 from the general fund. Proposed by Muriel Fraser
and seconded by Chris Booth. All agreed.
PROPERTY: We are waiting for Synod Listed Buildings Committee to approve work
on the pews.
SOCIAL COMMITTEE: The coach was booked for the trip to Llandudno and
Marion McGuinness would make a poster. Meetings are now held in the Young
Pretenders pub in Lawton Street as a way to begin to develop our presence in the
community
PRAYER ROOM: Marion McGuinness was still looking for 2 comfy chairs for the
room. Pauline McKeown was thanked for tidying it up.
WIDER CHURCH: Rev. Murray would be attending General Assembly 2014 3-6th
July. Best wishes to the Synod Moderator Rev. Howard Sharpe and his wife on his
retirement. Churches Together Bible weekend went very well and the Speaker was
excellent. The Breakfast held in our hall was successful. Jean Cook pointed out that our
Church has a carnival banner; Bob Booth will let the carnival committee know.
FUTURE CHURCH MEETINGS: The United Reformed Church generally has
problems with attendance at Church meetings. This was discussed and it was suggested
that different forms of holding meetings be tried. Please give general ideas to Elders
OTHER BUSINESS: It was thought that some of the kitchen equipment was missing.
A trip to IKEA is planned to replace some items. The social committee may need
financial support if their own budget runs out.
The date of the next meeting will be on Tuesday 9th September, 2014 at 7.15pm. in
the Foyer.

Congleton URC Special Church Meeting
The Minister and Elders invite everyone to a special church meeting to hear about,
discuss and begin to prayerfully reflect on a sense of vision of God’s mission for the
church.
The meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 7th October. We hope that as many
people as possible will be able to attend. If anyone would like a lift to the meeting please
speak to the minister or one of the elders.
Changes to Tuesdays at Congleton!
From September 2nd things are changing at Congleton URC.
The Café
The Café in the Foyer will still be open for 10.00am until 12.00 midday so please if you
are in town and wish to drop in for a sit down and some refreshment we’d love to see
you - and of course if you want to bring a friend please do. You may also wish to time
your visit so you can stay for…
Lunchtime Worship
At 12.00 the café finishes but the new weekly Lunchtime Worship starts. This aims to
provide a quiet and reflective mid-day (almost Mid-week) service. A space for people to
take a break from work or shopping or just the general hustle and bustle of the week and
refocus their attention on God. The way it will develop is still unknown but it may
include a mixture of music, bible readings, prayer, imagery and reflection. Anyone is
welcome and if you wish to bring your lunch as well please do, tea, coffee and biscuits
will be available after worship. In fact after worship you may wish to stay on and enjoy
Chat and Make
Which is moving from its regular Thursday lunchtime slot to Tuesdays from 12.30 until
2.45 pm. Drop in to the Foyer at any time between these times for a cuppa and a chat
and if you want help us sew together knitted squares for blankets or bring along
something crafty you are working on. If you just want to drink and chat that is OK too.
Come for one thing or join us for all - you will be most welcome
A chance to chat with the Minister
A quick reminder that I am also going to be at Congleton on the 2nd Tuesday morning of
the month and at Alsager on the 3rd Tuesday morning from 9.30 until 11.30. If you fancy
a cup of tea or coffee and a chat and you have the time please drop by; I will be
delighted to see you. Murray
Congleton:
Alsager:

August 26th (I shall be away on the 12th ) September 9th
August 19th
September 16th

Come and be fed
in
Body, mind and Spirit
at
Alsager Worship and Buffet Lunch
On Tuesday Sept 16th at 12 noon
The worship lasts about 35 minutes and is followed by lunch at approx. 12.40p

m

ALSAGER PRE – TEENS
Our own “Master Chef Challenge” was a big hit!
Along with the usual activities the children took part in a cookery competition, set by
Mrs Audrey Dawber. The plates of freshly baked ‘goodies’ were delivered on the
Friday evening prior to the Annual Church Fair, by the children and were placed in the
meeting room with their names under the plates ready for judging the following
morning. There were 3 categories according to age and the entries all looked delicious!
At 10.30am with the Fair in full swing, the judging began (behind closed doors and
Audrey who hadn’t seen them before didn’t know the baker of any of the entries!) as the
contestants arrived with their families and friends to join in the fun and to hear the
results declared.
The winners were: Crispy Cakes - 1st Prize - Sophie Thompson
Fairy Cakes - 1st Prize - Ellie Mae Enos
Scones - 1st Prize - Sophie Standring
All entries had a card signed by Audrey with a little message regarding their baking and it
had been very difficult to choose the winners. The winners were each presented with a
gift by Rev. Murray and were heartily applauded by family, friends and visitors to the
fair. It was a wonderful display of home baking almost filling the front of the church.

Not one of the entries were upset that they didn’t win - they just asked when they could
have another competition!!
The last session of the term was of course party night when 35-40+ youngsters all sit
together to enjoy a meal (chicken goujons, fish fingers, beans with of course chips and
bread and butter – cakes – jelly and ice cream).
We ended by going into Church where prayers were said by Jasmine and Ellie. The
children presented the church with a Prayer Box and Prayer cards which they had all
helped to design and prepare.
May God bless them all and keep them safe as they enjoy their holidays.
Love Lynne x

Alsager Coffee and Chat
Why not come along and bring a friend on the 1st Saturday of the month.
Enjoy great company and service, wonderful refreshments and a charity stall
so come and enjoy!

Your hosts will be
August 2 Audrey Dawber and Marie Riley
nd

September 6th Doreen Baker & Barbara Harkness
October 4th
November 1st

Lynne Eardley & Jacquie McCullough
Doreen Baker & Barbara Harkness

December 6th Tom and Janet Beamon
ALSAGER CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Summer has blossomed! The countryside is resplendent with a rainbow of colours
adorning the hedgerows and fields and even our towns and cities are vibrant with pots
and troughs of plants and flowers. Praise the Lord for his goodness!!
At this time we continue to think of those who are unable to access the joys of
summertime for various reasons.

We pray that God will surround all those in need of his loving care, especially, Joan and
Ken Heaton, Ken and Dorothy Bragg, Philip Hurst and his family, Barbara Hurst, Amy
Coe, Pat Averill, David and Marie Riley, Catherine Turner and her family, Miss Joan
Phillips and Rev Bob and Dorothy Parker.
We thank all those who held young Matthew Kerry in their prayers and following his
latest operation at Alder Hay, all seems to be have successful.

Congratulations – to Dennis Jerrard who became a Great Grandfather for the 4th time!!

Dennis visited his granddaughter and her 3day old son in hospital and to date he is still
called ‘baby’ as his parents can’t decide on his name! As we congratulate Dennis we also
send love, prayers and blessings to the whole family and this new little miracle.
Congratulations – to two of our dear stalwarts who have achieved birthday milestones
–
Church Elder Gordon Stockton and Organist Graham Dawber both
celebrated their 80th birthdays within weeks of each other!!
May the Lord bless you and keep you,
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you………..

Coach trip to
Llandudno
Saturday 6th September
Tickets £ 12.00 each, 16s and under free
Time: 08.45 at Church
Coach leaves promptly at 09.00
To book seats call Marion McGuiness
On 01260 281314
A child was asked why no man can serve two masters.
He promptly replied: “Because you are not allowed to have two wives”.

The following people are known to be celebrating their birthdays during the next two
months
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL!
******************
4

th

22nd
23rd
28th

August
Stuart Alcock
Enid Griffiths
Joan Heaton
Betty McCullough
Eileen Wallace
John Keeling

September
5 Alan Abraham
8th Peter Rebbeck
10th Melanie Edwards
11th Olive Lear
14th David Riley
19th Gillian Bowler
29th Nancy Hartshorne
th

If your birthday, or that of anyone you know within our Church Family is not on the list, then please tell
one of the Elders. We don’t need the age, just the date!
Alsager messages and thanks
Dear Friends,
We would like to express our sincere gratitude for all cards, gifts and well wishes
received for our wedding. We had an absolutely wonderful time and all of your kind
words and thoughts were very much appreciated
We would also like to thank everyone for attending the blessing service on the 4th
of May. Being able to celebrate our marriage with you all in Alsager was very special for
us and we would like to say a big thank you to Revd. John (or Dad) for taking the service
and to everyone who took part both on the morning and in preparation.
Thank you
Dave and Jenny Keeling

Dear Friends,
Marie and I wish to thank our Church friends for all their cards, good wishes and
prayers when I was in hospital and during my time of convalescence. It was a difficult
month, but all your support was a great help.
Thank you.
David and Marie Riley

Handmaking Cards in Alsager
Meeting on the third Monday of each month at 7.00 pm we chat a lot and discuss
various techniques, share ideas and are always ready to try something new! All the cards
we make are sold to raise money for church funds and with prices from £1.50 to £2.50
they really are a bargain.
However, if there is a special card which you would like making, or if you are interested
in joining us then please speak to one of the ladies or ring Lynne on 877861
Congleton URC Community Nativity Scene Celebration
Plans for Congleton URC Community Nativity Scene Celebration are developing
well. The exhibition is being held from Friday 28th November to Monday 1st December
2014. If you have your own favourite nativity scene or would you like to create one for
display in the church over this weekend please let us know.
We will find a place for every scene that you can give us. Size is no object; our
exhibits will range from a nativity scene carved in a walnut shell to a live tableau in the
church grounds. A real donkey will be taking part in this during the Saturday!
We are hoping to include a range of scenes that originate in different parts of the
world.
If you would like to make or already have a nativity scene you would like to be
part of the exhibition or if you have any other questions please contact
Marion McGuinness Telephone: 01260 281314 email: marionmcguiness@ymail.com
or
Rev. Murray George Telephone: 01260 273873 email: rev.murray@btinternet.com
A DAILY PRAYER
So far God, I have done all right.
I have not gossiped.
I have not lost my temper.
I have not been grumpy, nasty or selfish.
I am very glad about that.
But in a few minutes,
God,
I am going to get out of bed –
from then on,
I’m going to need a lot of help!

Alsager and Congleton Worship information
Date Time
Aug
3rd 10.30am

Place
Alsager
Congleton
Congleton
Alsager
Congleton
Congleton
Alsager
Congleton
Congleton
Alsager
Congleton
Congleton
Alsager
Congleton
Congleton

6.30 pm
10th 10.30am
10.30am
6.30 pm
17th 10.30am
10.30am
6.30 pm
24th 10.30am
10.30am
6.30 pm
31st 10.30am
10.30am
6.30 pm
Sept
2nd midday Congleton
7th 10.30am
Alsager
Congleton
6.30 pm Congleton
9th midday Congleton
14th 10.30am
Alsager
10.30am Congleton
6.30 pm Congleton
16th Midday
Alsager
16th midday Congleton
21st 10.30am
Alsager
10.30am Congleton
6.30 pm
Alsager
6.30 pm Congleton
23rd midday Congleton
28th 10.30am
Alsager
10.30am Congleton
6.30 pm Congleton
30th midday Congleton

Details

Leader

Worship with HC
All age Worship
Ecumenical worship/Trinity
Family Worship
Family Worship
Ecumenical Worship
Messy Church
Family Worship & Christening
Ecumenical worship Wellspring
Family Worship
Family Worship
Evening Worship
Family Worship
Songs of Praise
Evening Worship with HC

Rev. Murray George
Mrs Margaret Stacey

Lunchtime Worship
Worship with Communion
All age Worship
Ecumenical worship/Trinity
Lunchtime Worship
Family Worship
All age Worship & Christening
Evening Worship with HC
Midweek service & Lunch
Lunchtime Worship
Harvest/Messy Church
Family Worship
Ecumenical Service with Communion
Ecumenical Service/Wellspring
Lunchtime Worship
Family Worship
Harvest Worship with HC
WW1 Commemorative event
Lunchtime Worship

Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mr Bob Booth

Rev. Bob Parker
Mr Bob Booth
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. David Spence
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. David Hamblin
Rev. Murray George
Mr Les Sanderson
Rev. Murray George

Rev. Murray George
Mr Graham Harrison
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mrs Carol Booth
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Keith Jarvis
Rev. Murray George
Rev. Murray George
Mr Tony Pedley
Rev. Murray George
Congleton Town hall
Rev. Murray George

Oct
5th

10.30am
Alsager
10.30am Congleton
6.30 pm Congleton

Worship with HC
All age Worship
Evening Worship

Rev. Bob Parker
Rev. Murray George

Regular Weekly Activities
Day

Time

Place

Activity

Contact

Monday

5.15 pm

Congleton

1st Congleton
Rainbows

Pauline McKeown
01260 275947

6.15 pm

Congleton

4th Congleton
Brownies

Pauline McKeown
01260 275947

2nd Mon

2.00 pm

Alsager

Photographic group

3rd Mon

7-9 pm

Alsager

Card Making Group
Jean Cook
01260 276513

from Sept
2nd

10 amCongleton Café in foyer
12 noon
12.30Congleton Chat & Make
2.30

from Sept
2nd

12noon
- 12.30

Congleton

Lunchtime
Worship

1.30 pm

Congleton

Keep fit for the
not-so-fit

Pauline McKeown
01260 275947

7.30 pm

Congleton

We begin with
Exploration of URC

2nd Tues

Midday

Alsager

Bible
Exploration
Midday service &
Buffet meal Not In

Wednesday

10.00
am

Congleton Mums and Tots

2.00 pm

Congleton Bible Study

2nd & 4th
Wednesdays

2.30 pm

Alsager

Bible Exploration
from September

3rd
Wednesday

7.30 pm

Alsager

Meditative Prayer

Thursday

8.00 am

Congleton Morning Prayer

Tuesday

Lisa Spencer
01260 275171

August

Christine Astil
01260 273027
Carol Booth
01260 272580
We begin with
Exploration of URC

Ruth Hughes
01260 272606

2nd & 4th
Thursday

2.30 pm

Thursdays in
6-7 pm
term time

Date
August
2nd
4th
6th
19th
18th
20th
21st
25th
26th
Sept
1st
2nd
6th

26th
10th
13th
16th

17th
20th
24th
27th
30th

Time

Alsager

Afternoon
Fellowship from
September 11th

Alsager

Pre-Teens(Term
time)

Dates For the Diary
Place

Philip & Lynne Eardley
01270 877861
Philip & Lynne Eardley
01270 877861

Details

10-12noon
7.15pm
7.30pm
09.30-11.30
3pm
7.30pm
2.30pm
7.30pm
09.30-11.30

Alsager
Congleton
Alsager
Alsager
Congleton
Alsager
Alsager
Congleton
Congleton

Coffee & Chat
Elders meeting (vestry)
Worship Group meeting
Meet the minister
Worship Group meeting
Meditative Prayer
Alsager Court Service
Social Group Meeting
Meet the minister

7.15 pm
7.30pm
All day
10-12noon
3pm
10 - 12noon
09.30-11.30
7.15pm
2.30pm
10-4pm
09.30-11.30
12noon
7.30pm
7.30pm
5.30 -8pm
2.30pm
6-8pm
7.30pm

Congleton
Congleton
Als/Cong
Alsager

Elders meeting (vestry)
Explore the URC week 1
Churches Visit to Llandudno
Coffee & Chat
Induction of Mersey Moderator
Meet the minister
Meet the minister
Church Meeting
Explore the URC week 1
Quiet Day
Meet the minister
Tuesday service and lunch
Explore the URC week 2
Meditative Prayer
Harvest Supper
Explore the URC week 2
Harvest Supper
Explore the URC week 3

Congleton
Congleton
Congleton
Alsager
Alsager
Alsager
Alsager
Congleton
Alsager
Alsager
Alsager
Congleton
Congleton

The deadline for
the next Magazine:
21st September
The next issue will cover
October - November
E-mail
Karen George at:
karenlgeorge@btinternet.com
Or ring on:
01260 273873
Alsager
Please give paper information
to Murray George or leave in
the folder in the vestry
Congleton
Please give paper information
to Murray George, Barbara
Farrington or any Elder
Or
Place in
the labelled folder on the
bookcase at the back of
church
Alsager URC
Website:
www.alsagerurc.org.uk

Congleton URC
Telephone: 01260 274969
Email: congurc@hotmail.com
Website:
www.congletonurc.org.uk

Contacts
Minister
Rev. Murray George
01260 273873
rev.murray@btinternet.com

16 the Moorings
Congleton CW12 3RF
Alsager
Church Secretary
Ria Harrison
01270 820187
Elders
Gordon Stockton 01270 878421
Chris Keeling
01782 771288
David Keeling
01562 747377
Philip Eardley
01270 877861
Congleton Elders
Secretary
Barbara Farrington 01260 273901
Bob Booth
01260 273772
Carol Booth
01260 272580
Margaret Bourner 01260 281045
Alan Bowers
01477 533467
Adrian Browne
01260 270628
Nigel Browne
01260 279974
Muriel Fraser
01260 276783
Tony Hall
01260 275897
Marion McGuinness 01260 281314
Pauline McKeown 01260 275947
Cynthia Muncaster 01260 271844
Lisa Spencer
01260 275171
Mrs Jean Vale
01260 400536

